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Week 9             Term 1              25th March 2019 
 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW PRINCIPAL 
EMAIL ADDRESS ABOVE 

 
 

On the weekend as I was writing up this week’s 
agenda for the staff notice board, I was looking at the 
large calendar white board that we have and I 
couldn’t believe that this coming week is actually 
Week 9! Where has the term already gone? It only 
seemed like yesterday when the staff were busily 
organising their classrooms for the brand new school 
year after the painters had left. 
 
It was fantastic that we received some rain last week. 
Hopefully we will receive some more in the near 
future. Fingers crossed! 
 
Tomorrow, our Years 3 and 5 students will be 
involved in completing some practise online 
NAPLAN assessments on the 26th  March. These 
results will not be officially recorded after these tests 
are completed. Not even the teachers or myself will 
be able to access the results. It is a trial to determine 
whether the school’s WIFI and IT system can handle 
the testing. A note will be sent home in the near 
future to the parents/guardians of our Years 3 and 5 
students with more information. If you have any 
questions/queries before then, please feel free to 
contact me at school. 
 
Term 1 Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held both 
this week and also in Week 10. These interviews are 
designed to inform how your child is going with their 
learning at the moment and also to set learning goals 
for the rest of the school year. A note has been sent 
home regarding times and dates that the interviews 
will be taking place on. 
 
It is with sad regret that I announce that Judi Sheedy 
will be leaving us from next Wednesday. For the 
remainder of the term and also during the first week 
of Term 2, Judi is taking a well earned break with her 
husband overseas. From the second week in Term 2, 
Judi has accepted a full time teaching position at St 
Joseph’s Primary, Quirindi for the remainder of this 
year. On behalf of the Sacred Heart Learning 
Community, I wish Judi every success with her 

future endeavours and I know that she will be missed. 
Jenny Darley will be filling in for Judi for the last 
week of Term 1 as well as the first week of Term 2. I 
will let everyone know as soon as I have found a 
replacement teacher for Judi for the remainder of 
Term 2. 
 
We welcome back Halle (Year 6) and also her sister 
Ava (Year 4) who joined us last week. We definitely 
know that they will enjoy their time here at Sacred 
Heart. 
 
Have a great fortnight! 
Dallas Hyatt 
 

 

Students Of The Week 
for Attitude, Values and Study Habits 

Weeks 7 and 8 
TRANSITION 

Ellie 
Lachlan 

K-2 
Dougie 
Emily 

3-4 
Steven 
Tom 
5-6 

Matilda 
PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 

Kaiden: for showing significant improvement with 
the use of vocabulary with his general writing 

attempts. 
Mack: for enthusiasm displayed in daily ‘Health 

Hustle’ sessions. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
Has Lent begun to seem long? We are very close to 
being halfway through the 40 days of Lent, and that 
is good news! That means we are halfway to Easter. 
We count the 40 days from the First Sunday of Lent 
through to Holy Thursday. 
 
Our forty days are not over yet, so it is not too late to 
make a fresh start. Remember, Lent is not just a time 
for doing special things and saying special prayers 
for the sake of doing them. If our Lenten practices do 
not help us to understand God’s word more clearly 
and to live according to that word more generously, 
then they are not useful. 
 
On the 12th April, the students will be conducting 
various fundraising activities throughout the day. The 
funds raised will be going to Project Compassion. On 
that day, students can wear “Mufti” with a gold coin 
donation. Throughout the last two weeks of the term, 
the SRC will be operating a Lolly Guessing 
Competition, an Easter Egg Raffle as well as a 
Mystery Prize. That Friday, the canteen will be 
operating a ‘Fish and Chip’ lunch. More information 
including the order form for Fish and Chips will be 
sent home next week. 
 
 
 

Lord, I will follow you. 
Guide me to follow you. 

I will listen to you. 
And believe in your words. 

I will not listen to mean words. 
And encourage others to hear your words. 

I will strive to share your message. 
And live those messages in my everyday life. 

Guide me to follow you. 
Amen. 

 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

Families have been given a Project Compassion box 
as part of Caritas Australia’s annual Lenten 
fundraising and awareness-raising appeal. Project 
Compassion brings thousands of Australians together 
in solidarity with the world's poor to help end 
poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 
We ask that you talk to your child/ren about this 
important issue and put your spare change into 
the Project Compassion box. These boxes will 
need to be returned to school early next term. 
 

REAL TALK 

In 2019 the REAL TALK series of workshops and 
seminars will be taking place at Sacred Heart. Aimed 
towards students in Years 4 and 6 and also their 

parents/guardians, these workshops are focused on 
developing relationships and personal identity. Based 
on Catholic Christian values, Real Talk provides 
up-to-date resources, presentations and programs that 
help young people to understand God’s amazing plan 
for love and life.  
 
Parents of Years 4 and 6 students are invited to attend 
the Parent Information Night on Monday 29th April 
commencing at 6.00pm. The Year 4 and 6 
workshops will be held on Tuesday 30th April at the 
school. A note will be sent home for the 
parents/guardians of students in Years 4 and 6 
tomorrow. 

 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS 

 As mentioned in the last newsletter, there will be a 
number of School Development Days that will be 
taking place in Term 2. On Monday 29th April 
(first day of Term 2), the staff will be attending a 
workshop at St Xavier’s Primary, Gunnedah to learn 
about and prepare for the release of the online 
COMPASS program (School Administration 
System). This means that in 2020, the school will not 
be using our current Skoolbag App, as this program 
will encompass all of the utilities that Skoolbag has 
at the moment. More information will be provided 
soon in regards to the release date and also a Parent 
Information Night will be held early next term in 
regards to the operation of the COMPASS Program. 
 

SPORT 
Cross Country 
Just a reminder, our School Cross Country will be 
taking place at Jubilee Oval on Thursday 11th April, 
commencing at 11.30am. More information has been 
provided with the note that is accompanying this 
newsletter. 
 
Polding Swimming Trials 
This Wednesday, Luke, Cameron, Molly and Claire 
will be representing the school/diocese for the PP5 
relay at the Polding Swimming Trials at Homebush. 
Also Jack will be competing in the 50m Junior Boys 
Breaststroke. We wish them all the best of luck as 
they will be up against some stiff competition. 
 
Diocesan Winter Trials 
Last Friday, Andrew and Cameron represented the 
school at the Diocesan Winter Trials held at 
Tamworth. Andrew tried out for the Boys Football 
Side, while Cameron was attempting to get in the 
Under 11’s Rugby League Side. Andrew made it to 
the Possibles vs Probables match, while Cameron 
was successful in gaining selection in representing 



 
the Armidale Diocese at the Polding Under 11’s Boys 
Rugby League Trials to be held at Tamworth on 
Friday 3rd May. 
 
Willow Tree Horse Sports Day 
Also last Friday, Molly, Jack and Hallie participated 
at the Willow Tree Public School Horse Sports Day 
held at Quirindi. All three students should be very 
proud of their achievements as they won a number of 
ribbons in various events and were competing against 
a lot of schools from this region. 
 
 
PTF MEETING 

The first General Meeting for PTF was held last 
week.. Also in the near future a message via skoolbag 
will be sent asking for Agenda Items for the next 
meeting, which will be held on Monday 20th May at 
1:45pm. 
We encourage as many people as possible to attend 
our PTF Meetings to continue the partnership 
between school and families. 
 
DROVER’S RAFFLE 
A raffle has been organised for Drover’s. Mr Hyatt 
has kindly sourced a donation for our 1st Prize  a 
$100 BCF Voucher for 1st Prize. Parents will also 
receive a book of tickets to sell, however if you 
require more, just call into the office to pick them up. 
By law: Raffle books must be returned to school 
sold or unsold. The raffle will be drawn on the 
Saturday night at the Drover’s entertainment. 
 
CLASSROOM NEWS 

There is definitely a lot happening in Years 3-6. 
Recently all students have started their preparations 
for the dance number that they are going to perform 
at the upcoming Gunnedah Eisteddfod. They are 
performing a number to the Blues Brothers classic: 
‘Shake Your Tail Feather’. From what I have seen so 
far, I believe our Year 3-6 students are going to be 
very hard to beat. Even though everyone knows that I 
am very biased. 
 

CANTEEN  
Roster 
Friday 29th March ~ Kylie Devine 
Friday 5th April ~ Karina Bourke 
Just a reminder to volunteers that they must sign in, 
collect a badge, money tin and keys at the office.  
Many thanks to all of our volunteers. 
 
 

 

BANKING  
Just a reminder that student 
banking is held every Tuesday 
of the school year. ADIG offer 

an incentive system, so if you bank at least $1 
deposit each week you will qualify. Also the school 
receives a 30% commission on all deposits made 
throughout the year. Many thanks to Sharon 
Mitchell who has offered to take over from  Ms 
Traynor. 
 
 
 

 
MARCH 
Tuesday26th/Wednesday 27th - Practice NAPLAN 
(Yr 3 & 5) 
Wednesday 27th - Polding Swimming Trials - 
Sydney 
 
APRIL 
Thursday 11th - School Cross Country 
Monday 29th - PUPIL FREE DAY / Real Talk 
Information Night - 6pm 
Tuesday 30th - Real Talk program 
 
 
GUNNEDAH EISTEDDFOD 
This year the school is participating in the MUSIC 
section of the Gunnedah Eisteddfod on Thursday 
30th May. All students will be involved in this. 
 
If anyone wishes to participate in the individual 
SPEECH section and would like more 
information, please contact the office this week. If 
your child wishes to participate, parents must 
transport them to and from their performances. 
 

 
STUDENT ABSENTEE NOTES 
It has come to my attention that many absences are 
not being followed up with a explanation note. It is a 
legal requirement that the school receives a note 
regarding your child’s absence. The school has a duty 
of care to know why your child is absent from 
school. If your child has continual unexplained 
absences or is away for an unreasonable amount of 
time, I will be sending home a letter explaining the 
importance of regular attendance at school.  
The office sends an sms each morning if a note has 
not been received by 10am. A note may be sent in 
with your child, emailed or sent via the Skoolbag 
App for your convenience. 
 
TAI CHI 

If you are interested in doing Tai Chi in Boggabri, 
please give Gail Gillam a call on 67434335. 
 


