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Dear Parents 
 
Welcome back to the beginning of the 2021 school year. I hope you had an enjoyable and fun filled holiday 
with your family and friends. 
 
Welcome 
I would like to welcome Mrs Sue Newsome to our staff this year. Mrs Newsome will be working with our 
students on Thursday teaching in both the K-2 classroom and the Yr3-6 classroom. 
I would also like to officially welcome our seven Kindergarten students to St Joseph’s: Marlee Garrahy-
Brennan; Charlotte Garside; Eden Hunt; Aubrey Jeffers; Lillian Lester; Clancy Poole-Freeman and Remy 
Townsend. They have all settled in well and are enjoying their new routines.  
We also welcome a number of new primary students and their families to our school this year: Chloe Barnden; 
Hamish Jeffers; Riley Lester; Ruby Smith; Samuel Smith; Amelia Swift and Georgia Swift. 
It is great to have so many new faces as we start another exciting year. The staff and I are all looking forward to 
working closely with you and your child as they continue their education journey. 
 
Pastoral Care and Wellbeing of our Students 
Pastoral Care and Wellbeing of our students is an important aspect of what we do at St Joseph’s. One way we 
embed this is through our School Rules. The rules are an important part of what makes St Joseph’s the great 
place it is. Our school rules are summed up in the following statement:  

The students at St Joseph’s are: Safe Respectful, Responsible Learners.  
This statement was developed by our students in order to make our school a happy workspace for our students 
to learn, play and be safe.  
We also encourage our students to “use their words” which means that we encourage our students to ask 
questions and discuss issues with their peers, in a polite way, to solve problems that inevitably will arise 
between students. If students need more support to sort these issues they are encouraged to speak to teachers so 
problems can be solved as quickly as possible. All issues brought to teachers’ attention are dealt with on the day 
and parents will be contacted if necessary.  Please encourage your child to follow this procedure. 
 
The Three-Way Partnership  
Parents and guardians are a valued part of our school and here at St Joseph’s we pride ourselves on working 
with parents to support each and every child to achieve their highest potential in all areas. Our three-way 
partnership, “student, parent, teacher”, allows us to support your child to succeed. Parents and guardians are 
also reminded that we like to address any type of problem as quickly as possible, so if you have any sort of 
concern please make an appointment with your child’s teacher or myself to work through your concerns. We 
are looking forward to an exciting and fruitful year. 
 
Beginning of Year Mass  
Our Beginning of Year Mass will be held this Tuesday 9th February at 6:00pm followed by a BBQ in 
the school grounds. Students are to wear their school uniform. Parents are kindly asked to please bring a salad 
dish to go with the BBQ or a dessert dish to share. During Mass we will have the induction of school leaders 
and commissioning of staff. This special Mass will allow us all to come together as a school community to 
celebrate the beginning of the new school year and ask God’s blessing for the year ahead. All welcome! 

 
Kind regards 
Judy Elks 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 
 
 



COVID-19 GUIDELINES 
 

St Joseph’s School continues to follow the COVID-19 protocols and procedures as 
directed by the   NSW Government, Catholic Schools NSW and the Catholic Schools 
Office Armidale. There has been some minor relaxation of the protocols with regard to 
parent access to the school and some school activities. In summary: 
 Students and staff must not attend school if they are unwell, even with the mildest symptoms. 

Students and staff must return a negative COVID-19 test and be symptom free prior to returning to 
school.  

 Parents are to drop off and collect their children at the school gate if not travelling by bus. 
 All students and visitors are required to use hand sanitiser upon entry to the school. 
 Social distancing of 1.5m by all adults. 
 Parents can enter the school for the following reasons: collecting items from the uniform pool; to 

attend an appointment with school staff; parent/teacher interviews; outdoor social events organised by 
the school limited to numbers up to 100; PT&F meetings (1 hour only) after school hours with 
restrictions. 

 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

 
Our school swimming carnival will be held this Friday 5th February from 12:00noon. 
All children from K-6 will attend this carnival. The day will involve a formal carnival 
and novelty events for less experienced swimmers. We encourage every child to 
compete to their best ability and to participate as fully as possible.  
Students need to come to school dressed in their sports uniform or in their house 
colours (please see the permission note for house lists). We will then walk the 
students over to the pool ready to start the carnival at 12:00. If you are available to 
help on the day, it would be very much appreciated. Students are asked to bring a 
packed recess and lunch. There will be no canteen for our students on this day. 

Don’t forget to put sunscreen on your children, and pack a hat and water bottle.  
Championship medals for Senior Boys and Girls, 11Yrs Boys and Girls and Junior Boys and Girls are on 
offer at the carnival. Please note: for the students to be eligible for the championship medals in their age 
group they must swim 50 metres of a regulation stroke. For selection in the Diocesan carnival students 
must swim Diocesan qualifying times on the day of our carnival. The Diocesan carnival will be held in 
Tamworth on the 26th February. Parents of students who qualify for this event will be notified. 
COVID Safety Rules for the carnival: Parents will need to RSVP on the permission note so names can be 
recorded. Parents are also required to use hand sanitiser on arrival at the pool and maintain a 1.5m 
distance between adults at all times. Thank you for your support. 
Mrs Elks will be attending the Funeral Mass for Bishop Luc Matthys in Armidale on Friday and therefore will 
not be able to attend the swimming carnival. 
 

INFORMAL MEETING FOR PARENTS OF NEW YEAR 3-6 STUDENTS 
 

On Monday 15 February and Tuesday 16 February we are inviting parents of our new students in Year 3-
6 to come in and meet Mrs Finlayson. This informal meeting is an opportunity for you to meet Rebecca and 
to discuss information about your child - their strengths and weaknesses, personalities, and any other 
details you would like her to know in order to support your child on their learning journey. Appointment 
forms will be given to these new students to take home for completion and to return to the office as soon as 
possible. 

PARENT TEACHER KINDERGARTEN MEETINGS 
 

Miss Kelly will be having Parent Teacher interviews with the parents of our Kindergarten students. These 
interviews will be to share the results of the Best Start Data, that Miss Kelly is currently collecting, and it will 
be an opportunity for those parents to inform Miss Kelly of other information about their child. Appointment 
forms will be given to these new students to take home for completion and to return to the office as soon as 
possible. 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
 

Library will be held on Fridays. Please encourage your children to use the Library weekly. They can use 
their green school satchel to carry their books. 

Mass will continue each Friday morning at 9:10am commencing Week 5 26 February. Any changes will be 
advertised in the newsletter. 
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ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL 
 

A reminder to parents that if your child is absent from school could you please use the Compass Parent 
Portal to explain the absence. Alternatively, you may phone or email on the day or send a written note 
when they return to school stating the reason for their absence. Thank you.  
Parents and carers are reminded that students must not attend school if they are unwell, even with the 
mildest symptoms. If your child has flu-like symptoms they must return a negative COVID-19 test and be 
symptom free prior to returning to school. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 
 

Thank you for dressing your students in their school uniform, they look amazing. Please 
ensure that all items of clothing are labelled clearly with your child’s name. Don’t forget 
that the uniform pool is always there for any extra requirements. A gold coin donation per 
item is appreciated. 
 

FRUIT AND VEG TIME 
 

We will continue with our fruit and veg time at 8:55 before the students go to class in 
the morning.  As this is only a short session I encourage you to send in cut up fruit that 
can be eaten within the time frame. If you send a piece of whole fruit, please make it a 
small one. Our snack patch garden at school will soon have strawberries and cherry 
tomatoes available for the children to snack on!  
 

COMPASS PARENT PORTAL 
 

During 2020, our school will began using Compass as our Parent 
Portal. Parents have access to up-to-date and meaningful information 
about our school and your child’s progress. Please note not all 
features will be available when you first access Compass. Modules will 
be released gradually to our parent portals.  As modules become 
enabled parents will be notified. 
It is most important that you keep your Username and Password secure, just like your bank 
account details.  They should not be shared with anyone, including your children.  
You are now able to login to Compass using your unique Username and Password which was sent to 
you via email today. Please take the opportunity to login. If you need assistance or have any questions, 
please contact our Administration Office on 67784063 during school hours or email 
uraadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au 
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 Dates to Remember 

Wed 27 May till 
Wed 3 June: 

National 
Reconciliation 

Week 

Fri 5 Feb: 

Swimming Carnival 

Tue 9 Feb: 

Beginning Year Mass 

Wed 17 Feb: 

ASH Wednesday 

Fri 26 Feb: 

DIO Swimming Carnival in 

Tamworth 

Fri 2 Apr: 

LAST DAY OF TERM 

BIRTHDAYS 
18 Jan: Cohen 
Hannaford 
24 Jan: Birdie-Jean Lalor 
29 Jan: Montana Hayes 
6 Feb: Sienna Garside 

 
 

 
SHEEP MANURE BUSINESS 

 
 
 

Mrs Hull was 
very busy over 

the school 
break washing 

all of our 
Sheep 
Manure 

gloves. Many 
hands make 
light work! 

 
WELCOME KINDY STUDENTS 

 
A huge welcome to our new 

Kindergarten students! 

SCHOOL MASS 
 

There will be NO MASS this Friday 5th February due to Monsignor attending a funeral. 
Our Beginning Year Mass will be held on Tuesday 9th February at 6:00pm followed by a BBQ in the school 
grounds 

CANTEEN 
Week 3 - $5: Chicken Kebabs with Salad    or    Plain cheese sandwich (toasted optional) 
 
ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE. Orders can either be sent in to 
the school office or by messaging Peta on 0417 509 015.  Please ensure that all money is 
in an envelope/bag with the child’s name clearly marked. Thank you! 


