
 
St. Joseph’s Primary School ‘Learning News’ 

‘Building Capacity’ 

                      Our Whole School Agreed Approach to READING! 

Over the past three weeks, the students have been engaged in the 

learning process for reading. Our non-negotiables are time and 

practices. Each day we begin with setting the scene, where we look at 

learning intentions and success criteria.  We unpack the learning 

intentions so all students are able to clearly articulate what they are 

learning.  For us to achieve our learning intention, we co-construct 

success criteria. When we have shown our learning by demonstrating 

the success criteria, we have achieved the learning intention.  Once 

we have set the scene, we move to modelled reading, shared reading 

and guided reading.  At the conclusion of our learning, we have a 

learning circle where students talk about what they have learned.  

During our Modelled reading sessions, teachers 

demonstrate the required learning for shared, guided 

and independent practice.    

Our whole school reading program is focusing on the 

Reading Comprehension Strategies. These strategies 

include Predicting, Visualising, Questioning, Monitoring, 

Summarising and  Making 

Connections.    

These last two weeks, we have been looking at QUESTIONING.    

Learning in our K-6 collaborative space is proving to be very 

productive—this is a credit to the students, reading helpers and 

dedicated teachers planning, developing and reflecting on the 

sessions.  



The SRC representatives, under the 

leadership of Ethan Sykes, have developed an 

idea to make money for Project Compassion. 

They thought that kids could donate their 

unwanted toys and  allow others to buy the 

toys  in an auction.  All money raised would 

be given to project compassion.  Ethan, 

Lachlan and Isaac were dedicated and gave 

up their lunchtime play to design, make and 

promote the fundraiser.  

MiniLit  
The students have  begun the program and eager to go to MiniLit sessions. Mrs Hiles makes learning fun.  The MiniLit 

program comprises 80 lessons and should be delivered 4-5 times per week, for one hour per lesson. A placement test will 

indicate the ideal starting point on the program for each student, with criteria provided for grouping students according to 

instructional level. Regular assessments administered throughout the program will monitor progress. Each lesson 

comprises three main components: 

 Sounds and Words Activities                                                            Ask your child : What are you learning in Minilit? 

 Text Reading and Story Book Reading 

NEWS FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 

MINILIT  

The students enjoy working in our collaborative space and using 

the cool ‘whiteboard’ desks we have purchased for student use.  


