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             Week 7              Term 4            23rd November 2020 
Dear Parents, Carers & Students 
 
How scary is this! We are now only just over one 
month away until Christmas is here! I hope your 
family is not like myself by already making a start in 
getting ready for the Christmas season. I don’t know 
why but every year I always make the pledge that I 
am going to be more organised compared to previous 
years, but unfortunately I haven’t learnt my lesson as 
I say I am going to do my Christmas shopping on 
Christmas Eve again! 
 
Congratulations to Elliott, Hannah and Tanikah who 
received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday 
15th November at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
Chapel at Gunnedah. These three students should be 
very proud of what they have achieved and I know 
their chosen saints will be honoured to be spiritual 
guides for all of them. 
 

 
 
It is wonderful to note that the school is getting a lot 
of positive feedback in regards to how great the front 
of the school now looks. Last week the final touches 
were made to the totem poles as well as the erection 
of the NAIDOC inspired mural that the students help 
create. Also we had our official opening of our 
ANZAC Memorial Garden on Remembrance Day 
and it was fantastic to see that we had a number of 
members from the local community attending this 
service, even though they had to watch the 
proceedings out on the street. I recommend that you 
need to see the Memorial Garden at night time when 
the lights come into effect, it looks absolutely 
brilliant. 
 

Very soon it will be the time where we are 
farewelling our Year 6 students, tomorrow is the 
moment where we need to start the process of 
electing new school leaders for next year. The Year 5 
speeches for the 2020 Leaders will take place on 
Tuesday 24th November at 11.30am. Unfortunately 
we are still unable to allow parents into the school 
to listen to these speeches. Year 5 students who 
want to undertake the role of being a school leader 
have been given the role statements of the School 
Captains and will be asked to ensure when giving 
their speeches that they fully understand the 
commitment of each role. Being a leader is a 
full-time commitment, not just when you feel like it. 
The School Captains for 2021 will be announced at 
our Presentation Ceremony on Thursday 10th 
December and badges will be presented at the 
Opening Mass in 2021 
 
It is great to see a number of restrictions being lifted, 
resulting in a number of schools being able to 
coordinate various graduation and presentation 
events to acknowledge the hard work and 
achievements of the students during this academic 
year. However, to still abide by the new restrictions 
we need to ensure that the places/venues are spacious 
enough to accommodate for a set number of people 
using the four square metre rule. Normally we have 
our annual Presentation Ceremony in the Sacred 
Heart Church and when I measured the dimensions of 
this building, we are only allowed to have 50 people. 
I did the same with the COLA and unfortunately we 
can only accommodate 65 people. As a result we are 
still having our Presentation Ceremony at 9.00am on 
Thursday 10th December. Unfortunately we are 
unable to have parents/grandparents, sponsors and 
supporters with us on this occasion. At the moment 
we plan to record the presentation and make it 
available for our parents via COMPASS. More 
information in how to access this video will be sent 
home in the very near future. 
 
I have also been asked about the classroom structure 
for 2021. Last week Nick Baird and myself met to 
work out to begin finalising the staffing arrangements 
for next year. As you know there are going to be 
some changes next year with Mrs John and myself 
leaving. We have received some applications for the 
REC/Teacher position that was advertised and we 
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hope to complete the interviewing process by the end 
of the week. I am very confident that we will be able 
to make the announcement in the next edition of the 
school newsletter. 
 
As a way to reward the students for the achievements 
that they have made over this year, all of K-6 will be 
travelling to Narrabri to watch a movie at the 
Crossing Theatre. I should find out what the movie 
that we will be watching as the cinema needs to get 
special permission from the distribution company as 
this will be a private viewing. As soon as this is 
sorted, a note will be going home with more 
information. 
 
Have a great fortnight and I will see you in the very 
near future. 
Dallas Hyatt 
 
CASE OF CHICKENPOX 

This morning we were informed that a child at our 
school has Chicken Pox. The school follows the 
authority provided by the Government Department of 
Health (NSW) Guidelines when an infectious disease 
is made known. 
 

What are the symptoms 
Chickenpox begins with a sudden onset of slight fever, 
runny nose, feeling generally unwell and a skin rash. 

The rash usually begins as small lumps that turn into 
blisters and then scabs. The rash appears over three to 
four days. At any one time, the lesions of the rash vary in 
stages of development. 

Symptoms usually occur two weeks after exposure to the 
virus. 

People are infectious from one or two days before the rash 
appears (that is, during the runny nose phase) and up to 
five days after (when the blisters have formed crusts or 
scabs).  

Generally, this takes 5 - 7 days. Children must stay 
away from school while they are infectious. Once all 
the spots have formed scabs, the person is no longer 
infectious. Your child may go back to school as 
long as the spots are all scabbed over and dry.  

Please ensure that you provide a Medical Certificate 
on your child’s return to school. 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Matilda M who celebrates her 
12th today as well as Cameron who will be turning 
12 on Friday 4th December. Also Mrs John is having 
her special day on Saturday 5th December. We hope 
all of you will enjoy your special day! 

 

Students Of The Week 
for Attitude, Values and Study Habits 

Weeks 5 and 6 
TRANSITION - Samuel & Hayley 

K-1 - Dougie &Vicky 
2-4 - Evie & Rose 

5-6 - Steven & Zach 
CULTURAL IMMERSION 

Matilda 
PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 

Tori-for doing a fantastic job reading at the 
Remembrance Day Ceremony. 
 
Harry- for enthusiasm and dedication shown in daily 
‘Health Hustle’ sessions. 
 

HOME READING AWARDS 
Emily, Xanthia, Ava S, Shakira and Evie 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

       Advent Prayer  

O God, during this Advent Season, 

Help me prepare for the 

Coming of your Son. 

May I remember to show kindness 

To those around me. 

Fill my heart with love for you. 

Amen 

ADVENT…... What is it all 

about? 

The season of Advent will begin on Sunday the 29th 
of November. Advent is the time of preparation for 
the coming of Christ at Christmas. The word 
ADVENT derives from the Latin word meaning 
coming, The Lord is coming. It is a time of expectant 
waiting and preparation for the celebration of the 
Nativity of Jesus at Christmas.  One Symbol used 
during the Season of Advent is an Advent Wreath . 
The wreath is made up of evergreen leaves shaped in 



 
a circle and 4 candles. A circle has no beginning or 
an end. The circle of the Advent wreath represents 
that God’s love for us is so great that it will never 
end. The wreath contains 3 purple candles and one 
pink candle. The candles represent HOPE, PEACE , 
JOY and LOVE. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRANSITION GRADUATION 

Last Friday there were some very excited transition 
students who were officially recognised as 
completing their Kindergarten Transition Program by 
taking part in an official graduation ceremony. All of 
our nine transition students have been coming to 
school every Friday (when COVID-19 restrictions 
were lifted) to help them prepare for Kindergarten 
next year. Unfortunately due to COVID-19 
restrictions the Graduation Ceremony was a part of 
our weekly assembly where the transition students 
performed a range of musical items with the K-2 
received their official Transition Graduation 
Certificates and a reading book. A big thank you goes 
out to Mrs Rees and also to Mrs Howarth for 
organising and leading the program throughout the 
year. We certainly hope to see them on their first day 
of Kindergarten in 2021. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 

Our Aquatic Activities will commence next Monday 
and conclude on Thursday 10th December. A note 
with further information will be accompanying 
this newsletter. Could you please ensure the note 
is returned by the end of this week. Please ensure 
that your child brings their swimmers, towel and 
every child MUST wear a rashie etc every day. 
 
 
 

 

REPORTING 
Semester 2 Reports are scheduled to go home on 
Tuesday 8th  December. During Week 10, teachers 
will be available for interviews. If you wish to make 
an appointment, please contact your child’s class 
teacher. 
 
2021 STUDENT RESOURCES 

In the near future a note will go home regarding the 
equipment students will need to start the 2021 school 
year. If you have any questions regarding this, please 
contact the school.  
 
SCHOOL FEES 

Term 4 School Fees were due last Friday. If you have 
not already paid these fees, could you please make 
payment as soon as possible so that the school’s 
finances can be completed before the end of the 
school year. If you are having difficulty paying your 
fees, please contact myself or Robyn to make 
alternative arrangements. 
 

 

 

YEAR 6 FAREWELL DINNER  

Our Year 6 students, their parents and staff will be 
celebrating their Year 6 graduation from Sacred 
Heart with a Farewell Dinner on Monday 7th 
December at the RSL Club. Invitations were sent 
home with the Yr 6 students last week. Please ensure 
that you confirm numbers by RSVP by Monday 
30th November for catering purposes. 
 
END OF YEAR MASS 

Our End of Year Mass will be celebrated on 
Wednesday 9th December beginning at 11.30am. 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 
Tues 24th - 2021 School Captain Speeches 
Fri 27th - Swimming Note due 
WEEK 8 & 9 - Swimming 
  
DECEMBER 
Mon 7th - Yr 6 Farewell Dinner 6:30pm 
Wed 9th - End of Year Mass 11:30am 
Thurs 10th - Presentation Ceremony  
Fri 11th - K-Yr 6 Excursion to Narrabri 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


