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Isabel and Lathan receiving an award for MiniLit

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS

DATES
Wed 28 Feb
Mr Dimech &
Miss Cutcliffe @ AIP
Meeting in Moree (Mr
Wisemantel in)

to Scarlette
for receiving
the
Student Of The
Week award
last week.

Thurs1 Mar
The Big Vege Crunch
10 am
Thurs1 - Fri 2 Mar
Mr Dimech @
CSO Armidale

Opening Mass
Compost bin and worm farm

Term 1 2018
Week 5 Tuesday 27th February

Please add these
events and dates
to your Term Calendar

Last week Miss Cuttcliffe and I attended the Collaborative Inquiry Initiative professional
development days in Armidale. This was led by Dr Lyn Sharratt from the University Of
Ontario. We came away energised and with an affirmation of the great work we are doing
in helping all our students to develop as lifelong learners. The opening sentence of our
Vision For Learning is …
St Joseph’s students are confident, independent,
proactive and engaged in their own education.
One way of developing this independence is through the Gradual Release Of
Responsibility Model (GRR). This is a way of teaching that moves from structured input from
the teacher to shared then guided experiences to eventually independent learning. The
restructure of our learning space has created a learning environment conducive to this.
Here are some photos of the students in action.

Fri 2 Mar
Schools Clean Up Day
Sun 4 Mar
Clean Up Australia Day
Tue 6 Mar
School Advisory Council
5.30 pm
Wed 7 Mar
P&F 5.30 pm

Coles Sports For Schools

Sat 17 Mar
St Patrick’s Day Family
Mass 6 pm and dinner

Swimming Program
THURS
THURS

1st Mar
8th Mar

Learning at St Joseph’s

Thank you to the families who have sent their updated contact details. Your support is
greatly appreciated.
Family Mass
We are holding our first Family Mass of the year to coincide with St Patrick’s Day.
Please see REC News for further details.
A thought for Lent :

We read an account of The Transfiguration of Jesus from Mark’s Gospel at Mass last
weekend. The reflection in our parish bulletin reminds us of the pressures of life and how
these keep us from taking the time to stop and listen—to each other, to ourselves, and
to God. But only by taking the time to listen can we grow in our relationships, in our
quality of life, in self-understanding, in our quality of life, in
self-understanding, and in discipleship,
Good bless,

Family Mass
St Patrick’s Day
Saturday 17th March
Mass at 6 pm
followed by
dinner at
the Royal Hotel
at 7 pm.

Joe Dimech
Principal

God keep my heart full of trust
to make all come out right.
Mary MacKillop 1874
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SCHOOL NEWS

REC NEWS
OPENING SCHOOL MASS

PARENTS ADVISORY BODIES
Our School Advisory Council Board will meet at 5.30 pm on Tuesday March 6th.
Our P&F will meet at 5.30 pm on Wednesday 7th March.

Thank you to the families and friends of St Joseph’s for celebrating our Opening
School Mass with us last Thursday. We welcomed Claire (our Kindergarten student)
and new staff to our school, commissioned our 2018 school leaders and our
Mini Vinnies team.

NAPLAN ONLINE 2018 and HEADPHONES
Our Year 3 and Year 5 students will be sitting for a trial ONLINE NAPLAN test is March in readiness for
the online testing in May this year. All students must have their own set of headphones.
Over the ear headphones are preferred over the in ear types.
COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS
Thanks to our families and community for supporting St Joseph’s in the Coles Sports
For Schools promotion. Last Saturday I emptied our box at Coles Inverell and like last
week it was full to overflowing !!! We’ve posted this message on our Facebook
page so spread the word for Joey’s.
Vegetable Week & The Big Vegie Crunch
We are looking forward to Thursday’s “The Big Vege Crunch”. I have been in contact
with Hunter New England Health and they are organising a free box of vegetables for
the students courtesy of Woolworths Inverell. This is a great initiative to promote healthy
eating habits.
Clean Up Schools Day
The students will again be taking part in Clean Up Schools Day on Friday 2nd March.
They will walk along the school’s perimeter and clean up the church and convent
grounds. As with last year, they will wear gloves and use an extendable rubbish picker
supplied by clean-up-Australia.org
Environment News
Thank you to Gwydir Shire Council and Mr Colin Cuell for donating a worm farm to the
school. We have made a great start at composting our food scraps and there’s a
visible decline in waste in our bins. We have earmarked a couple of places for a school
vege patch. The girls and boys will survey the sites during their Science lesson. It’s great to
see the students take the lead on acting locally for the environment.

St Joseph’s Canteen & Cooking Roster Term 1
Day

Date

Canteen Roster

Cooking Roster

Friday

2nd March

NO CANTEEN

Monday

5th March

Samantha Quarello
& Nicole Bostock

Samantha Quarello

Friday

9th March

Danni Smith

Danni Smith

Monday

12th March

NO CANTEEN

Congratulations to the girls and boys for your participation and
singing.
TALK BY FR RICHARD GLEESON
Last Saturday night’s “feverino” (inspirational talk and shared meal) was well attended. Fr. Richard
Gleeson, who is the current parish priest of Glen Innes parish, talked about his early life growing up
in Narrabri, the changes he’s seen in the church since the 1960’s and how our Catholic faith is being
challenged today. Fr Joseph has asked Fr Richard to return later this year for a follow up talk.
The Catholic Core Principal of Solidarity and Fraternity

PROJECT COMPASSION 2018
This week’s Project Compassion story focuses on Rattanak, a young man from Cambodia. It gives
us a glimpse into a story of courage and transformation, and how through Project Compassion,
our efforts at solidarity and fraternity improve the lives of the disadvantaged. Rattanak is twenty-nine
and a barber in the village of Poh Krom in south-eastern Cambodia. From fever and becoming ill
with polio as a child, Rattanak has some difficulty walking and is profoundly deaf. Emerging from an
isolated world at home in his early twenties, he gained skills at the Caritas supported Deaf
Development Program. This is run by Caritas Australia’s partner, Maryknoll Cambodia, and his life
was transformed. He is now supporting himself, his wife and baby. In 2010 I was fortunate to visit
Cambodia with Caritas Australia and I visited the school for deaf children run by the Maryknoll
Fathers. Every cent donated to Project Compassion is distributed to local and overseas partners of
Caritas and the money goes to supporting people like Rattanak.
FAMILY MASS
We will be holding our first Family Mass on Saturday the 17th of March at 6pm to celebrate our parish patron St Patrick.
As part of our goal of strengthening school, family and parish relationships, we would love our children and their families to
come and be involved in the Mass whether it be greeting parishioners at the door, reading or taking up the Offertory.
After Mass we’d like to come together and have dinner at the Royal Hotel. A note with further information and an RSVP
will go home with this newsletter. We hope you can make it.

May God bless,
Joe Dimech
Religious Education Coordinator

A thought from the parish Lent program:
In the reflection for the first week of Lent,
Shane Dwyer, reminds us of the
daily choices we make.
He says that
“the choices we make reflect the sort of
person you are and, more importantly,
they reflect the sort of person you are in
the process of becoming”.

