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Dear Parents

29 April 2020
Term 2 Week 1

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Welcome back to Term 2! Thank you to our parents and teachers for the outstanding work you put in to set up our remote
learning program in Term 1. We will continue to work this way while these uncertain and challenging times extend into
Term 2. Be assured that our staff are committed to the education of your children and we will continue to do great work,
through our collaborative partnership with families.

I would like to reassure parents that the teachers realise that our students need quality, not quantity when it comes to their
school work! Keeping this in mind, our teachers have built the remote learning program with a focus on essential learning
in the areas of English and Maths and therefore the zoom sessions will have this emphasis. Each lesson will focus on
essential learning, carefully constructed by our teachers who know what their students need and who want them to
succeed. It is not about doing “heaps” or more, but actually less, ensuring learning is focused, targeted and achievable.
At the moment things are already quite stressful for our families and the last thing we want to do is add to this by loading
the students with more “work” and more to do. This is why learning time is limited to a few hours a day. Extra time can
then be used for things which still benefit and add to the education experience but won’t create the stress that learning
sometimes does.
The current situation can be seen as an opportunity for the children to have time to play more games, get a bit creative,
spend time outdoors and learn something new (perhaps even learn how to do the dishes, make the bed or set the table for
dinner!)
I encourage you to contact your child’s teacher or myself if you or your child are having any problems with the remote
learning during this time. Our focus is your child and anything that we can do to support you or your child, we will
endeavour to do. You are not alone! Contact us if you need us!
Please continue to check your emails as we will keep you informed with any updates regarding our next steps in returning
your child to the school setting.
Compass Portal
By now you should have all received some emails via the new Compass Portal for parents. We will be sending you more
updates as they come to hand. You should have also received your invitation to access the portal with your personal login
and password (please ensure you keep them confidential and secure). If you have not been able to log into the portal,
please contact the school office and we will assist you with it. If you have not yet tried logging in, could we please ask
that you do.
In coming weeks and months we will be releasing more modules through this portal to enhance the communication
network between school and home.
Photos and Articles for the Newsletter
We would appreciate any photos and little stories you might like to send in to us at the school email address for us to
include in our weekly newsletter. We love to see our kids’ faces!

Kind regards
Judy Elks
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ONLINE LEARNING
On Monday K/1/2 celebrated Anzac Day at home with their families. They
read the book ‘Here They Come’ and discussed the meaning of Anzac Day.
Throughout the day they worked on some simple writing tasks, sharing with
family members what they are grateful for today. K/1/2 looked at some
symbols that surround Anzac Day and created a poster to show what Anzac
Day means to them. Some were even lucky enough to bake Anzac biscuits.
Miss Kelly
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ONLINE LEARNING

“My wow words!”
Montana Hayes

Our Stage 2 students are learning to use a range of mental
strategies for addition and subtraction, including the jump
and split strategies. Chelsea is showing how to explain and
record the methods they use when adding and subtracting.

Easter is the best
Easter is the best because you can spend time with your
family.

Firstly Easter is the best because you get excited to go
search for Easter eggs.
Secondly Easter is the best because you can
get chocolates and presents.
Thirdly Easter is the best because at school we have
an Easter hat parade where your parents and grandparents
can come and watch us.
Easter is when Jesus rose from the dead.
For all these reasons I think Easter is the best.
By Montana Hayes

St. Joseph’s School, Wood Street, Uralla

PAGE 4

Ph 0267 784063 Fax 0267 783010 Email: uraadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.stjosephsuralla.catholic.edu.au

RE NEWS

HE IS RISEN

ALLELULIA

I pray you will have a peaceful day.
I pray that if worries come, you’ll be able to hand
them over to God.
May He relieve all your stress and give you His
peace.

LIBRARY NEWS
Library Zooms
2:00pm - Wednesday and Thursday
The students can Zoom in, make themselves comfortable, relax and listen to book readings with Mrs
Bremner. Please remind your children that this is not a ‘Chat’ session with their friends on Zoom, but a time
to listen, learn, discuss and relax after a big day of work at home.
A reminder also of other great learning resources your child/ren
can be tapping into during this time of learning at home:

BTN - Behind The News - ABC….website - public access
to stories and activities

World Book Online….students have school login details

Podcasts - there are some fantastic podcast specifically
for children * ABC Imagine This: Big Ideas for Little Ones
* ABC Fierce Girls
* ABC BTN - Behind The News
* ABC Kids Soundwalks
* Animal Sound Safari - ABC Radio
Take care everyone!
Mrs Bremner

Dates to Remember

BIRTHDAYS

“Wherever you go, no matter
what the weather, always bring
your own sunshine.”

Anthony J. D’Angelo
Author

CANTEEN NEWS
Canteen will not be
operating until we all return
to school. We will have a
new menu for you by then.

2 May: Xavier Wallace

