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3 July 2019
Term 2 Week 10

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents
Wow, what a busy term we have had! Thank you to all our students, parents and staff for your collaborative approach to
helping achieve the best possible outcomes for all at St Joseph’s and I look forward to working with you all next term.
Drought School Fee Relief Fund
The Diocese of Armidale has set aside a Drought School Fee Relief Fund. This is to offer fee relief to parents affected
directly and indirectly by the drought in our school community. The Bishop and the Catholic Schools Office recognise the
plight of not only farmers but all of those who are drought affected - including agriculture-related businesses or those who
work in towns and communities who depend on the rural sector. Families are encouraged to contact the Principal to
discuss how we can support each other through this difficult time. All discussions remain completely confidential.
St Joseph’s School is a family-centred community and is here to support our families in whatever way we can.
NAIDOC Week celebrations
NAIDOC week celebrations commenced for our school this morning with the Flag raising ceremony and Year 6 speeches.
Tomorrow the whole school will travel to Inglebah for a day of activities, including an opening and closing ceremony and
traditional dance instruction for our students. Please ensure that you have returned your permission notes by
tomorrow. Thank you to Bianca Walters for her organisation of this important celebration.
Let’s Hang It! 2019
Our students once again this year entered artworks into this prestigious competition run by NERAM in Armidale. I am
excited to announce that two of our students’ artworks have been selected as finalists. Congratulations to Meredith
Hannaford and Xavier Wallace on their great achievement. The exhibition of finalists’ artworks and the announcement of
prize winners will be held at NERAM on Friday 2nd August starting at 6pm. All welcome to attend.

Transition
Our Transition program will commence the first Wednesday back next term, 24th July. St Joseph’s Transition is a free no
obligation program that will run every Wednesday during Terms 3 and 4 until the end of the year. If you know of any parents
who have a school aged child ready to start Kindergarten next year please share with them the information about our
Transition program and encourage them to contact the school for further information.
Term 3
Please note that the students will return to school for Term 3 on Tuesday 23rd July. Monday 22 July is a pupil free day as
staff will be undergoing professional development.
On behalf of the staff, I wish you all a safe and restful holiday break.

Kind regards
Judy Elks
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This morning we celebrated NAIDOC week
with a Flag Raising Ceremony followed by
speeches from our Year 6 students. Tomorrow
we will continue the celebrations with a trip to
Inglebah-Walcha for the day. The bus will be
leaving school at 9AM SHARP, please do
not be late! Remember to dress in Mufti
celebrating the Aboriginal colours of Black,
Red and Yellow. Warm clothes and suitable
footwear are advised. You will also need to
bring a hat and drink bottle. For students
who do not wish to eat the traditional
Aboriginal food, please pack your own
morning tea and lunch.
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FAITH NEWS
Week 1 Term 3 is Marriage and Family Week
This week is set aside to celebrate family as modelled by the parents of Mary,
Ss Anne and Joachim, whose feast day is recognised in the church Friday 26th
July.
All schools across the Diocese will be recognising Marriage and Family Week.
Both classes will be participating in a lesson planned and delivered by their
teachers relating to the theme THE FAMILY: SCHOOL OF VIRTUE.
Confirmation
All candidates received a Confirmation Card during the week. These cards are
to be filled out with your child’s personal details and returned to school well
before the celebration of the sacrament. Monsignor will sign these cards upon
their return to school. There is no need for him to sign before returning them to
school.
The following information has been provided by Bishop Michael Kennedy to support you in helping your
child prepare for receiving the sacrament. Other details will be discussed at the Parent Meeting on 30th
July at 5.30pm
3. Confirmation Name

The Baptismal name can be chosen, provided it is a Saint’s name.

Any gender Saint can be chosen i.e. boy can choose female Saint; girl can choose male Saint.
4. Confirmation Sponsors

It is desirable that the Confirmation sponsor be the one who was the sponsor at Baptism.

In any case the sponsor should be a confirmed Catholic normally no less than sixteen years of age
who has received the Blessed Eucharist and who lives a life of faith which befits the role to be
undertaken.

Parents and step-parents may not be sponsors of their children.
MINI VINNIES
On Wednesday 26th June we hosted the Mini Vinnies conference. We welcomed over 60 student and
teachers from St Mary’s, Armidale and St Patrick’s, Walcha.
Mr Michael O’Kane lead us on the journey with his assistant Sophie. We joined in prayers and bible
readings and sang a Mini Vinnies song. Then recess came.
After recess we played a fun game called Untangle the Human Knot. It was fun but challenging. The
winning team was Walcha school. We congratulated them.
We then came inside and participated in 3 activities. We were split into 3 groups and we did word
searches and then we thought about what we need and what we want. We thought about what the
homeless had and what they didn't have. My group learnt about couch surfing. It is crashing on a friends
or family members couch because you have nowhere else to stay.
We had a great day mixing with children from the other schools
Shyan Dodd and Ethan Wooldridge

CSO LEADERSHIP TEAM VISIT
Last Monday we had the pleasure of having
members of the CSO Leadership Team visit our
school.

St. Joseph’s School, Wood Street, Uralla
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NERAM’S ‘LET’S HANG IT!’
Thank you to all students who submitted a piece of art work to the NERAM’s ‘Let’s Hang It!’ competition. A
huge congratulations to two of our students who’s art works have been selected amongst the 73 finalists.
Infants Division:
Xavier Wallace ‘Sweet Summer’
Primary Division:
Meredith Hannaford ‘Inside the Tin’
The exhibition opening and prize giving ceremony will be held at 6pm on Friday 2nd August 2019 at NERAM
in Kentucky St, Armidale. The artworks will be on display from 2nd August to 18th August in the 2019
Let’s Hang It! Exhibition.
BOOK FAIR AND GRANDPARENTS DAY
We will be holding our Book Fair and Grandparents day on Wednesday 21st August 2019. Start time will be
advised closer to the date.
REAL TALK
There will be a Parent Information Night for Real Talk held in the Primary Learning Studio at 6pm on Tuesday
13th August.
ASSEMBLY
Our next assembly will be held Friday 9th August (Term 3, Week 3) at 2:30pm. All welcome.
SCHOOL MASS
There will be NO Mass this Friday 5th July. Weekend Mass in the parish for the next three weeks will be
Sunday mornings at 8am.
COMMUNITY NEWS

The Aboriginal Culture Centre and Keeping Place (ACCKP) - Holiday Program for primary school children
from Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July, 9am till 12noon. The theme for the July Holiday Program is
“Music”. Children will have the opportunity to learn and carry our activities surrounding this theme.
The cost for the morning tea, supervision, materials and activities will be covered by the ACCKP. This holiday
program is being funded by the Department of Education. Registration is required and a form can be picked
up from the front office along with a schedule of the days events.
Lunar Astronaut Training Workshop - Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the first Moon Landing.
FREE 90 minute workshop of fun science activities for ages 8+ @ Uralla Library on Tuesday 16th July 1pm 2:30pm. Activities include:

Build and Launch your own rocket (and take it home)

Lunar Landing simulator program

Robotic Moon Buggy building and navigation

Repair communications equipment while wearing a Space Suit
Bookings essential - call 6778 6470 or book online at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/uralla-lunar-astronauttraining-workshop-tickets-63840921916

Dates to Remember
Thu 4 July:
NAIDOC

Fri 2 Aug:
9am School Athletics Carnival

Fri 5 July:
Last Day Of Term 2

Fri 2 Aug:
NERAM Exhibition 6pm

Mon 22 July:
PUPIL FREE DAY

Fri 9 Aug:
Assembly 2:30pm

Tue 23 July:
First Day Of Term 3

Tue 13 Aug:
Parent Info Night REAL TALK 6pm

Wed 21 Aug:
Book Fair and Grandparents Day
Thu 22 Aug:
Young Australia Workshop
9:30am (More info next term)
Wed 4 Sep:
School Photos
Thu 5 Sep:
Yr6 O’Connor STEP Day

