
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Wednesday 19th September 2018 - 7pm 
School Advisory Council meeting 
 
Sunday 23rd September 2018 - 9am Mass 
Enrolment for Reconciliation 
 
Tuesday 25th September 2018 
UNE Discovery Van 
 
Friday 28th September 2018 
Last day for Term 3 
 
Monday 15th October 2018 
Students return for Term 4 
 
Wednesday 17th October 2018 - 6pm 
P&F Meeting 
 
Wednesday 31st October 2018 
Brain Olympia 
 
Wednesday 21st November 2018 
Creative Arts Evening 
 
Wednesday 28th November 2018 - 5pm 
Reconciliation Celebrated 
 
Tuesday 11th December 2018  
Presentation Evening 
 

Dear Parents 
This week we have finally received our 
paper copies of the 2018 NAPLAN testing. 
It was hoped that moving to an online 
platform would provide prompt results for 
schools to consider in their planning. 
Unfortunately the results are the latest they 
have ever been and the electronic platform 
to allow whole school analysis is still not 
available. Our results this year are not the 
usual high standard that our school has 
achieved in recent years. It is also 
interesting that our identified area of 
weakness (writing) is the area where our 
student body have achieved the highest 
results. As always, our teachers have other 
recent data on student achievement. We 
will view these results as a one day 
snapshot within a two year period but we 
will need to look closely at how we further 
prepare our students for on line testing 
which will supposedly be conducted 
Australia wide in 2019. If parents would like 
to discuss their child’s results, please 
contact the school to make an appointment.  
 
Drought Wellbeing Thank you 
Thank you again to all of the families who 
donated goods to our drought wellbeing 
initiative. Mrs Anne Thrift and her 
volunteers traveled to Carinda over the 
weekend to deliver these goods to the local 
parish. Anne wanted you all to know how 
grateful and appreciative everyone was, 
and how much they enjoyed reading the 
letters that were sent to them.  
Below are two emails we received that we 
would like to share with you.  
 
Dear students, parents and teachers of St 
Mary’s of the Angels School, 
On Saturday we had a fabulous community 
get together, handed out a few groceries 
and had a yarn. Your generous donations 
to our community of Carinda were greatly 
appreciated at a time when we are sure 
many people are doing it a bit tough. It is 
beautiful to know that you are thinking of 
us. The letters and drawings are fabulous 
and will keep up our rain dancing!  
We were lucky enough to have four lovely 
ladies stay with on Saturday night. Anne 
Thrift and her band of willing helpers, Sue 
(Jack and Lucy Campbells grandma), Carol 
and Sarah. They are amazing ladies and if 
you see them can you give them an extra 
big hug to say thank you from us. 
We will saying special prayers for all of you! 
Many thanks 
Lew and Rachel Lamph 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Carinda. 
 
To the Children and Staff, 
We would like to thank ALL involved with 
the collection and delivery of food hampers 
that were delivered to our small community 
of Carinda last weekend. 
It is so nice to know that there are people 
out there that are thinking of all the drought 
affected farmers. 
To the four Ladies who drove all the way 
over to deliver the goods, just simply 
amazing.  It has certainly been a big moral 

boost for us. 
So once again many thanks and all the very 
best to you all from. 
Judy & Dominic  
 
Polding Athletics 
On Friday Annabelle Williamson and 
Brooke Newberry represented our school 
and Diocese at the Polding Athletics 
Carnival in Newcastle. Both girls should be 
exceptionally proud of their efforts, with 
Annie placing 15th in long jump and Brooke 
16th in the 800m. Well done to you both.  
 
Enrolment for Reconciliation 
Just a reminder that Enrolment of 
Reconciliation for eligible Year 2 students 
will be held this Sunday at 9am Mass.  
 
School Fees 
I would like to remind parents that school 
fees are now due. Your prompt attention to 
this matter would be  greatly appreciated. 
Please remember that Transition enrolment 
is conditional upon all fees being kept up to 
date. It is expected that all Transition Fees 
will be paid up by the end of Week 5, or a 
direct debit set in place. We are able to 
offer a weekly, fortnightly or monthly direct 
debit payment option to all parents. Please 
contact the office if you would like to set a 
payment plan up. If you are having difficulty 
in this present moment, please contact me 
to discuss what arrangements may be 
made to assist you.  
 
Favourite Sports Star Day 
Today we enjoyed a fantastic, fun day of 
sporting skills and personalities. The 
diversity of favourite sports and stars was 
wonderful. I thank the P & F for their input 
into this great day. I most sincerely thank 
our teaching staff for their efforts. We had 
minimal parent volunteers so the teachers 
had major responsibility for both activities 
and for the organisation of food for lunch.  
 
Next year we really do need to have a 
rethink of participation into P&F meetings 
and activities as it is unfair for such a small 
body to carry the load of fundraising for a 
school of almost 100 students. I would like 
every family to consider how they can play 
a more active role of this special school that 
they have chosen for their children.  
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
Sharon Wittig 
Principal 

May the Lord bless us  
and watch over us.  

May the Lord make his  
face shine upon us and  

be gracious to us,  
may the Lord look kindly  
on us and give us peace; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  
The Father, the son,  
and the Holy Spirit,  

be with us and remain with  
us now and every day.  

St Mary of the Angels Primary School 
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365 
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016  
Email admin@stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
 
TERM 3 WEEK 9 Wednesday 19th September 2018 

Weekend Mass Times 

 

Saturday Guyra (every Saturday)  6pm 
1st Sunday of the month  Ben Lomond  9am 
2nd Sunday   Guyra  9am 
3rd Sunday   Wards Mistake 9am 
4th Sunday    Guyra   9am 
5th Sunday    Guyra  9am 

Hot Lunch Roster 
 

Morning - Terry Var ley 
Afternoon - Bernadette Jackson  



Happy Birthday 

 A super Happy Birthday to Maggie  

Mackenzie, Molly Mackenzie and 

George Hope, who celebrate 

their birthdays this coming 

week!  Many happy returns!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transition 
Hugo Sisson for asking great questions during news time.  

Claire Mayled for clear and confident speaking during class.  
Grace Siddell for a friendly approach during group activities. 

 
Kindy 

Teo Starr for his brilliant recount of his weekend, and for always bringing his reading folder to school! 
Flynn McFarlane for his consistent effort in class and always trying his hardest. 

Sharnahleiah Bishop for her beautiful responses in religion lessons! 
 

1/2 
Archie Foster for always being a good sport. Well done Archie! 

Tom Graham for his excellent work learning his times tables. Keep it up Tom! 
Isabell Brazier-Kraan for always setting an excellent example to her peers.  

 
3/4 

Lachlan Clark is on task and positive during group work. Well done Lachlan!  
Nayte Foster has been working on his writing goals and listening to any  

advice that will help improve his work. Well done Nayte!  
Tessa Jackson is on task with her learning during Numeracy and Literacy sessions. Well Done Tess!  

Sophie Spradbrow has a positive attitude. She is enjoying being challenged and  
will ask questions to clarify her understandings. Well done Sophie!  

 
5/6 

Phoebe Colvin and Isabella Kennedy for their great teamwork in writing  
their recount about the Canberra Excursion. 

Sebastian Brazier for his great contributions in our Gold Rush discussions. 
Courtney Spradbrow and Jessica Taylor for being such organised little workers in the Year 5/6 classroom. 



Canberra Excursion 
By Bella Kennedy & Phoebe Colvin 

 
On the 1st of September, Year 5/6 from St Mary of the Angels Guyra 
started their excursion to Canberra. We first travelled to Wellington 
and stayed the night there then we travelled to Canberra the next day 
and stayed there for 4 nights. Then on the 7th day we travelled home 
back to Guyra. 
On the first day the Year 5/6 class gathered at the front of our 
school with our suitcases and bags. We departed from Guyra at 7:30 
am. We stopped at Werris Creek for recess, then had lunch at       
Dunedoo before driving all the way to Wellington. At Wellington we had 
a tour of the Phosphate mines. In the mine they had models of the   
fossils Thylacoleo and Diprotodon and thousands of little bones from 
rodents. After the tour of the mine we had a tour of the caves. First 
we had a tour of the Cathedral cave. In the Cathedral caves there was a massive stalactite that came 

from the roof to the floor. The cave got its name because 
it was a church. On one part of the massive stalactite 
there is a bible that priests have left there and now it has 
been crystallized into the stalactite.                              
On the second day of the excursion we departed from 
Wellington and headed off to Canberra. On our way to 
Canberra we stopped for recess at Cowra then went to 
Boorowa to see St Patrick’s Catholic Church.  Once we left 
the church we finally got to Canberra and went to a     
Canberra park for lunch. At the park we got to feed the 
ducks, swans and pelicans and play at the parks. After the 
park we drove straight to the Canberra Aquatic Centre. 
At the pool there was a whirlpool, swimming pools and a 
big water slide. After we 

all got dressed we headed off to the Canberra Park Resort. At the 
Canberra Park Resort we had four students to each room and there 
were other schools also staying there with us. 
On the third day we went to the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS). 
At the AIS we got to have a tour of the pool, gym, volleyball court, 
gymnastics room and the indoor stadium. At the AIS we got to learn 
about records that people have set, famous athletes and what they do 
at the AIS. After we had the tour we went to the interactive zone 
where we played on a range of different activities including luge,    
rowing and cycling. After that we went to Questacon. It was really fun 
visiting Questacon and playing with the science experiments and       
activities that they had set up and especially going on the Giant Drop. 
Following this we went to the Royal Australian Mint to see how they 
make the Australian coins that we use and got to see the robots that 



they use to work in the factory called Titan, Robbie and Penny. We 
then travelled to Government House for a tour around the Governor 
General’s house. It was a massive house and the grounds were filled 
with beautiful gardens. We got to learn about the role of the     
Governor General and where he works. That night we visited the 
Telstra Tower to see the views of Canberra city at night.  
The next day we went to the Australian Electoral Commission where 
we learnt how to vote and what you need to enrol. In our election we 
voted for our favourite fruits and the apple was the winner when we 
counted up all the votes. After this we took a tour around the     
Parliament House. We got to visit the House of Representatives and 
the Senate to see where our elected members work to create new 
laws for the country. We even saw the flag which is the size of a double decker bus. We then visited 
the Australian War Memorial. When we were there we found the statue of Simpson and his Donkey 
and the Lone Pine Tree which was planted from the seeds of the tree at Gallipoli and was sent home 
from WWI. We then got to view the names of soldiers on the Roll of Honour and placed poppies      
besides the names of soldiers that we had been researching in class. We also got to look at the many 
artefacts and relics of the many different wars that were on display in the exhibits. To end the day, 
we had a night tour by torchlight at the National Dinosaur Museum. It was amazing to see the dinosaur 
models and fossils from dinosaurs from the Jurassic, Triassic and Cretaceous periods.  
The very next day we travelled out to Lanyon Homestead which was used by the Cunningham family in 
the early 1800’s. Here we learnt about how people lived and worked and also got to try some cleaning 
methods of the time to polish copper and brass, polish furniture, rake gravel paths, clean mats and 
how to wash and wring out clothes. Following this we went to the Canberra Zoo and Aquarium. It was 

so exciting to meet all of the animals that live at the zoo and we could get very 
close to them in their enclosures. Our favourite animal was the snow leopards 
and white lions. That night we had a games night with our teachers. We had a 
heap of fun games that we had to play to earn points for our groups. It was so 
much fun we couldn’t stop laughing.  
We left Canberra on the next day to travel to Coonabarabran. It took over 6 
hours to drive there and we stopped at some parks for recess and lunch along 
the way. We were going to visit the Space Observatory there but the tour was 
cancelled due to a thunderstorm so we played a game of trivia instead. The last 
day we travelled back home but got to stop at the Armidale Sport and Rec  
Centre for a game of ten pin bowling to end our excursion.  
We all had the best time on our excursion and have so many stories and       
memories that we will keep with us forever. Our excursion highlights were  
looking at the views from Telstra Tower and playing with the experiments at 
Questacon.  


