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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents
200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia
During 2021, Australian Catholic education is celebrating 200 years of Catholic schooling within Australia. The
bicentenary is an opportunity to celebrate those who have served in Catholic education since its earliest days
and the continuity of this mission with the leaders, staff, families and the wider Church community.
Today, there are 1,751 Catholic schools across Australia
educating 768,000 students and employing 98,000 staff. From
metropolitan cities to rural, regional and remote parts of
Australia, our schools meet the individual needs of their students
differently, but with the same shared mission of an excellent,
faith-based education.
Throughout the year we will be participating in a variety of
activities to celebrate this great milestone.
St Joseph’s Uralla has been part of this great story since we
opened in 1886, serving the families of Uralla and district for the
last 135 years.
Pastoral Care and Wellbeing of our students.
Pastoral care and wellbeing of our students is a very important aspect of what we do here at St Joseph’s. As part
of this we encourage our students to “use their words” to try and work through issues with their peers and, if
this is not working, to ask a teacher for help. I am very impressed with the way the students have taken on this
approach to solve issues and how they are displaying, through their actions, the gospel values we uphold here at
St Joseph’s.
PT&F Meeting
Elections will take place at the AGM to be held on Wednesday 17 March at 5:00pm. Existing committee
members are eligible to be re-nominated. Nomination forms were sent home last week and also are available
from the school office. Please consider how you can be involved or offer encouragement to others to be
involved. Nomination forms are to be returned to the office before the meeting date.
New Classroom Furniture
This week, we took delivery of some new furniture for the K/1/2 classroom. The three workstations have
writable desk tops and ample storage with drawers for storing items for various activities. The K/1/2 space is
looking bright, inviting and very conducive to great teaching and learning!
Diocesan Swimming Carnival
This Friday the Diocesan Swimming Carnival will be held in Tamworth. Congratulations to Sienna Garside on
qualifying to compete at this carnival. We wish you all the best.

Kind regards
Judy Elks
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IN AND AROUND THE CLASSROOM
K/1/2 - New Furniture

WEEKLY AWARDS

Congratulations to last weeks award recipients:

Infants:
Eden Hunt
And
Charlotte Garside

Primary:
Hamish Jeffers
and
Nigel Garrahy-Brennan
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RELIGION - LENT
During Lent, we could put aside a few extra minutes each day to spend in quiet with God. We know and we believe
that God is with us in every moment of our day, as Jesus said, “I will be with you always”.
Spending some quiet time in prayer with God helps us
to grow in our attentiveness and awareness of God’s
presence with us in our daily lives: when we are
enjoying a cup of coffee or tea, alone or with others,
God is with us; when we are taking a walk through
nature; when we are shopping; when we smile, say
hello, make an act of kindness to a stranger, or warmly
welcome an act of kindness, God is with us.
Pope Francis asks us: “Do you want to fast this Lent”? Here is what he shares.
"Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen."
DIOCESAN WINTER TRIALS
The 2021 Diocesan Winter trials will be held in Inverell on Friday 12th March. The Diocesan Winter trials
is an opportunity for your child to trial for selection in one of the Armidale Diocese representative teams
for Netball, Football, League and Hockey. If your child is proficient at one of these sports and they are in
Year 4, 5 or 6 they are eligible to attend these trials.
Notes have already been sent home today with students who have shown an interest.

SCHOOL MASS
Our next Mass will be held this Friday 26th February at 9:10am. All welcome.

Week 6 - $5: Chicken Burger

Or

CANTEEN
Plain cheese sandwich (toasted optional)

ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE. Orders can either be
sent in to the school office or by messaging Peta on 0417 509 015. Please ensure
that all money is in an envelope/bag with the child’s name clearly marked. Thank
you!

St. Joseph’s School, Wood Street, Uralla
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT MOBILE SERVICE CENTRE - Serving Regional Australia
Visit the Mobile Service Centre to find out about Australian Government payments and services for rural
families, older Australians, students, job seekers, people with disability, carers, farmers and self-employed
people.
Information about Department of Veterans’ Affairs programs and support services for veterans and their
families will also be available.
Staff can provide you with information and support. They can also help you create a myGov account. myGov
is a simple and secure way to access government services online.
Where: Uralla, near the Information Centre, Salisbury Street.
When: Monday 15 March 2021 9am to 4pm & Tuesday 16 March 2021 9am to 4pm
For more information, go to servicesaustralia.gov.au/mobileoffice

CENTACARE PARENTING PROGRAMS
Where: Centacare, 150 Rusden Street, Armidale
Contact: (02) 6738 7200 or FREE CALL 1800 372 826
Toolkit for Dads - FREE - One 3 hour session
Thursday 25th March, Thursday 29th April, Thursday 27th May and Thursday 24th June 9:30am till 12:30pm each day
What gets in the way, what to do if you lose it, what children need, smarter ways to parent,
neuroscience and kids, helping children thrive, new ways to discipline, self-care for dads.
Surviving Your Adolescents - FREE - Two 3 hour sessions
Thursday 11th & 18th March and Tuesday 15th & 22nd June - 9:30am till 12:30pm both days
Surviving Your Adolescents will provide parents with some useful skills for dealing with
teenage behaviour. Find out what is normal behaviour for a teenager; how to manage
risk-taking; tips to maintain and improve your relationship with your teenager; and the
Four Cardinal Sins (what not to do) and what to do with your teens.

Dates to Remember

Wed 27 May till
Fri 26 Feb:
Wed 3 June:
DIO Swimming Carnival in
National
Tamworth
Reconciliation
Tue 16 Mar: O’Connor STEP
Week

BIRTHDAYS
Tue 23 Mar: NAPLAN practice
test 23rd-26th
Thur 25 Mar: Mass at
Cathedral

Day for Yr6 Students

Fri 2 Apr: Holy Thursday &

Fri 19 Mar: St Joseph’s Day

LAST DAY OF TERM

26 Feb: Nigel GarrahyBrennan

