
“MultiLit was good. I can read 
much better now and it didn’t 

feel like learning!” 
Hunter, Year 4 

History of MultiLit at St Joseph’s 
MultiLit commenced at St Joseph’s in 

2010 under the Federal Governments     

National Partnership Program. The 

School identified the need for a proven 

reading recovery program, and MultiLit 

was implemented.  
 

Coordinated by Kate Thompson, School 

Support, MultiLit began with Word   

Attack skills and Sight Word           

recognition delivered to nine students, 4 

days per week for approximately 20 

minutes per child. Two volunteers, Peg 

Lawson and Laurel Burraston began the     

Reading element with the same children 

two days per week, 20 minutes per child. 

The twenty minutes comprised of 15 

minutes with a Reinforced Reading 

Challenge book and 5 minutes with a 

Reinforced Reading Fluency book. 
 

St Joseph’s two Educational Assistants 

also completed the Reading component 

with the same children on two additional 

days for approximately 20 minutes per 

child. 
 

Since MultiLit’s inception, the program 

has been delivered to 20 St Joseph’s      

children. Students have graduated,   

progressed onto the extension program 

and some continue to make gains as they 

work through the different levels. 

In 2012 due to the successful completion 

of St Joseph’s National Partnership   

Program and funding constraints,    

MultiLit was   reduced to 3 days per 

week and our reading tutors to 2 days 

per week. MultiLit is now funded      

entirely by St Joseph’s. The program’s 

great success meant this was a program 

the school was very happy to fund.  
 

In 2012 St Joseph’s commenced training 

and implementation of the MiniLit        

program. After the great success of  

MultiLit, MiniLit aims to identify and 

help readers experiencing difficulty   

earlier in their educational journey. 

Mr John Clery, St Joseph’s School Principal 
 on MultiLit: 

 
 

“MultiLit is a wonderful success story at St Joseph’s. The positive 
influence it has on children’s learning, reading and self esteem can 
never be under estimated.” 

MultiLit: A systematic and explicit approach to reading. 
(Macquarie University) 
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In 2011 St Joseph’s Year 5 NAPLAN growth for Reading justified the introduction of the MultiLit program. This group of     

students was the first to receive the program. The overall school result (shown in green) was obtained through consistent growth 

from all students. It was wonderful for the school community to receive concrete data of the programs success so early in its                  

implementation. Hard work was being rewarded! 

“MultiLit has completely changed my child's approach to learning. He has         

developed a new confidence towards his reading that has carried over to his overall 

learning. Numeracy had always been a strong element but he had fallen behind due 

to his struggle reading the questions. Both literacy and numeracy have improved 

steadily since being on the MultiLit program. 
                                                          

The one on one approach has suited his learning style and he has gone from 

strength to strength with the help and assistance and continuity of his MultiLit tutor 

with whom he has developed a strong rapport. 
 

Overall I have found his reading, fluency, comprehension, confidence and most 

importantly the desire to read have all improved immensely since being on the 

program and we are very excited for the next step.” 
 

Lisa, St Joseph’s Parent. 

“It is fun because you get to spell words that 
you haven’t spelt before.  It teaches you how 
to say different words, which helps you learn 
to read words.”   
Jordana-Lee, Year 6 

“I am thrilled to see the difference MultiLit has made to the students in our school!  I just love what this    
program can do for children who are finding reading, sounds and decoding words challenging.  I have had 

many students from my class use the program and I am so thankful that they now find reading and           
comprehension much easier in everyday activities.   
 

Students are motivated to continue with the sessions and for some students it is the first time they have 

ever completed a chapter book.  It is also rewarding to see students who were once struggling be confident 
enough to contribute to whole class learning activities. I am so thankful for a wonderful program!” 
 

Kendall Pearce, St Joseph’s Teacher  
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Graham is a student at St Joseph’s who was identified as a candidate for MultiLit. Results in his Year 3 NAPLAN Reading 

(2010) endorsed the schools decision to place Mathew on the program. Since starting the program, through hard work,     

Graham has made outstanding progress. He has moved from a low band 3 in 2010 to a band 6, nearly doubling the expected 

growth. 

Graham: Year 3 NAPLAN Reading 

Score 

Graham: Year 5 NAPLAN Reading 

Score 

Graham: Reading Growth between Year 

3 and Year 5 

Graham’s Score 

National Average 

“The MultiLit program is working extremely well with our      

students. Staff, students and parents are all commenting on the 

rapid improvements made by our Multilit students.  

The students are motivated to continue with the sessions and  

always return to class with a broad smile on their faces. They are 

now engaged in reading tasks in their classes and are making 

more suitable book selections for free choice reading. They 

demonstrate an increased confidence in both their spelling and 

reading skills.” 

Cate Taylor, St Joseph’s Teacher 

 

 

“MultiLit is good because you get to learn and read.  It is fun! It has made 

my class work  easier.” 

Thomas, Year 4.   

“MultiLit is the ‘bee’s knees’ program. It has given my children the skills and confidence to read with enjoyment that they 

did not have. I owe this program a lot. It has opened up a whole new world of reading for both children. They strive to get 

to the next list and want to practice with great enthusiasm. I do not want to think where their reading skills would be    

without this program.” 

Debbie, St Joseph’s Parent. 
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Student Sight Word Test 1 Sight Word Test 2 Sight Word Test 3 

Billy  4/100 74/100 142/200 

Grace  85/100 90/100 187/200 

Rodney 46/100 79/100 165/200 

Sarah 64/100 88/100 177/200 

Samantha  77/200 92/100 192/200 

“MultiLit has provided students with that extra one on one support in their particular area of 

need in Literacy.  I have not only seen improvements in students’ academic results but also in 

their attitude towards literacy in general.  The on-going successes in MultiLit have provided 

students with a huge growth in confidence and in their willingness to participate within the 

classroom environment.” 

Amanda Bartholomew, St Joseph’s Teacher 

“MultiLit is an excellent program that fills in the 

gaps students have in their reading knowledge.  In 

a busy classroom it can be challenging to provide 

all students with the same level of support and 

guidance, MultiLit caters for some struggling     

students and allows the classroom teacher extra 

opportunities to support others through           

consolidation and extension. MultiLit not only     

improves students reading ability but their       

confidence levels. Student’s willingness to ‘have a 

go’ in class has also improved out of sight.”  

Emily Ryan, St Joseph’s Teacher 

“My son enjoys going to MultiLit.  He has improved his reading 

which shows from his results in NAPLAN.” 

Margaret, St Joseph’s Parent 

“MultiLit is fun and you learn a lot. It teaches you 
how to pronounce words correctly.” 
Callum, Year 6 

Along with following set reading texts which cater directly for the students level of need, the MultiLit Program involves the    

participation in the learning of common sight words. The children work through sight word lists, before they are re-tested and 

the individual program is re-evaluated. The children may need to; revise, graduate or are a candidate for the MultiLit extension 

program. The table above illustrates some of the fantastic development from just a section of St Joseph’s MultiLit students  

“I learnt how to say new words which helped me with my reading.  I was really excited when I learnt all of my 

sight words.  I loved when I got lots of stickers for finishing MultiLit.  I am now working on extension lists.”  

Matthew, Year 5 

 

Please note: Where data has been displayed children’s names have been changed for privacy reasons. 


