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Week 5               Term 2                 22nd May 2017 
Dear Parents, 
Since the publication of the last school newsletter, 
the Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull and the 
Education Minister, Simon Birmingham announced 
that funding will increase for Australian schools over 
the next decade commencing in 2018. When I first 
heard this my initial reaction was ‘absolutely 
fantastic’ as I thought my dream of trying to expand 
to three classes for next year might eventuate, as I 
would be able to employ another teacher with 
hopefully increased enrolments and extra money 
going into the school. But looking at the figures and 
how this funding is going to be distributed, my 
reaction has been put on hold for the moment. 
 
The Catholic Schools Office Director, Chris Smyth 
was last week interviewed on ABC Radio concerning 
the proposed funding. He mentioned that the funding 
will be aimed at a lot of schools in our diocese as 
they have a limited resource base and hopefully this 
will result in these schools having greater resource 
capacity and expanded resources in the future. At the 
moment this proposed funding would influence 
current processes for the setting of school fees will 
remain unchanged and that any annual adjustment to 
school fees will be modest. At the moment, Sacred 
Heart has the lowest tuition fees of every school in 
the diocese. However, this level of proposed funding 
will impact on various Catholic schools in other 
dioceses, as their funding will actually decrease from 
what they are getting now and as a result to 
compensate for this, school fees will have to increase. 
 
At the moment there are a lot of technicalities to sort 
out before this proposed funding model eventuates. I 
will keep you informed of any possible changes that 
could occur, especially if it affects Sacred Heart in 
any matter. 
 
On a lighter note, recently the Mini Vinnies group 
have been running a raffle where the winner will be 
the ‘Principal for the Day’ on Wednesday 31st May. 
The raffle was drawn at the Book Fair Parade last 
Wednesday and I am pleased to announce that the 
winner was Miah. I am looking forward to working 
with her next Wednesday and I am sure she will do a 
fantastic job.  
Have a great fortnight.  
 
Dallas Hyatt 

 
Happy Birthday to Max who celebrates his 9th 
birthday this Friday. I am sure he will have a great 
day!  
 

 
Students Of The Week 

for Attitude, Values and Study Habits 
Week 3 & 4 

TRANSITION 
Jeremiah and Shakira  

AQUA 
Tori (Year 2)  
Tom (Year 2)  

ORANGE 
Himaja (Year 4)  
Clarie (Year 4) 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
Tori (Year 2) for dedication shown in all types of 

music lessons. 
Daniel (Year 3) for improvement in his reading. 

 
SCHOOL FEES 
Term 2 School Fee payments are due by 7th June 
2017. If you are having difficulty making the full 
payment, you can make payments weekly or 
fortnightly and we also offer a direct debit payment 
option through ADIG or Centrepay. If you are using 
EFT, please ensure that you send an email or use the 
Payment Form in Skoolbag to let Robyn know as 
sometimes only the bank’s name appears on the 
statement. 
 
ICAS ASSESSMENTS 
The UNSW Global ICAS Assessments have 
commenced with the Digital Technologies being the 
first one. These assessments are offered to students 
throughout Australia, New Zealand and some Asian 
countries. They are another benchmark to see how 
our students compare to others in the same year level. 
 
GUNNEDAH EISTEDDFOD 
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Our students will be performing in the Choral Speech 
section of the Gunnedah Eisteddfod on Monday 5th 
June at the Gunnedah Town Hall. The morning 
session commences at 10am and there is one section 
before ours in that session. (We are unable to give an 
approximate time) If you have some free time, you 
are most welcome to come and support us. A note 
will be sent home shortly with more details. 
A reminder that if you have entered your child into 
an individual section of the Eisteddfod, you must 
transport them they yourself. The school is not 
responsible for this. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
This Wednesday the church celebrates the Feast of 
Mary Help of Christians. In 1884, the bishops of 
Australia decided to make Mary Help of Christians 
Australia’s patron saint. We turn to Mary today for 
the protection that our nation needs, and put 
ourselves into her care, just as she put herself into the 
care of God. 
 
Last week I had a meeting with Fr McHugh 
regarding the organising of the Sacrament of First 
Reconciliation for our eligible candidates. Due to 
busy schedules with Father and myself, this will not 
take place until Saturday 2nd September at 
3.00pm. The Parent Information meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 26th July. A note will be going 
home with more information at the end of this term. 
 

Our Father, 
We turn to you for protection, 

Mary, the help of all Christians. 
Hear our prayers and help us in our need. 

Save us from any danger, 
and, through your son, Jesus 

may you bring the blessing of peace and unity 
 to all the peoples of Australia. 

We make this prayer through Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen  
 

SPORT 
DIOCESAN CROSS COUNTRY 
Last Monday, seven children represented Sacred 
Heart at the Diocesan Cross Country Trials held at 
Quirindi. On a testing track, all of the children went 
exceptionally well as over 80 children were 
participating in each race. Compared to 2016, the 
majority of the students improved their placings by 
over ten positions. Special mention goes out to Luke 
who was placed 11th in the 10 years boys division 
and also to Bailey who came 17th in his respective 
race. Also, well done to Jack, Molly, Claire, 
Cameron and Andrew who gave 110%. A big thank 
you goes out to Leah Rees who put up her hand to be 
our team manager for the day. By the sound of it, I 

am out of a job for the Diocesan Athletics Carnival in 
Term 3. 
 
GYMNASTICS 
Just a reminder that our first gymnastics session will 
be commencing tomorrow. Children will be having 
an early lunch at 12.30pm before they catch the bus 
to Gunnedah. Children who catch the early bus home 
and have taken the option that they will be dropped 
off at their bus stop on the way back to Boggabri, 
they will need to take their bags on the bus. Also 
parents of these children need to be at their respective 
bus stops about 10-15 minutes earlier than normal. 
 
WEEKEND SPORT 
From all reports the children who are playing 
weekend soccer in Gunnedah are having a great time! 
I have heard on the grapevine that we have a lot of 
talented players who have scored some great goals, 
made great saves, scored own goals, made some 
fantastic plays, while at the same time having fun. To 
make it easy for everyone, a copy of the draw for the 
weekend games will be sent home every Thursday or 
Friday via Skoolbag. Also a reminder that training is 
still on every Wednesday at 3.30pm on the 
playground. However, there will be no training this 
Wednesday 24th May, as I will be at the Principal’s 
Conference at the Hunter Valley for the majority of 
this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
CANTEEN ROSTER  
26th May ~ Fran Jackson 
2nd June ~ Anita Maunder 
 
N.B. Now that we have an enrolment of 35 
students, and every one of them, including myself 
seems to order on a Friday, it is suggested that 
you start canteen at about 10:30am.  
 
Also an outcome from last week’s PTF Meeting 
was that the food should be cooked in the oven 
and placed in the pie warmer afterwards. The pie 
warmer only gets to 130 degrees and will not cook 
the food to the desired temperature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOOKFAIR 



 
What a fantastic event! Many thanks to all of the 
children who dressed up as pirates, be it either 
Captain Jack Sparrow, Blackbeard, Anne 
Bonney and even an old pirate made a special 
guest appearance! You all looked amazing. The 
preschoolers looked like they had a wonderful 
time during their visit. 
Congratulations to the children on their efforts in 
the colouring-in competition and also in creating 
their Pirate Flags, Treasure Maps and Treasure 
Chests. 
 
The following children received special awards 
for their efforts: 
Preschool   
1st: Gracie 2nd: Macie  
Transition 
1st: Jeremiah 2nd: Ali  
Kinder 
1st: Xanthia 2nd: Senuli  
Year 1 & 2 
1st: Kayleigh 2nd: Jack 
Year 3 
1st: Cameron 2nd: Tanikah 
Year 4 
1st: Andrew 2nd: Kaiden & Himaja  
Years 5 & 6 
1st: Sienna 2nd: Genevieve  
 
Special thanks to Mrs Gin Price for her 
continued support in making the decorations to 
make our bookfair look so great. Lastly a huge 
thank you to Ms Traynor for her organisation of 
the entire event. I know she spent many hours 
getting the library ready for this annual event. 
Again this year we have exceeded our 
expectations with a total sales of  $1,357, 
giving the school library $407 worth of books as 
commission. What a marvellous effort everyone. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
MAY 
Tues 23rd - Gymnastics in Gunnedah 
Wed 24th/Fri 26th - Principal’s Meeting (Mr Hyatt 
away) 
Tues 30th - Gymnastics in Gunnedah 
 
JUNE 
Mon 5th - Gunnedah Eisteddfod 
Tues 6th - Gymnastics in Gunnedah  
Mon 12th - PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Tues 13th - Gymnastics in Gunnedah 
Wed 14th - Year 6 RE Test 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


