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Please add these
events and dates
to your Term Calendar

DATES
Tue 5 Mar
Shrove Tuesday
pancakes
Wed 6 Mar
Ash Wednesday Mass
9.30 am
Sun 10 Mar
First Sunday of Lent

Term 1 2019 Week 6
4th March
PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
On Saturday Isabel, Gabbie, Luca, Shianne and former sports
captain Jasmine represented St Joseph’s at the Warialda Honey
Festival. They sang the Star Song from last year’s Presentation Night
and were great ambassadors for our school. Thanks to the families
and friends of St Joseph’s who came to support us.
Last week I attended a workshop on “The Impact Cycle” at the Catholic Schools Office
as part of my role of Leader of Pedagogy (learning). The professional development
presented the theory and skills and practical coaching strategies to support school leaders
in their role of instructional coaches. This has a direct connection to our Annual School
Improvement Plan as our focus areas in 2019 are improving writing through the VCOP and
Big Write methods, improving numeracy and wellbeing. Our cluster coach, Carmel
McCosker, will be working with me throughout the year to further hone my skills.

Wed 13 Mar
Fr Joseph leaves for
Moree and Fr Thaddeus
arrives

Family Information Details
We will be sending out a “Family Information“ form for all parents to complete as we are
updating our family contact records. Could you please assist us by returning the form at our
earliest convenience.

Sun 17 Mar
Second Sunday of Lent

NAPLAN Online
In 2019 our Year 3 and 5 students will sit for the paperless version of NAPLAN 2017. Luca,
Shianne and Sydnei will sit for a trial online NAPLAN test in March in readiness for the online
testing in May this year.

Wed 20 Mar
Real Talk Workshops for
Yrs 4-6 in Holy Trinity
Inverell

LENT 2019
We enter into the liturgical season of Lent this week by celebrating
Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday. On Wednesday at the 9.30 am Mass
our children, staff and parishioners will be marked with a cross of ashes on their
foreheads. The ashes come from the burnt palms used on Palm Sunday last
year and symbolise repentance.
Lent is a forty day period of preparation for Easter reminding us of the forty-days that Jesus
spent in the wilderness before he took up his ministry. During this time he fasted and prayed.
Lent is a time of self-denial (giving up things we like to focus on our lives) alms giving
(donating to the poor) and prayer. Prayer, almsgiving and fasting are the three pillars of
Lenten observance. Fasting, as it’s traditionally prescribed by the Church for healthy adults
during Lent, usually means giving up meat (abstaining) on the Fridays, and fasting or eating
very lightly plus abstaining on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Here’s a great YouTube clip that explains Lent
in three minutes …
https://youtu.be/Xo1mjuy1NA0
Joe Dimech
Principal

God is good and merciful.
Mary MacKillop 1870

SCHOOL NEWS

Fr Joseph Farewell BBQ
The parish will farewell Fr Joseph with a BBQ this Thursday, March 7th, after the 5.30 pm
Mass. The parish invites families to celebrate with Fr Joseph. You are asked to BYO meat,
drinks, cutlery, chair a dish to share.
Swimming Program Wrap Up
Last Friday our summer Swimming Program concluded. Thank you to Danni and Allan Colley for
taking the groups. It was great to see several students moving from the non-swimmers group to the
competent swimmers group. We will offer a similar program in Term 4 using a Sporting Schools Grant.
Clean Up Schools Day
Last Friday Miss Jennifer and Mrs Higham led our students around the perimeter of our property for
Clean Up Australia's SCHOOL CLEAN UP DAY. The girls and boys collected pieces of newspaper,
tissues, glass, bones, cans, ceramic and cigarette butts. hey reported that the area around our
school was a little bit messy but thought it was not good that there were lots of broken glass and
cigarette butts around were the children play.
“Get Hooked Fishing” ... It's Fun to Fish Educational Program
On Monday Daniel Mallen, Senior Education Officer - Department
of Primary Industries, ran a “Get Hooked Fishing” workshop at
St Joseph’s. The girls and boys learned how to identify freshwater
fish and learned about legal length sizes and bag limits. They also
practiced tying knots, learned about the parts of a rod and reel
before casting out to targets on the playground. The workshop is part of the DPI’s schools program
that teaches sustainability of our waterways and responsible recreational fishing.
Shrove Tuesday

St Joseph’s Canteen & Cooking Roster Term 1
Day

Date

Canteen Roster

Friday

8 March

NO CANTEEN

Monday

11 March

Andrew Woollett

Friday

15 March

NO CANTEEN

Monday

18 March

NO CANTEEN

Cooking Roster

Lisa Moore

REC NEWS
I am proud of the way St Joseph’s students live out our School Values of Faith, Hope, Love, Patience, Justice,
Gentleness and Trust and equally as proud of the generous contribution our little school makes to helping those
in need. As we begin Lent we reach out to support the more vulnerable and disadvantaged members of our
community through Caritas’ Project Compassion. As a Catholic faith community we practice the Catholic Principal
and Value of Solidarity and Fraternity. This value comes under the umbrella of The Common Good. Our outreach to
the disadvantaged is framed by the Catholic Social Teaching of the Preferential Option for the Poor. As Catholics
we believe that we need to help everyone, especially the poor and those who cannot help themselves.
Project Compassion
The theme for Project Compassion 2019 is based
around hope and Giving Lent 100% in the name of
hope. Hope is one of the three pillars of Christian
virtue. The other two being faith and charity. It is a
powerful force for good and often helps to
transform lives.
Hope helps us to face life’s
challenges and sustains us as we work alongside
the most marginalised and vulnerable communities
to achieve better lives.
Pope Francis has said that: “Jesus has given us a
light that shines in the darkness; defend it, protect it.
This unique light is the greatest richness entrusted to
your life.” This light, is the light of hope.
(Bishop Greg O’Kelly, SJ AM, Former Chairman of Caritas Australia)

In the six weeks of Lent, Project Compassion will focus
on six stories that which show the power of hope and
the work of Caritas Australia. The people featured in
these stories come from communities in Zimbabwe,
Indonesia, Solomon Islands, Australia, Bangladesh and Vietnam.

Twelve-year-old
Thandolwayo would
walk seven kilometres
each day, threatened by
crocodiles, to collect
contaminated water for
her family.
It looked like she would
never realise her hope
of finishing her
education and becoming
a nurse, until a Caritas
Australia-supported
project created access
to clean water helping
Thandolwayo to stay at
school and achieve a
future full of hope.

MV Gathering
The Mini Vinnies scheduled for this term has
been be cancelled due to the death of
Michael O’Kane’s mother. He will reschedule
this once he is back in the Armidale St Vincent
de Paul office. Our deepest sympathies and
condolences to Michael and his family.

Real Talk
Our students from Years 4 to 6 will attend the Real Talk workshop at Holy Trinity Inverell on Wednesday 20th March.
The topic for Stage 2 is ‘Getting Real in the Digital World’ and it covers cyber-safety tips and hints. The Stage 3
topic is ‘Love and Life’ and it focuses on age appropriate aspects of ‘love and life’ including the importance of our
bodies the value and meaning of sexual body language and the beauty of healthy relationships. Both workshops
cover being created in the image and likeness of God, self worth and appreciating diversity (others and ourselves),
making good choices based on respect and love of self and neighbour, the impact of the media on how we see
ourselves and how we act. The sessions are based on fun activities and games and personal sharing from the
presenters.

May God bless,
Joe Dimech
Religious Education Coordinator

Clean Up Schools Day
Congratulations
to Darcy
for receiving the
Student of the Week award for
being a great role model in the
area of citizenship.

Swimming Program

Science Lesson

