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Dear Parents 
 

Welcome back to the beginning of the 2020 school year. I hope you had an enjoyable and fun filled holiday with your 
family and friends. We have another exciting year ahead of us and we are looking forward to working closely with you 
and your child as they continue their education. 

 

Mass 

The Beginning Year Mass will be held on Tuesday 11 Feb 2020 at 6pm. All welcome. 

 

Staff News 

I would like to welcome Mrs Rebecca Finlayson to our school. Mrs Finlayson will be full-time teaching our 3-6 class in 
the Primary Studio. Rebecca is an experienced teacher focused on the individual. She will be an asset to our school. 
Please make her feel welcome! Miss Kelly is away on leave and will return Monday of Week 4. 

 

Informal Meeting for Year 3-6 Parents 

Next week we are inviting the Year 3-6 parents to come in and meet Mrs Finlayson. This informal meeting is an 
opportunity for you to meet Rebecca and to discuss information about your child - their strengths and weaknesses, 
personalities, and any other details you would like her to know in order to support your child on their learning journey. To 
arrange a time please complete the sheet enclosed and return to the office as soon as possible. 

 

The Three-Way Partnership 

Parents and guardians are a valued part of our school and here at St Joseph’s we pride ourselves on working with parents 
to support each and every child to achieve their highest potential in all areas. Our three-way partnership, “student, parent, 
teacher”, allows us to support your child to succeed.  Parents and guardians are also reminded that we like to address any 
type of problem as quickly as possible, so if you have any sort of concern please drop in or make an appointment with 
your child’s teacher or myself to work through your concerns. We are looking forward to an exciting and fruitful year. 

 

School Rules 

School rules are an important part of what makes St Joseph’s the great place it is. Please note that our school rules are 
summed up in the following statement: 

The students at St Joseph’s are: Safe Respectful, Responsible Learners. 

This statement was developed by our students in order to make our school a happy workspace for our students to learn, 
play and be safe. 

We also encourage our students to “use their words” which means that we encourage our students to ask questions and 
discuss issues with their peers, in a polite way, to solve problems that inevitably will arise between students. If students 
need more support to sort these issues they are encouraged to speak to teachers so problems can be solved as quickly as 
possible.  All issues brought to teachers’ attention are dealt with on the day and parents will be contacted if necessary. 
Please encourage your child to follow this procedure. 

 

Welcome to our Kindergarten Students 

I would like to officially welcome our four Kindergarten students 
to St Joseph’s. Harry St Clair, Bobbi Schultz, Seth Wallace, and 
Ellie Wallace. They have all settled in well and are enjoying their 
new routines. 

 

Kind regards 

Judy Elks 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
 
 



SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
 

Library will be held on Fridays. Please encourage your children to use the Library weekly. They can use 
their school green satchel to carry their books. Mass will continue each Friday morning at 9:10am. Any 
changes will be advertised in the newsletter. Assembly will be held on Friday afternoon at 2:45pm during 
Weeks 3, 5 and 9 each term. All parents, carers and friends are welcome to attend. 
 

ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL 
 

A reminder to parents that if your child is absent from school could you please phone or email on the day or 
send a written note when they return to school state the reason of absence. Thank you. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 

Thank you for dressing your students in their school uniform, they look amazing. Please ensure that all 
items of clothing are labelled clearly with your child’s name. Don’t forget that the uniform pool is always 
there for any extra requirements for a gold coin donation. 
 

FRUIT AND VEG TIME 
 

We will continue with our fruit and veg time at 8:55 before the students go to class in the morning. 
As this is only a short session I encourage you to send in cut up fruit that can be eaten within the 
time frame. If you send a piece of whole fruit, please make it a small one. 
 

BEGINNING OF YEAR MASS 
 

Our Beginning of Year Mass will be held on Tuesday 11 February at 6:00pm followed by a BBQ in the 
school grounds. Parents are kindly asked to please bring a salad dish to go with the BBQ. During Mass we 
will have the induction of school leaders and commissioning of staff. This special Mass will allow us all to 
come together as a school community to celebrate the beginning of the new school year and ask God’s 
blessing for the year ahead. All welcome! 
 

TERM 1 CALENDAR 
 

Please find included within this newsletter a draft calendar for Term 1 showing all activities and events 
which have been organised to date. You will be advised of any additional events or activities via our weekly 
newsletter or by special notes sent home with your child. You can also access the newsletter on our 
website www.stjosephsuralla.catholic.edu.au 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY MONDAY 23 MARCH 
 

Later in the term we will be implementing a new school administration system across the 
school for both teachers and admin staff to use. Implementation of this new system will 
require the teachers and admin staff to be involved in a training day. This day will be on 
Monday 23rd March so our students will not be attending school on this day. Thank 
you for your support. 
 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
 

Our school swimming carnival will be held in Week 4 on Thursday 20 
February from 12noon to 3:00pm. All children from years K-6 will 
attend this carnival. The students will leave the school after morning 
recess and walk to the pool. The day will involve a formal carnival and 
novelty events for less experienced swimmers. Our goal is for 
maximum participation of all students to the best of their ability. We 
would appreciate helpers for this day. If anyone is able to offer their 
time on the day, it would be very much appreciated. Championship 
medals and ribbons will be presented at our assembly in Week 5. The 
Diocesan Carnival will be held in Moree on Friday 28 February. Notes 
will be sent home with students who qualify for this event on the 
Friday after our carnival. 
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WELCOME MRS FINLAYSON 
 
I am very excited to be part of the amazing team at St Joseph’s 
school. I am married with three beautiful children of my own and 
am originally from Guyra. I completed my Bachelor of Education 
at UNE in 1993. I have taught in many places including 
Brewarrina, London, Stanthorpe and Armidale. I have recently 
been teaching in Mungindi.  
I am very passionate about the education of children and I 
absolutely love to teach. I am grateful for this opportunity to 
work with your child and learn together, from the many 
experiences that we will encounter. 
 
Mrs Bec Finlayson 

 
 

WATER SUPPLY 
 

Uralla Shire Council has supplied the school with bottled water which is available to all students 
throughout the day. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to the following students who received Highly Commended in last years Australia Day 
Poster Competition: Matilda Boxsell, Shyan Dodd, Brittany Doran, Meredith Hannaford, Montana Hayes, 
Prestyn Mavin, Seth Munzenrieder and Kaitlyn Walters. 
And Congratulations to Jade Redmond for receiving Best Poster from the School! 
 

GATE CLOSURE / CARPARK SAFETY 
 

As a safety precaution the pedestrian gate at the front of the school on the eastern side will be closed 
until the removal of the pine tree near it. You would have noticed that one of the trees has been 
removed after it fell in a heavy windstorm before the end of last term. There is also some concern about 
the state of the one adjacent to it. Monsignor Wilkes has engaged a contractor to remove it as soon as 
possible. In the meantime, we will keep that gate locked and ask that all parents, students and visitors 
use the entry gate at the western end next to the mailbox. 
Parents are also reminded that the staff carpark is for staff and authorised personnel only and is not to 
be used as a walkway. As part of our ongoing efforts to maintain the safety of our students, I would like 
to remind you that when you or your child enter or leave the school grounds could you please use the 
cement footpaths only. The safety of our students and families is of the utmost importance to us and we 
thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
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LOCATED: St Joseph’s Primary School     HOURS: 7am till 9am and 3pm till 6pm 

Contact William Wong 
Director of Sherpa Kids 

M: 0410841628 
E: hurstville@sherpa-kids.com.au 

Independently owned and operated. 
ABN 51600924409 and ABN 53626442680 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

mailto:hurstville@sherpa-kids.com.au
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Dates to  Remember 

ASSEMBLY 
Our first Assembly for the year will be held next Friday 14th February (Week 3) at 2:45pm. All welcome. 

 
SCHOOL MASS 

Our first Mass for the year will be held this Friday 7th February at 9:10am. All welcome. 
 

CANTEEN 
Week 3 - $4 Taco Boats 
ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE. Orders can either be sent in to 
the school office or by messaging Peta on 0417 509 015. Thank You! 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
ART CLASSES @ LITTLE BIRDY 
When: Wednesday afternoons starting today February 5th 4-5pm 
Where: Little Birdy 38 Hill Street Uralla 
Cost: $120/Child/Term (10 weeks) 
All materials supplied. Primary school aged children 5-12yrs. Register at Little Birdy. 
 
YOUR URALLA SHOW is on this Saturday 8th February 2020. Come along and join in the fun and 
entertainment. 
Enquiries: Phone 6778 5099 or 0401 307 161 or visit www.urallashow.org for more information. 
 
PARENTING ON PURPOSE - FREE 
Sick of repeating yourself? Giving in to stop the whining? Tearing your hair out? Stop shouting and start 
connecting! For parents who may like to strengthen their knowledge & skills. 
When: 5 x Tuesdays - 11, 18, 25 February & 3, 10 March 2020 
Time: 9:30am to 12:30pm 
Where: Centacare Armidale - 150 Rusden Street Armidale 
Registrations are essential. This course is subject to numbers. 
For more information or to register, contact the Family Relationship Centre through Centacare NENW 1800 
372 826. 
 
HEALTHY KIDS ASSOCIATION - Promoting and influencing healthy food choices for children. 

The humble sandwich is the answer to back to school lunches 

For most parents, the prospect of kids going back to school means one thing - they're back to 
making (or buying) school lunches. 

This year, we're working with the Grains & Legumes Nutrition Council to BRING BACK THE SANDWICH - a 
campaign designed to celebrate the humble sandwich and its place in a healthy and balanced school lunch. 

Whether it's from the canteen or made at home, a sandwich is a great way to increase a child's intake of 
nutritious whole grains. Just two slices of whole grain or wholemeal bread ticks off 2/3 of their daily intake for 
whole grains! Need some sammie inspiration? Visit the following websites: https://www.glnc.org.au/recipes/
sandwiches or https://healthy-kids.com.au You can also follow the campaign on Facebook or search the 
hashtag #bringbackthesandwich. 

Tue 11 Feb: 
6pm Beginning Year Mass 
Fri 14 Feb: 
2:45pm Assembly 
Tue 18 Feb: 
3:30pm Twilight Prayer 
Thu 20 Feb: 12noon-3pm 
Swimming Carnival 
Wed 26 Feb: 
ASH Wednesday 
Fri 28 Feb: DIO Carnival & 
2:45pm Assembly 

Fri 6 Mar: 
HIP HOP Session 
Thu 19 Mar: 
St Joseph’s Day 
Mon 23 Mar: 
PUPIL FREE DAY 
Thu 26 Mar: 
9am Life Ed Van Visit 
Fri 27 Mar: 
2:45pm Assembly 

BIRTHDAYS 
10 Jan: Malakye Wright-Pearson 
18 Jan: Cohen Hannaford 
24 Jan: Birdie-Jean Lalor 
29 Jan: Montana Hayes 
1 Feb: Mariah Carlon 
6 Feb: Sienna Garside 
7 Feb: Maya Kauffmann &  
   Harry Kauffmann 

https://www.glnc.org.au/recipes/sandwiches
https://www.glnc.org.au/recipes/sandwiches
https://healthy-kids.com.au/
https://healthykids.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jhlukde-uhdkkyijli-u/

