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Term 1 2018
Week 3 Tuesday 13th February

Please add these
events and dates
to your Term Calendar

DATES
Wed 14 Feb
Ash Wednesday Mass
12 noon
Combined Swimming
Carnival with Gravesend
and Pallamallawa 4pm
Qualifying students to
proceed to Diocesan
Regional Carnival in
Armidale on Friday
February 23rd

to Keely for
receiving the
Student Of The Week
award last week.

Claire and Lathan learning to swim

Bree reading

Thurs 15 Feb
Parent Information
Meeting 5.30 pm then
Welcome BBQ from 6 pm
@ Captain Cook Park
Mon 19 - 20 Feb
Mr Dimech &
Miss Cutcliffe in Armidale
Thurs 22 Feb
Opening School Mass
12 noon

CRUNCH AND SIP

Our Stage 3
students
having
a break
before
lap practice

We stop at 10 o’clock each day for
a 5 minute
fruit and water break.
A reminder that this is a time
for a fresh healthy snack such as
a piece of fruit or carrot or celery
and not a time to eat processed food
(ie. diced fruit in syrup).
All uneaten food will need to be
eaten at recess after the
5 minutes is up.
Students should not eat their recess
at this time.
We also encourage students
to bring their water bottles to school.

Fri 23 Feb
Diocesan
Regional Carnival in
Armidale

Swimming Program
THURS

15th Feb

For Your Information

THURS

22nd Feb

Here’s a list of the days that the staff are at school:

THURS

1st Mar

THURS

8th Mar

Monday

Mr Dimech, Miss Cutcliffe, Mrs Bostock, Miss Logan, Ms Moore

Tuesday

Mr Dimech, Miss Cutcliffe, Mrs Bostock, Miss Logan, Ms Moore

Wednesday

Mr Dimech, Miss Cutcliffe, Mrs Bostock, Miss Logan,

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
St Joseph’s had a great start to the school year. The staff spent many days in
preparation for the new school year and we re-imagined our learning spaces to create
a new and exciting environment for our children. Miss Cutcliffe and Mrs Higham
enjoyed their first days of teaching at St Joseph’s and our Kindy student, Claire, settled
in well into school routines. All of the girls and boys are to be commended for their
positive attitude to learning and in particular for the way they used the flexible learning
spaces throughout the week.
We celebrated the end of ordinary time in our church’s liturgical cycle today by
making pancakes (Shrove Tuesday). The school will attend the Ash Wednesday Mass
at noon tomorrow, marking the beginning of the season of Lent. We also look forward
to our combined swimming carnival with Gravesend and Pallamallawa Public Schools
tomorrow.
Miss Cutcliffe and I will be away next Monday and Tuesday at Professor Lyn Sharratt’s
professional development for school leaders in Armidale and Mrs Riley will be in class.
The CSO and all schools have prioritise literacy and numeracy assessment at the start of
the year. Last week we conducted the Kindergarten Best Start assessment and in the
coming week all students from Years 3 to 6 will sit for the Progressive Achievement Tests
(PAT Maths and PAT Comprehension). The data from these assessments will be used to
inform learning.
Thanks to all our families for returning the replies to the notes that were sent out last
week. Your support is greatly appreciated.
PARENT INFORMATION MEETING AND WELCOME BBQ (Sausage Sanga)
Just a reminder that our Parent Information Meeting is on this Thursday at 5.30 pm in our
learning space. After the meeting we will have our Welcome BBQ at Captain Cook
Park from 6 pm. The P&F will supply sausages and bread for “sausage sanga”. Families
are asked to BYO drinks and chairs.
Last week the children developed a class charter. This sets out the positive behaviours
all students at St Joseph’s are expected to display. Congratulations girls and boys on
working together on this.
Blessings for the week ahead.
Joe Dimech
Principal

Ms Moore, Mrs Bell
Thursday

Mr Dimech, Miss Cutcliffe, Mrs Higham, Mrs Bostock, Miss
Logan, Ms Moore, Mrs Bell

Friday

Mr Dimech, Miss Cutcliffe, Mrs Higham, Mrs Bostock, Mrs Bell

With humility, charity and truth on our part,
all in the end will be well.
Mary MacKillop 1883
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SCHOOL NEWS
PARENTS ADVISORY BODIES
Our School Advisory Council Board will meet at 5.30 pm on Tuesday March 6th.
Our P&F will meet at 5.30 pm on Wednesday 7th March.
AFTERNOON BOOK
A reminder to contact the school office if there’s a change in how your child goes home of an afternoon. Changes to
routine are recorded in an “Afternoon Book” and the information if passed onto the teachers.
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
We held our first Friday afternoon assembly last week. The girls and boys reflected on the week that was and provided
feedback on their successes and challenges of the week. Parents, families and friends are welcome to attend.
LIBRARY
The students will borrow books from the school library every Friday this year. All students need to bring their library bag in
order to take books home. Books are generally loaned out for two weeks with an option to renew for a further week.
SPORT (SWIMMING PROGRAM)
Our Swimming Program will take place at Warialda Pool over the next four Thursdays. Students are reminded to bring their
water bottle with them and to bring their swimmers, rashie, sunblock and the pool entrance fee.

REC NEWS Term 1 Week 2
OPENING SCHOOL MASS
We will celebrate our Opening School Mass on Thursday February 22nd at midday. At this Mass we will
welcome Claire (our Kindergarten student), commission our school leaders and Mini Vinnies. All families and
friends of St Joseph’s are invited to join us in celebrating this special mass together.
LENT 2018
We enter the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday. The children will take home their
Project Compassion boxes this week. Families are asked donate to Project
Compassion during Lent and the boxes will be collected on Holy Thursday.
Project Compassion is run by Caritas Australia and this annual fundraiser provides
funds for Caritas to carry out works of social justice in Australia and abroad.
As Pope Francis said, “Cultivate with love the seeds of goodness, beauty and truth that God sows in every
new generation.” Through your generosity during Project Compassion this year, you are empowering young
people to build a just future for themselves, their families and their communities.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL WITH GRAVESEND and PALLAMALLAWA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
We are looking forward to our Swimming Carnival with Gravesend and Pallamallawa
Public Schools on Wednesday. It will be at 4pm with qualifying students being given
their Diocesan forms at the end of the carnival.
These need to be returned by Friday 16th February.
We will keep the children at school after 3pm and walk them down at 3.30 pm.
Students are reminded to wear their normal summer uniform to school and bring
their swimming gear in a bag to change into together with a rashie, sunblock, water
bottle and snacks. The Gravesend P&F will be operating a BBQ. Please note that
being Ash Wednesday, the Church asks Catholics to abstain from eating meat on this day and on Fridays in Lent.

Caritas Australia is the
international aid and
development agency of the
Catholic Church in Australia.
Each Lent, Caritas launches its
Project Compassion appeal.
This is a practical way of bringing to life our Christian service.
The theme is ‘A Just Future’.
Perhaps we could take a
mo-

HEADPHONES
All students need to bring a set of headphones to school. They will need these for their Chromebooks, iPads and iPods.
Over the ear headphones are preferred over the in ear types.
COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS
We have registered for the Coles Sports For Schools promotion. This is back for 2018 and it helps Aussie kids
stay fit and healthy. When you shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports for Schools vouchers that your local
school can exchange for sports gear. The more vouchers you collect, the more sports gear they'll receive.
Start collecting today because the race is on! You can send your vouchers to the school office.
BEING SUN SAFE
A reminder that St Joseph’s is a Sun Smart School. Students need to apply sunblock at home, wear their school hat going
to and from school and bring their water bottles. St Joseph’s is blessed to have our COLA to play under and on extremely
hot days the children have many indoor spaces where they can play.
FOOD HYGIENE
The students place their school bags and lunch boxes in the middle room each morning. A reminder that they should
place food items such as chicken, yoghurt, Yakult etc in the class fridge as they may spoil due to the hot weather.
We encourage parents to place an ice brick in their children’s lunchboxes to keep their food cool.
FOOD POLICY
A reminder that St Joseph’s is a nut-free school. Nut based spreads such a peanut butter, Nutella and snack bars that
contain nuts are not allowed.

INVITATION TO PARISH SOIREE& FERVORINO
Fr. Joseph would like to invite the families and friends of St. Joseph's School to a PARISH SOIREE and
FERVORINO (inspirational talk and shared meal) on Saturday 24th February 2018 at 6pm in the school hall.
Fr. Richard Gleeson will be the guest speaker. Mass will be on at 5pm on this day. Join us, share a meal and
chat with our lovely Parish Family.
May God bless,
Joe Dimech
Religious Education Coordinator

