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Dear Parents

26 MAY 2021
Term 2 Week 6

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Parent Teacher Interviews and Semester 1 Reports
This year, our Semester 1 Reporting will have two components – Written Reports AND Interviews. A formal A-E Report
will be given to parents at the parent/teacher interviews. These interviews will be run as a three -way Parent/ Teacher/
Student Conference and Learning Plan. The feedback we received from last year’s three-way conferences was so positive
that we have decided to continue with this format again this year.
Three-way Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences actively involve parents, student and teacher in reflecting on student
progress and setting future goals. These are different from regular parent/teacher interviews as the student is involved in
the discussion about their progress as a learner. The students provide information to clarify what they have learnt, what
are the next steps in their learning and what progress they are making towards this.
The three-way interview places the student at the heart of the assessment and reporting process and provides a student
voice in discussions about performance and progress. It is also an opportunity to allow children to see their parents and
teacher working together for them.

These formal conferences will be scheduled during Week 8 (Tues 8 June, Wed 9 June & Thurs 10 June). All students
have been given a booking sheet today. Would you please complete your preferences for times on each child’s booking
sheet and return it to school as soon as possible. Timetabling will be done on a first-in basis.
Spirit of Catholic Education Award
Yesterday at the 2021 Spirit of Catholic Education Awards Ceremony, our school
was announced the winner of the Innovative Program category, for our Sheep
Manure Project. Mrs Mary Hull, Nigel Garrahy and Montana Hayes received the
award on behalf of the school. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs
Hull for her dedication to this project. Much of the time devoted to this project
takes place out of normal school hours. Mary has always been available on
weekends, after school and during her lunch hour to guide the students and drive
the project forward. In her role as an Education Assistant, Mary demonstrates a
dedication well beyond her job description. In addition to her normal activities
within the classroom as an Education Assistant, Mary has been integral in this
innovative project, which has been running successfully at St Joseph’s School for
the last five years. We also thank the parents of the students involved over the
years– their support and assistance has been wonderful. Congratulations everyone!
Open Morning
Next Wednesday 2 June, we will hold our open morning starting at 9am. The morning is an opportunity for new parents to
speak with the Principal, meet with current parents of the school, have a guided tour of the school and share some
morning tea. The Transition students are invited to join in with the current K-2 class for a morning of activities.
If you know of anyone with a child ready to start school next year, or anyone who would like to just have a look at our
school and what we have to offer, please invite them along for the morning.
Transition into Year 3
Next Wednesday our Year 2 students will also have a transition morning in which they will spend the morning in the Year
3-6 classroom. This will be an opportunity for the Year 2 students to become familiar with the Year 3-6 classroom
structure in preparation for their move into this classroom next year.

Kind regards
Judy Elks

Page 2

St Joseph’s School Uralla Newsletter

RELIGION NEWS

Pentecost: Celebrating the Presence of the Holy Spirit
The students are learning to explore the presence of the Spirit of
God in all creation, in the early Christian community, in individuals
and the community today. The students will examine how the fruits
of the Spirit are visible signs of the presence of the Spirit.
The students will explore times when they have experienced a
sense of ‘spirit’. The concept of ‘spirit’ is elusive. We can talk about
the presence of spirit as an idea and as a feeling. At this stage, the
students should draw upon their experiences of team spirit, school
spirit and the memory of loved ones and special people. This will
serve as an introduction to ‘presence’ and ‘spirit.’
The Holy Spirit is present in places, in people and in events (history). In fact the presence of the Spirit is
imbued in all creation, in all that exists. People sense the Spirit; that is they are attentive to the presence
of the Spirit, in different ways. Some sense the Spirit is present in places: a park, church, room, forest, a
scene. The place is the catalyst for a jolt to the presence of God, an awareness of God. An event or
person can have the same impact. An encounter with a person or an event leaves one with an awareness
of the presence of God. Often words cannot adequately describe this experience of the presence of
God. We use concepts such as peace, stillness, joy, love… It is a felt sense of God and may last a
fleeting moment. Whether we sense the presence of God or not, God is always present in every place,
person or event (even the tragedies of life).
The inadequacy of words to describe the presence of God can make it difficult to teach the concept of the
presence of the Spirit. We have all had the experience but may not have the words to describe it
adequately.

WEEKLY AWARDS
Congratulations to Term 2 Week 5 award recipients:
Aubrey Jeffers
and
Lillian Lester

Jade Redmond
and
Chelsea Doran
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK MASS AND AWARDS CEREMONY

VISIT TO NERAM AND ARMIDALE PARK - More photos available on our Facebook Page

St. Joseph’s School, Wood Street, Uralla
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ST JOSEPH’S SHEEP MANURE BUSINESS
Today, Mrs Hull presented our Sheep Manure Business CEO, Nigel
Garrahy-Brennan, with a new all-weather jacket. The jacket will keep him
warm while collecting, processing and delivering the next batch of sheep
manure. A big thank you to Michael and Mary Hull of McMahon
Drycleaners for donating two jackets to our sheep manure business
workers.

AUTHOR VISIT
This Friday 28 May we will be visited by children’s author, Gabrielle Wang. Gabrielle’s
books include ‘Little Paradise’ and ‘In the Garden of the Empress Cassia’. The
Children’s Book Council Armidale Branch organizes these ‘Booked In’ visits each
year. Our school will cover the cost of this visit for our students.
O’CONNOR CATHOLIC COLLEGE
Enrolment forms for 2022 are now due. Please forward them to the O’Connor Catholic College Office.
SCHOOL MASS
There is NO MASS this Friday. Our next School Mass will be held next Friday 4th June at 9:10am. All
welcome.
ASSEMBLY
Our next assembly will be held this Friday 28th May at 2:45pm. Parents, Grandparents and Carers are all
welcome to attend.
CANTEEN
AS OF NEXT WEEK, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO ORDER LUNCH EITHER AS A REGULAR MEAL FOR
$5 OR A LARGE MEAL FOR $7
Week 7 - Beef Nacho’s (Sour cream and Cheese Optional)
optional)

Or

$5 Plain cheese sandwich (toasted

ORDERS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE FRIDAY BEFORE. Orders can either be sent in to the
school office or by messaging Peta on 0417 509 015. Please ensure that all money is in an
envelope/bag with the child’s name clearly marked. Thank you!

Dates to Remember

Wed 27 May till
Fri 28 May: Author Visit,
Wed 3 June:
Lacrosse Sport and Assembly
National
Fri 4 June: Lacrosse Sport
Reconciliation
Week 8: 3-Way Interviews
Week
Wed 9 June: STEP Day Yr5

Fri 11 June: Lacrosse Sport

Mon 14 June:

BIRTHDAYS

Long Weekend

27 May: Ethan Wooldridge

Wed 16 June:

31 May: Harry St Clair

Armidale Eisteddfod

Thur 17 June: Yr6 RE Test
Fri 18 June:
Athletics Carnival

