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             Week 6                Term 1               1st March 2021 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It is very hard to believe we are already into          
Week 6! The start of our school year has been          
very smooth and all classes have hit the ground         
running in 2021.  
 
Thank you to all the families that were able to          
make it to our Information Session last Monday        
night. It was wonderful to see such a large         
representation of our school community and I       
especially thank those that have taken on roles        
on our PTF/SAC Committee. Having a strong       
relationship between home and school has      
proven to be extremely beneficial for student       
achievement. With this in mind, we are       
committed to sharing with you our families the        
Improvement Agenda for 2021. 
 
Setting goals for whole-school improvement is      
not about identifying areas of weakness, rather it        
focuses on what we do well that can be further          
enhanced for the holistic development of our       
students. Our 2021 School Improvement goals      
are listed on the Parent Handbook and are also         
displayed in our school entrance foyer. In 2021,        
we have a specific focus on embedding a school         
culture of inclusiveness, improving student     
achievement in reading and on building      
collaborative relationships across the school     
community. 
 
One of our first actions in our improvement plan         
is to review and establish a new set of school          
values. This is being done in the form of seeking          
feedback for our Goals for Living and       
Learning Well at Sacred Heart. These goals       
fall into three categories; We are Learning, We        
are Safe, We are Respected. 

 
Last week during Peer Support time, we sought        
feedback from our students as to what that looks         
and feels like for them. In the coming weeks, we          
will also seek feedback from our families as to         
what you feel those values represent. Once       
established, these goals for living will form the        
cornerstone of our support for all students in        
their academic, social, emotional and     
behavioural growth.  
 
As mentioned above, a new PTF/SAC      
Committee was formed last Monday night.      
Thank you and congratulations to our 2021       
Committee: 
 
President - Mrs Kate Gough 
Vice-President - Mrs Heike Watson 
Secretary - Mrs Corrina Thomson 
Treasurer - Mrs Fran Jackson 
 
Parents are always welcome to attend our PTF        
Meetings - keep an eye out for the next         
advertised General Meeting.  
 
Special mention to Elliott Mitchell who      
celebrates his 12th birthday tomorrow 2nd      
March. 
 
I hope you have a great week! 
 
 
Nick Baird 
Principal 
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Announcement... 
We are excited to announce that      
next week we will be using a new        
system for our newsletters called     
iNewletter. 

WHY?  You ask… 

iNewletter offers many features not currently      
available to you in the current format like: 

● being compatible with all devices from your       
computer to your phone (no more zooming in        
or out and moving the page around the        
screen to see all the information). 

● multiple delivery methods like compass,     
facebook and email. 

● the ability to add many photos that can be         
scrolled through by simply swiping left or right        
(or clicking the arrows - depending on your        
device). You can scroll up or down to        

by-pass once you have finished viewing or if        
they do not interest you. 

● environmentally friendly - that means no      
more paper copies. You can still print it if you          
want to but once you see it in action we don't           
think you will. (at the moment all       
permission notes will still be printed and       
sent home) 

● if something changes, amendments can be      
made to the published newsletter. 

AND   SO   MUCH   MORE! 

 
 
RE News 

Second Week of Lent 
(school week beginning Monday 1st March) 

 

This week through Project Compassion we learn       
about 39-year-old Margret, a teacher at a       
vocational school for deaf students in the       
Solomon Islands. She was born deaf, so she        
knows the challenges it poses to education and        
employment. Apart from the difficulties the      
students all have, the school also faced water        
shortages, with not enough to supply staff and        
students with safe water for drinking, cooking,       
washing and growing vegetables. 

 

Then Tropical Cyclone Harold damaged the      
school and its vegetable garden, amidst the       
threat of COVID-19. Staff and students rely on        
the vegetable garden to provide food for their        
meals. 

With Caritas Australia’s support, the school      
installed water tanks, provided cyclone-proof     
building materials and helped to implement      
COVID-19 prevention measures. Margret's    
school now has enough water for its students        
and the capacity to cater for more, with plans to          
boost food security, through increased     
agricultural production.  

 

 

 

 

Students Of The Week 
for Attitude, Values and Study Habits 

 
Week 5 

K-1-2 - Kiarah Hill for her fantastic writing 
skills.  

3-4 - Oscar Thomson for fantastic listening 
skills and putting in effort into everything. 

 
5-6 - Hallie Thomson for her amazing effort 

in addition and subtraction. 
 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
Emily Valks for great contributions to our new 

school goals. 



 

· Around 60% of people in rural areas in the         
Solomon Islands don’t have access to piped       
water, while about 80% don’t have access to        
latrines or toilets. (UNICEF, 2019) 

Watch a short film about Margret’s story here. 

 “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.”  

 

Sports 

Report 

 
Diocesan Swimming 

  
It was an early morning start for 12 Sacred         
Heart children on Friday as they embarked on a         
journey to Scully Park Tamworth for the       
Armidale Diocesan Primary Sports Council     
Swimming Carnival. Congratulations to    
Jeremiah Talbott, Saxon Dickens, Oscar     
Thomson, Coen Gough, Xanthia Watson, Evie      
Watt, Karter Grover, Kayleigh Eather, Hallie      
Thomson, Felicity Gough, Tom Watt and Jack       
Rees for making it to this representative level. 
On Monday 22 March Evie Watt, Felicity Gough        
and our school PP5 Relay Team consisting of        
Hallie, Tom, Kayleigh and Felicity will compete       
at the POLDING Swimming Trials at Sydney       
Olympic Park after placing in the top three in         
their events. 
Well done to all children for their hard work,         
sportsmanship and excellent behaviour that was      
evident last Friday.  
 
Special thanks to Mrs Rees for assisting on the         
day and Ash Gough for timekeeping. Thank you        
also to Janet Watt and Karyn Eather for offering         
to help on the day. 

 
Katie Goddard           Swimming Co-Ordinator 

Diocesan Winter Trials 
Just a reminder: that students in Years 5 and          
6 were invited to nominate to trial at the         
Diocesan Winter Trials being held in Inverell on        
Friday 12 March. The Winter Trials sports are        
Rugby League (Boys 11 yrs and Opens       
divisions), Soccer (Girls and Boys), Hockey      
(Girls and Boys) and Netball (Girls only). If you         
have not already done so, please submit       
nominations to the school office     
immediately. 

Please note, these are selection trials only and        
not a coaching clinic, therefore previous      
experience playing in weekend competitions in      
these sports is required. 

Successful students will represent the     
Armidale Diocese team at the Polding Winter       
Trials in Bathurst on Friday 23 April (W1/T2) 

2021 Sacred Heart Stars  
The 2021 Sacred Heart Stars is our Transition        
Program for children who have enrolled (or       
considering enrolling) in Kindergarten for 2022      
here at Sacred Heart. We have had a fantastic         
response to our 2021 Sacred Heart Stars       
Program with 8 children enrolled so far. Miss        
Ash Mooney and Mrs Leah Rees have been        
busy planning and organising an incredible      
program and can not wait to meet the children. 
 
Just a reminder that we will be holding a short          
parent information session on Friday 5th March       
at 9am after dropping your children off to        
school. This session will go for approximately       
half an hour and will touch on what your child          
will be doing here at school during the day. 
 
You should have received a note via email,        
regarding what you need to send with your child         
when they attend the school. If for any reason         
you have not, please contact the office. 
  

https://data.unicef.org/topic/water-and-sanitation/drinking-water/
https://www.caritas.org.au/week-2-margret-video
https://www.caritas.org.au/week-2-margret-video


 

We still have a number of vacancies, so        
please spread the word around! 

Current (due back this week): 
Fri 5th Mar - POLDING Swimming 
registration  
______________________________________ 
Overdue: 
Fri 26th Feb - Diocesan Winter Trails 

     nominations 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BARNABAS KIDS’ CLUB (for primary      
school kids - Kinder to Year 6) 
Tuesdays during term time - 3:15pm - 5pm 
St Barnabas Community Church, Boggabri     
(corner of Laidlaw and Dalton Streets) 
Afternoon Tea / Bible Stories / Outdoor Games /         
Craft / Bible Songs / Indoor Games 
The Kids’ Club leaders will collect children from        
both schools if you would like your child to be          
collected, however you let us know and inform        
your school of these arrangements. 
A registration form can be collected from the        
school office.  
 
GUNNEDAH PCYC VACATION CARE    
2-WEEK PROGRAM 
Gunnedah PCYC will be running a 2-Week       
Vacation Care Program in the upcoming school       
holidays. Please see the attached documents      
for registration details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MARCH 
 
Fri 5th - TRANSITION STARTS 

   (parent information session at 9.00am) 

Fri 12th - Diocesan Winter Trials - Inverell 
Wed 17th - Town Banner Workshop 

  BPS (Yr 5/6) 

Mon 22nd - Polding Swimming - Sydney 

 
APRIL 
 
Thur 1st - Last Day of Term 
Fri 2nd - Good Friday 
Sun 3rd - Easter Sunday 
Fri 23rd - Polding Winter Trials - Bathurst 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


