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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
I am pleased to announce that Kevin Bell has been appointed as groundsman at St Joseph’s for the next 

twelve months. He has been working in the role on a casual basis since the school holidays.  Best wishes Kevin 

and welcome to St Joseph’s.  

 

Well done to our Year 5 students, Jasmin and Jasmine for their hard work in preparing for last week’s NAPLAN 

assessments. The results will be out in mid August and will be used to inform teaching and support students in 

their learning.  

 

I will be attending the Association of Catholic School Principals Conference in the Hunter Valley next week and 

will away from Tuesday afternoon to Friday May 26th.  Mrs Guest will be away on Tuesday May 23rd and  

Mr Mark Wisemantel will be in class. Mark will also be replacing me on Wednesday and Thursday.   

 
P & F Garden Express Bulb Fundraising  

A big thank you to our P&F for organising and distributing the spring bulbs last week. We raised $855.00 and 

look forward to the blooms in spring. 

 
Winter School Uniform 

This is the last week that students can wear either their summer or winter uniform. All  students are to wear the 

winter uniform from Monday the 22nd of May. Girls have the option of wearing a grey skirt with tights or grey  

or navy trousers.   

Last Friday St Joseph's visited the Warialda Show. They were 

keen to see their work on display in the arts and crafts pavilion.  

They pointed out that some of the rides had a fairy tale theme 

which links in with our rich literature unit this term. Shianne 

competed in a number of  horse events on Friday including the 

keyhole, under 9s barrels and bending. She came 3rd in under 7s 

girls in her debut at the Show. Congratulations Shianne!   

 

St Joseph’s received a special award for our display of paper 

and wood craft.  Congratulations also to the girls and boys who 

were awarded individual prizes. 

 

 

 
School Maintenance 

Last year the Catholic Schools Office employed a company called Regional Project Managers to conduct an 

audit of all school buildings and facilities. All schools received their Condition and Maintenance reports last 

term and these were prioritised in terms of urgency. We have addressed a number of jobs including replacing 

and  painting of eaves that were damaged by water, minor repairs to cornices and wall panelling, the 

painting and sealing of the hall’s toilet floors and installing paper hand towel dispensers in the hall and student 

toilets. We will have a working bee at the end of winter in readiness for spring. 

 

 

The Catholic Church celebrates the centenary of the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Fatima this 

month.  This prayer was delivered to the three shepherd children during the first apparition in 1916 … 

 

My God, I believe, I adore, I hope and I love Thee!  

I beg pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore,  

do not hope and do not love Thee. Amen. 

 

 

May Mary, our heavenly mother, watch over and protect us in the coming week. 

 

Joe Dimech 

Principal  

Term 2 2017 
Week 4 Thursday 18th May 

DATES   Term 2 

 
 
Fri 19th May 
National Walk Safely To School 
Day 

 
Mon 22nd May 
Netball & Soccer  
Gala Day - Inverell 
 
Tue 23rd - Fri 26th May 
Mr Dimech at the Association  
of Catholic School Principals 
Conference 2017 
 
Wed 24th May 
Our Lady Help of  
Christians Mass 12.00 noon  
 
Fri 26th May 

Parish Debutante Ball  
 
Tue 30th May 
Rural Outreach Workshop 
1.30pm 
 
Sat 3rd June 
Family Mass 5 pm followed by 
dinner @ the Royal Hotel 6pm  
 
Sun 4th June 
Pentecost  Sunday 

Please add these  
events and dates  

to your Term Calendar 

Whatever troubles 
may be before you, 

accept them 
cheerfully 

remembering  
whom you are  

trying to follow. 
 



SCHOOL NEWS 
 

Book Covering 

We are holding a book covering session in our library this Friday at 2pm. We will be covering our 

new books in clear contact adhesive. Please see Mr Dimech or call the office if you are able to 

help. 

  

Rural Outreach Inverell Workshop  

Our scheduled visit by Kerrianne Anderson from Rural Outreach Inverell could not 

take place this week due to illness. 

 

 
National Walk Safely To School Day: Friday 19th May  

National Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is on Friday 19 May 2017. This annual event for 

primary school children reminds parents and carers to walk and commute safely to school.  

As part of our Personal Development and Health program, it promotes road safety, health 

and use of transport.  

 

Australian children who are physically active are healthier and perform better academically. 

Walking regularly is the best exercise because you can build it into your daily routine.   

St Joseph’s students will take part in a number of activities to celebrate the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

Netball & Soccer Gala Day 

Our Stage 2 and 3 students will be taking part in the annual Gala Day next Monday, 22nd May in Inverell.  We wish them 

luck as they compete with St Joseph’s Wee Waa in Netball and mixed soccer. 
  

Cold Weather 

 A reminder that all students need to wear their grey cotton  

 jumper or navy spray jacket before school as the weather has  

 become decidedly colder recently. 
 Hygiene 

 A reminder that students are asked to wash and dry their hands  

 using the paper hand towels before coming into class.  As the flu  

 season approaches, we will be encouraging all students to blow  

 their noses using the classroom tissues and use hand sanitizer. 

 St Joseph’s Canteen & Cooking Roster Term 2 

Day Date Canteen Roster Cooking Roster 

Friday 19th May 
Lisa Moore & 
Therese Donlan 

Lisa Moore 

Monday 22nd May No Canteen  

Friday 26th May Alisa Akins Alisa Aikins 

Monday 29th May Danni Smith Danni Smith 



RE NEWS 
 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Mass 
Next Wednesday, the 24th of May, is the Feast Day of Our 
Lady Help of Christians. Mary is the patron Saint of 
Australia. We will be having a mass on the 24th of May at 
12noon to celebrate this feast day.  
 

The Feast Day of Our Lady Mary Help of Christians has 
been celebrated in Australia since 1844. The infant church in 
Australia had a special reason for turning to Mary. No priests 
were sent to the colony in its early days and Mass was not 
allowed except for one brief year until 1820. It was largely 
the Rosary in those early days that kept the faith alive. 
 

The Australian Catholic community remained faithful to Mary and Australia was the 
first nation to choose her under the title, 'Mary Help of Christians' as principle 
Patroness. Australia also became the first country to have a cathedral dedicated in 
Our Lady, Mary's name. St Mary's Cathedral in Sydney was dedicated in her honour 
by the Irish pioneer priest, Fr John Therry who arrived in Sydney in 1820. 
 

 

Family Mass 
This term we would like to have our family mass and dinner on Saturday the 3rd of 
June. On this particular weekend the church celebrates Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost 
is 40 days after Jesus rose from the dead and when he sent the Holy Spirit to the 
disciples. Mass on the 3rd June will be at 5pm followed by dinner at the Royal Hotel. 
A note will be sent home in the coming weeks to see who is able to participate in the 
mass and to join the school and parish community for an evening meal.  

 

Winter Appeal 
Please remember to start collecting items for the SVDP Winter Appeal. 
Clothes, blankets etc can be left at the school ready for the children to 
take to the centre at a later date. Thank you to those people who are 
already brought in some items. More information later in the term.  
 

 

 

Take care and God bless, 
 

 

Mary-Jane Guest 
Religious Education Coordinator 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

to Percy  
for receiving  the  

Student Of The Week 
award  

this week. 

Mother’s Day Art 

Visit to the Warialda Show 

SIZZLLING STARTS 
In English we are learning how to captivate an audience with our “Sizzling Starts” to a sentence! 

 

BANG, BANG, BANG 

“ Hands in the air” yelled Rex, “ I need some tasty sheep”.      

“Nooo leave my sheep alone Rex,” screamed Bo-Peep.      Jasmine Cuell  Y5 

“Slinky to the rescue”, screamed Slinkey. 

 

BANG, SMASH, BANG 

“What was that?” shouted Woody 

“That sounded like Slinky getting snatched by Rex!” 

“Ahh! Help me Woody”         Scarlette Smith  Y4 


