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Dear Parents

16 SEP 2020
Term 3 Week 9

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Vibrant Classroom Spaces
As a system of schools, the Armidale Diocese is able to ensure that we are all provided with the latest in
educational thinking and practices. One of the many professional development opportunities we have received
over the past few years was from the renowned educator Lyn Sharratt.
Sharratt (2019) refers to the classroom as the ‘Third Teacher’ - after parents as the first teacher, and
professional educators encountered when a student commences their formal education - and suggests that it is
critical for teachers to consider and co-construct this valuable resource very carefully. The learning space
becomes a critical third tool in promoting creativity, originality, perseverance, risk taking, learning from
mistakes, problem solving, resolving conflict, collaboration and critical thinking. (Sharratt 2019)
Here at St Joseph’s we have created wonderful learning spaces for the students - not only by the use of dynamic
furniture and fittings but in the use of the classroom walls as dynamic visual learning spaces. Learning is
happening in an organic way under the guidance, direction and energy of the teachers but more importantly is
being “owned” by the students. We believe that we are indeed promoting that creativity and critical thinking
that Sharratt speaks about.

Kindergarten Enrolments
We have been encouraged by the interest shown in our enrolments for kindergarten for next year. If you know
of any other families wishing to enrol a child for kindergarten for 2021 please let them know that they are most
welcome to make an appointment for a tour of our school and to receive an enrolment pack. Due to COVID
protocols, arrangements for visits can be made out of school hours.
Book Fair and Parade
As you have been advised, our Book Fair and Parade will be run differently this year due to the COVID
restrictions. The children are invited to come to school dressed as their favourite book character on Wednesday
23 September.
We plan to video the children parading in their costumes and then share it with you via email with a private
link. So make sure that you check your emails next Wednesday after the parade!
The children would have already taken home their wish lists for the Book Fair for you to peruse and discuss.
Please see the Book Fair information in this newsletter for details about payment. This is also a great
opportunity to buy ahead for Christmas and birthday gifts. Each year we are able to buy some wonderful books
for the school library funded by the commission on the sales. Thank you for your support.

Kind regards
Judy Elks
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3/4/5/6 TENNIS IN ACTION
Our students are enjoying sport on Friday as they learn the skills of tennis.

IN AND AROUND THE
CLASSROOM
K/1/2 are exploring fractions in
maths. They are identifying
fractions as being part of a
whole. Students are
recognising wholes, halves,
quarters and eighths of
shapes, objects and
collections.
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ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL UNIFORM
Boys Uniform

Girls Uniform

Summer
Black shoes with grey ankle socks
Grey shorts - Rugger’s / stubbies design
Pale green hang out short-sleeved shirt with
bottle green school crest on left pocket

Summer
Black shoes with white ankle socks
Skorts for all girls K-6 in the new check (special
makes are available)
Hang out white short-sleeved shirts with bottle
green school crest on left pocket

Sports Uniform
Bottle green and gold panelled sports shirt, with
gold school crest on left chest.
Bottle green shorts – in a microfibre or rugby
knit with logo on left leg – (parents have a choice
of which they prefer)
Sports shoes and white socks
Bottle green tracksuit with crest on left chest

Sports Uniform
Bottle green and gold panelled sports shirt, with
gold school crest on left chest.
Bottle green shorts – in a microfibre or rugby
knit with logo on left leg – (parents have a choice
of which they prefer)
Sports shoes and white socks
Bottle green tracksuit with crest on left chest

We ask parents to ensure that all children present themselves at school in their correct uniform. The
school’s official uniform supplier is InterSports Armidale located at 151 Rusden Street, Armidale. Phone
6771 2344.The school stocks the school hats and ties as a service to our families as these items are
frequently lost.
GREEN SCHOOL HAT (Available from school for $10.) HAT MUST BE WORN BY ALL STUDENTS ALL
YEAR ROUND. Such hats are compulsory in all NSW Primary Schools as is the school’s ‘no hat, no play’
policy. Both are strictly enforced.
*Jewellery: Watch, studs, small sleepers acceptable.
*Hair: ‘Colouring of hair’ is not to occur during the school term.
*Wearing of make-up and nail polish is unacceptable during school hours.
Students wear summer uniforms in Terms 1 and 4 and winter uniform in Terms 2 and 3 (Parents
are to use their discretion during abnormal weather fluctuations).
ALL ITEMS OF CLOTHING ARE TO BE CLEARLY LABELLED WITH THE CHILD’S NAME
If a student is out of uniform for any reason a note must be sent to the Principal. This is a short term
solution and all efforts need to be made to ensure the correct uniform is worn at all times.
RELIGION
In Religion we are learning about God as creator, and to appreciate more
fully that creation is good. We are called to be one with each other and the
earth community. We are focusing on developing an understanding of our
responsibility to care for God’s creation. Learning opportunities will help us to
explore our decisions to respect and care for the environment which will
affect our world, both now and in the future. We are all created in the image
of God and are called to live in harmony with our world.

ORGANIC LEARNING

St. Joseph’s School, Wood Street, Uralla
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CANTEEN
Week 10 - $5: Nachos
or
Plain cheese sandwich (toasted
optional)
ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY
THE FRIDAY BEFORE. Orders can
either be sent in to the school office
or by messaging Peta on
0417 509 015. Thank You!

BOOKFAIR
Wednesday 23 September

Every purchase you make at
our Book Fair earns
LEARNING AND LITERACY
RESOURCES for ST
JOSEPH’S!
Payment options:
 Correct cash amount sent into
school OR
 Online as directed

There are multiple copies of some books.
Reorders can be placed if further copies
are required and will be sent to the school.
Posters, pens and other novelty stationery
items are also for sale ranging from $1- $6
Books range in price from $4 - $25
WISH LIST’s were sent home last week.
Sales have commenced and will conclude
on Wednesday, 23rd (Week 10).
Dates to Remember

Wed 27 May till
Wed 3 June:
National
Reconciliation
Week

BIRTHDAYS

23 Sept:
Liam Hayes

Wed 23 Sept:
BOOK FAIR

