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The students from Kindergarten to Year 6, including or  
prospective students for 2019, were immersed in a collaborative writ-
ing space on Friday 30th September 2018. The main learning  
intention was to revise our school’s writing initiative (outlined in our 
Annual Improvement Plan) Seven Steps and have the  
students write an exciting ending for a book used in our modelled and 
shared reading time. The selected text was titled ‘BOY’  
written by Phil Cummmings and illustrated by Shane Devries. 
Mrs Harrison modelled how to unpack the learning intention and  
co-construct the success criteria. At the end of the learning sequence, 

the students shared their stories and answered the five essential questions.  What are you  
learning and why? How are you going? How do you know? How can you improve? Where 
do you go for help? After Father’s Day festivities, we were back into learning and  
commenced planning our chicken coop, naming the learning spaces and  
beautifying the space at the front of the school to include the statue. Some of the  
initial plans are included for you to have a look at our upcoming projects.   
The students had to research plants, cost materials and lay out designs and survey  
students. This is mathematical inquiry at its best. Students will continue working on these 
projects collaboratively during Term 3 and hopefully projects will come to  
fruition in Term 4.Below are some examples of our exciting endings for the picture book 
“BOY”. 

Rylee 

I Can…. 

 Engage the audience 

 Articulate what an exciting ending is 

 Plan for success 

 Ban the boring  

 Use adjectival adverbial, prepositional phrases 
and clauses 

 Use punctuation in my writing 

 Use  sophisticated vocabulary 
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Kangaroos - Hidde Goodman 
 
Questions I chose to research 
What do Kangaroos eat? 
Can a kangaroo knock a tree down? 
How far can a kangaroo jump in a  
single leap? 
Facts I have researched. 
Kangaroos are the largest  
 marsupials on earth.   
They are mainly native to  
  Australia.   
The Western Grey Male kangaroo   
  has a curry  like smell.   
Kangaroos are mainly nocturnal. 

Learning Intention 
We are learning to write an information report about a locally 
grown plant/crop or an animal. 
Success Criteria 

 I can  ask questions about the information I want to look up 
 I can listen to information about the topic 
 I can tell a friend as they video me 
 I can read the information using digital technology and    
     tell a friend about it 
 I can draw pictures to show what I know about the topic 
 I can write the information into my own words about the topic 
 I can edit my work 
Year 2 

 I can use describing words to give the reader 
more information about the topic 

Bats - Kate Harrison 
Facts I have researched. 
 Bats are mammals of the order Chiroptera; 
 Bats fly around at night and sleep at day.   
 There are over one thousand different 

kinds of bats. 
 Bats can see in the dark. 
 Most bats eat insects. 
 Some bats use eco-location, which means 

they say  something and it  bounces back. 
 The oldest bat ever found was over twenty 

years old. 

Sheep - Addie Eyles 
Facts I have researched. 
 There are over one billion sheep  in the 

world. 
 China has the largest number of  sheep in 

the world. 
 Adult female sheep are known  as ewes. 
 Adult male sheep are known as rams. 
 Castrated adult male sheep are known as  

wethers. 
 A group of sheep is a flock 
 Young sheep are known as lambs. 

Decoding Reading Strategies are used in the 
K/1/2 classroom to help students to become  
efficient readers.  Decoding is the process of 
translating print into speech by rapidly matching 
a letter or combination of letters to their 
sounds and recognising the patterns that make 
syllables and words. 
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Elsie Warby 
 
Favourite Colour: Rainbow 

Favourite Food: Vanilla Ice Cream 

Favourite Hobby: Playing dress-ups 

Pet: ‘Fluffy’ the lamb 

Favourite Movie: Lego Frozen 

Favourite Book: Baa Moo, what will we do. 
When I grow up I want to:  Help Dad on the farm. 

The students in K/1/2 have been  
reflecting daily on their learning for each sub-
ject.  The following questions are: 
 Things I have learned are….. 
 I need to work on ………. 
 My strength today was…….. 
 My biggest improvement is ……. 
 I would like to learn more about……... 
Please revisit and discuss these at home with your 
child to help reinforce the concepts taught at school.   
 

Congratulations to those students who are con-
sistently handing in their homework on Fri-
day.  We do appreciate the effort that  parents 
are placing on the importance of a positive 
learning  relationship between school and 
home. The 

discussions that take place 
around home  
readers, the sight word recall, 
the weekly mathematics focus, 
the learning of spelling words 
or the simple act of giving time 
to others, helps reinforce your 
child’s learning progress, and 
these successes are certainly  
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Naming our CLC’s 
The chicken coop groups knuckled down to design a safe haven for some lit-
tle chickens.  The nests need to be away from the western side so the 
eggs won’t spoil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do 
you have a favourite name for our 
learning spaces?  

The K-2 collaborative learning space is waiting for an identity,   
will it be “Laughing Kookaburras” or “Dreamtime CLS”? 

“Boy” continued     


