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Please add these
events and dates
to your Term Calendar

TERM 3 EVENTS
Thurs 6th Sep
Small School NRL Day Yrs 3-6
Wed 12th - Fri 14 Sep
Mr Dimech @ BBI Symposium
in Brisbane
Fri 14 Sep
YPEP Workshop 11 am - 1pm
Thurs 20th Sep
Kinder Transition 9am –12pm
Litter Workshop 9.30am 11am
Fri 21st Sep
Principal Governance
Training @ St Joseph’s
School Disco 5 – 8 pm and
Canberra Raffle Draw
Thurs 27 Sep
Combined Concert
@ Town Hall 10 - 10.45am
Fri 28 Sep
Last Day Of Term
Sun 14 - Fri 19 Oct
Stage 3 Excursion
to Canberra

Term 3 2018
Weeks 7 Tuesday 4th September
PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
Last week I returned from the Religious Education Co-ordinator’s Conference
and Dr Lyn Sharratt’s workshops on improving student learning. The latter
marked the end of a two year process between Lyn and the Catholic
Schools Office. Miss Jennifer and I presented some recent work on
collaboratively marking students’ writing and we also presented a rich
learning task that was undertaken by our students on the solar system. As
staff, we will review our Annual Improvement Plan in light of Lyn’s work and
look forward to consolidating the five high impact instructional strategies in
2019.
Thank you to the families who attended our Working Bee last Friday. Although the
weather wasn’t ideal we managed to remount the sports shed roller door, repair the
shade cloth over the play area and clean the gutters of the toilet block in
preparation for the installation of the water tank pump. There were some other jobs
that couldn’t been done due to the weather including marking out handball courts,
painting the cracks on the concrete under the COLA and repairing the sandpit
shade cloth covers. We’ll look at doing this over the next months. Thanks also to Alisa,
Lisa and Sharon for cooking up a great BBQ dinner.
P&F Raffle
Thank you to our school community for supporting our P&F raffle in support of the Stage 3 Excursion to
Canberra in Term 4. We will draw the raffle at the School Disco on Friday the 21st of September and the
winners will be announced live on Facebook.
Free Dyslexia Seminar
Marianne Mullally, Dyslexia Expert, and author will host a free Dyslexia Seminar in Warialda on Monday
24th of September at 1 pm. Dyslexia is a disorder that involves difficulty in learning to read or interpret
words, letters and other symbols. You can register online at www.dyslexia.com.au/register or call
02 9436 3766. Further information is on the back page of this newsletter.
Legacy Poster Competition
Lyn Kitawal from Inverell Legacy has sent us the results of the recent Legacy
colouring in competition. Congratulations to Jasmin Briggs for receiving Highly
Commended in the Year 6 category and to all our students for their
participation.
Combined Band Concert
Warialda High School has invited St Joseph’s to a Combined Band Concert (Gwydir Concert Band and
Chatswood HS Band) on Thursday 27 September. This will take place at 10am at Warialda Memorial Hall
and the whole school will attend.

to Gabbie
who turned 7
recently.

It was good to have had some rain over the last two weeks. Our thoughts continue to go out to all
those affected by the drought. Let us place our trust in the Lord and hope for our prayers to be
answered:
You visit the earth and cause it to overflow;
You greatly enrich it;
The stream of God is full of water;
You prepare their grain,
for thus You prepare the earth.
You water its furrows abundantly,
You settle its ridges,
You soften it with showers,
You bless its growth.
Psalm 65:9-10

Have a wonderful week,
Joe Dimech

Are not God’s ways wonderful to us all.
Mary MacKillop 1873
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SCHOOL NEWS
Fencing Working Bee Volunteers Needed
Paul Jones and Philip Ledingham from the parish are looking for volunteers to help put up a colorbond fence
between the convent and school. The fence panels and posts have been ordered and they anticipate digging
the holes and cementing the posts within the next few weeks. Contact the office if you can spare a couple of
hours over two weekends.

2018 Premier’s Reading Challenge
I’m proud to announce that all St Joseph’s students have completed this year’s Premier’s Reading
Challenge. Students who’ve completed the Challenge for 4 years in a row will receive a gold
certificate. Certificates will be handed out in November.
2018 NAPLAN
We’ve been advised of a further delay in releasing the 2018 NAPLAN results.
CSO expects schools and families to receive the results in mid September.
Coles Sports For Schools
Our Coles Sports For Schools equipment arrived during the week. The girls
and boys played hockey for sport last week and have been using the new
balls at lunch time. Other items received were discus, shot puts and circus
performing equipment. Thanks to everyone who supported us earlier this year.
Y-PEP Workshops
Mrs Higham has organised the NSW YWCA to conduct “Y-PEP” workshops at St Joseph’s on Friday the 14th and 21st of
September. The program has been designed by a team of professionals from YWCA NSW in collaboration with the
the Department of Education (NESA), the Association of Independent Schools and Catholic Education Commission. The
program is aligned to the NESA PDHPE Syllabus and with our Term 3 unit on protecting ourselves.
Principals’ Governance Training
St Joseph’s will be hosting a Principals’ Governance Training day on Friday the 21st of September. All CSO Armidale
principals and a number of advisors will attend. The training will involve workshops and online modules on legal and
compliance matters.
St Joseph’s School Disco
Jasmin and Jasmine are finalising the School Disco that will take place on Friday the 21st of
September. Please refer to the attached letter and could you please RSVP and return the
reply slip by Friday the 14th of September?

St Joseph’s Canteen & Cooking Roster Term 3
Day

Date

Canteen Roster

Friday

7th September

NO CANTEEN

Monday

10th September

NO CANTEEN

Thursday

13th September

Ange Plain

Monday

17th September

NO CANTEEN

Cooking Roster

Ange Plain
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REC NEWS
Father’s Day Events
Thank you to all the dads, step-dads, grandfathers and families who attended our Father's Day
breakfast and liturgy. The girls and boys were proud to host the morning. We hope everyone
had a great day.
Thanks also to the families and friends of St Joseph’s for attending last Saturday’s Family Mass
and Dinner. Congratulations to Darcy and Jasmine for reading at Mass and to Isabel for
bringing the gifts to Fr Paul at the Offertory.
Mini Vinnies Movie Afternoon
Our Mini Vinnies held a successful movie and pyjama afternoon recently. They
raised $ 50 for the Armidale Diocese Vinnies Drought Appeal.
Armidale Diocese Vinnies Drought Appeal
Armidale Diocese in conjunction with the Catholic Schools Office and St Vincent
de Paul are organising a local account for funds that have been raised for the
drought appeal. We have been asked to send our drought appeal donation to
this account as all money will be re-distributed back to the Vinnies shops in our
diocese and to those in the area who are in need.
Visit from Michael O’Kane (St Vincent de Paul)
Michael O’Kane, (Armidale Diocese St Vincent de Paul Youth Officer) visited me last Thursday. We discussed our Mini Vinnies
fundraising campaigns and viewed new online resources. Our Mini Vinnies look forward to further visits to Naroo in Term 4.
Year of Youth Cross
The Year of Youth Cross is making a pilgrimage to all schools in our diocese.
St Joseph’s Warialda will host the Cross from Monday 29th October to Friday the
2nd of November. It is two metres in height, made from local wood and decorated with images of local fauna and flora. The Cross was designed and made by
Frank Patricks, a teacher from McCarthy Catholic College in Tamworth and took in
excess of 140 hours to complete.
On Friday the 26th of October our school leaders, Jasmin and Jasmine, will accompany me to Bingara where the Cross will be
handed over from St Joseph’s Barraba who are hosting the Cross the week before. We are planning a number of faith events for
families and parishioners to experience the story of the Cross. Our school leaders will then hand the Cross over to Holy Trinity
Inverell.

God bless,
Joe Dimech
Religious Education Co-ordinator
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CONGRATULATIONS

You can view more photos on our FaceBook page.

to Jasmine for receiving the Student Of The
Week award last week and to Anna-May for
her Homework. The following students also
received awards in the past weeks:
Claire and Darcy.

School Disco
Friday 21st
September
5 to 8 pm

Refer to letter sent home with this newsletter.

Father’s Day Liturgy

