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Dear Parents

12 Aug 2020
Term 3 Week 4

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Mary MacKillop’s Feast Day
Last Saturday 8th August was the feast day of Australia’s first saint Mary MacKillop. The Josephite order of
nuns who established our school were founded by Mary MacKillop. We owe a great deal of gratitude to Mary
and the generations of Josephite nuns who came after her.
On Monday morning our school honoured Mary MacKillop with a small prayer service and period of reflection
on her life. We reminded ourselves that our school exists because of her and that Mary MacKillop is always
there to guide and inspire us in all that we do. We have also included a short biography and some inspirational
quotes of Mary MacKillop in this newsletter for you.
Congratulations
Congratulations again to our NERAM UNESAP Art Awards Finalists, Birdie-Jean Lalor (Infants) and Mariah
Carlon (Primary) for being among the 65 finalists chosen from over 450 entries in this year’s competition. The
competition was conducted online this year due to the COVID-19 restrictions. Digital links to announcements
of the winners and voting details for the People’s Choice Award are outlined in this newsletter.

Three-Way Partnership
Thank you to all our parents who were able to participate in our recent parent/teacher/student conferences.
Thank you also to those parents who were unable to participate in the conferences, but made other arrangements
to discuss their child’s progress with their teacher.
Research tells us that “family involvement can have a major impact on student learning. Family involvement in
schools is therefore central to high quality education and is part of the core business of schools.”
When schools and families work together, children have a far better chance of not only being successful in
school but being successful in life as well. At St Joseph’s we encourage a collaborative relationship between
parents, students and teachers. This three-way partnership is based on mutual trust, respect, and shared
responsibility for the education of the student.
We acknowledge that families are the first educators of their children and they continue to influence their
children’s learning and development during the school years and long afterwards. At St Joseph's our teachers
are dedicated and committed to supporting your children to achieve to their highest potential. We have an
important responsibility in helping parents provide educational foundations for your children’s future. This is
why it is important for families and schools to work together in partnership. I encourage you to build a close
relationship with our teachers. We are always here to support you and your child in any way we can. Thank you
for continuing to work with us to achieve great things for all our children.
Thank You
Last Friday I was treated to a little “surprise” by the students and staff who decided we should celebrate
Principal’s Day. They organised a beautiful little ceremony complete with a beautiful prayer, poems, singing,
flowers, balloons and cakes!
In reply, I told them that I feel so blessed and fortunate to be coming to work each day with my “Joey’s family”.
Thank you everyone, for your thoughtfulness and for reminding me why I love what I do.
Kind regards
Judy Elks
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MARY OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP FEAST DAY 8TH AUGUST
Mary MacKillop was born on 15 January 1842 in Melbourne, Victoria. Her parents were born in Scotland
and came to live in Australia. She had three sisters and four brothers.
Mary cared about the people who had no one to look after them such as boys and girls who just roamed the
streets, children in the country who had no school to go to, people who were old and sick and people who
had nowhere to live. Mary wanted more than anything to help these people.
Mary went to work as a teacher in a little country town in South Australia called Penola. There she met
Father Julian Tenison Woods who also wanted to do something for the poor children who could not afford to
pay the money needed to go to school. Together, in 1866, they began the first St Joseph’s School in an old
stable. Two of Mary’s younger sisters also taught in the school and other young women came to help them.
On 19 March 1866 (St Joseph’s Day) Mary started to wear a simple black dress and began the
Congregation of the Sisters of St Joseph. Now as a Sister, she dedicated her life to doing God’s work. As
more and more young women joined Mary as Sisters, they were able to start more schools. All children
were welcome at the Josephite schools, which provided free Catholic education.
In Adelaide they opened a place for women who had nowhere to live, an orphanage for children who had no
parents to look after them and a house where poor people could come and stay. The Sisters visited people
who were in gaol and those who were poor and sick.
Mary MacKillop was kind to all people, even if they did not agree with her. She died on 8 August 1909 in
Alma Cottage, North Sydney. Mary helped many people during her lifetime and after she died, the Sisters of
St Joseph kept on doing the good work she had started.
Mary MacKillop kept her faith in God and bravely challenged those who did not support her vision for a
more caring world. Mary is an important Australian who spent her life helping people, especially children.
She is Australia’s first Saint.
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MESSAGE FROM NERAM
UNESAP ART AWARDS
Parents and students can tune in to the UNESAP awards announcement on Facebook and our
webpage: https://www.neram.com.au/unesap-2020-online-exhibition/
Over the next couple of weeks, the finalists’ works will be returned to the school along with certificates for
the students and St Joseph’s Primary School.
Despite the switch to digital submissions and an online exhibition due to restrictions imposed by COVID19, this year’s competition was highly successful with 30 schools participating and 65 finalists selected
from 450 entries. Next year we look forward to presenting the annual UNESAP ‘Let’s Hang It’ physically
at NERAM once again.

It certainly helps us to showcase the creative talents of regional students and teachers throughout NSW.
Please be aware that voting for the People’s Choice Award is open until Sunday 16 August. Any member
of the public can vote via our website:
https://www.neram.com.au/unesap-online-voting-peoples-choice-award/
Best wishes,
Belinda Hungerford
NERAM Manager, Exhibitions & Curatorial

‘Fireworks In Paris’
Birdie-Jean Lalor

‘As The Sun Sets…’
Mariah Carlon

WEEKLY AWARDS
Congratulations to the following students on receiving this weeks awards:
Lolah Ridgewell, Ellie Wallace, Justin Redmond and Sam Munzenrieder
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ASSEMBLY
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no
assembly until further notice.

Week 5 - $5: Lasagne with Salad

or

SCHOOL MASS
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no
school mass until further notice.

CANTEEN
Plain cheese sandwich (toasted optional)

ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE. Orders can either be
sent in to the school office or by messaging Peta on 0417 509 015. Thank You!

CELEBRATING PRINCIPALS DAY 7TH AUGUST

Dates to Remember

Wed 27 May till
Wed 3 June:
National
Reconciliation
Week

BIRTHDAYS

Every Wednesday:
TRANSITION
Wed 23 Sept:
BOOK FAIR

17 Aug: Seth and Ellie
Wallace

