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TERM 2 WEEK 4 Wednesday 22nd May 2019
Dear Parents
With increasing numbers of students in our
school, afternoon travel routines have also
become more complicated. Our first priority
is always the safety of your children. Our
most difficult day is Transition day and this
is magnified when we have school
assemblies. For this reason we have
moved our assemblies earlier to 2:15pm so
that students can return to classrooms and
afternoon travel arrangements can proceed
as normal. If parents wish to take students
home early they can, of course, sign them
out through the office. This allows us to be
sure that every child is in the correct place
and accounted for.
We are very grateful to our parents for
calling the school to let us know of altered
travel
arrangements.
Please
notify
Simmone as early in the day as possible as
she can have an overload of phone calls
very close to bus time and you may not be
able to get your call through and entered on
the travel board in time. Please do not rely
on email for these messages, as there are
times when circumstances beyond our
control prevent us from receiving them.
Cross Country
Last Friday 24, of our students travelled to
Barraba for the Diocesan Cross Country.
Our students are to be congratulated for
their efforts and sportsmanship on the day.
Hardwork and training again payed off, with
3 of our students being selected to travel to
Eastern Creek on Friday 14th June for
Polding Cross Country. Congratulations to
Shanae Wark (3rd), Lily McFarlane (3rd)
and Olive McFarlane (6th). We wish you
well with your training over the next 3
weeks.
Student Reporting
Late last year St Mary of the Angels moved
to a new student management software
system called COMPASS. As one of the
three initial schools to trial this program we
have made changes to recording student
details and marking attendance. This
semester we will move to the new
mandatory reporting system. The new
reports will still be based on the Common
Grade Scale but will be worded differently.
There will also be limited space for
comments. This means that parent/teacher/
student interviews will be even more
important. We may need to rethink our
school approach to interviews to allow
additional time for discussion. Please
remember that parents are always able to
schedule a time to discuss their child with
the class teacher. You do not need to wait
until semester reporting time.













Make conversation a priority! The
idea of Big Write is ‘that if students
can’t say it, they can’t write it.’
Read to and with your child. Foster
a love of reading.
Talk about and write down
interesting ‘WOW’ words as you
come across them in the books that
you are reading.
Encourage your child to use the
‘WOW’ words you have found.
When you use a word that your
child is unfamiliar with, discuss
what it means and how it can be
used. Expose them to range of
vocabulary.
Discuss the differences in language
used in both formal and informal
settings.
Have a mini-quiz: How many words
can you think of instead of said?
Went, nice, good. Use a thesaurus
to help find synonyms (words that
mean the same).
Play
games
like
Hangman,
Scrabble, Boggle and Balderdash.

Pupil Free Days
On the 11th & 12th June, all staff from our
school will be attending a System
Conference organised by the Catholic
Schools Office. These days will be pupil
free days, and follow on from the June long
weekend.
School Fees
Accounts for Term 2 2019 have been sent
home with students. I ask that all parents
please check for any unpaid fees and settle
these as soon as possible. Please
remember that Transition enrolment is
conditional upon all fees being kept up to
date. It is expected that all Transition Fees
will be paid up by the end of Week 5. If you
would like to use direct debit to pay fees,
forms are available from the school office.
Earn & Learn
This year we will again be participating in
the Woolworths Earn & Learn program. Up
until Tuesday 25th June, you will receive a
sticker for every $10 spent at Woolworths.
Bring your stickers in and pop in the Earn &
Learn box located in the front foyer. Ask
family and friends to collect stickers on your
behalf also!
At the end of the Earn and Learn
promotion, we can redeem our stickers for
new educational resources for our school.

Helping Your Child with V.C.O.P at Home Yours Sincerely
- Vocabulary (WOW Words!)
Sharon Wittig
It is important that students begin to think Principal
carefully about the vocabulary they choose
and the effect that it has on the reader. We
Hot lunches
promote the use of ‘WOW’ words in writing.
Morning - Alison Marshall
These are words that are ambitious for the
students to use. How can you help?
Afternoon - Wendy Warner

Day by day,
dear Lord of thee
Three things I pray:
To see thee more clearly,
To love thee more dearly,
To follow thee more
nearly,
Day by day.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Friday 24th May 2019
Soccer & Rugby League Gala Day
Week 5
Catholic Schools Week
Wednesday 29th May 2019
Catholic Schools Week Mass (Year 6 students)
Wednesday 29th May 2019 - 2:15pm
Assembly Kindy & 1/2 presenting
Thursday 30th May 2019
Step Day (Year 5 students)
Tuesday 4th June 2019 - 5:30pm
Centenary Dinner Committee meeting
Monday 10th June 2019
Queens Birthday Public Holiday
Tuesday 11th & Wednesday 12th June 2019
Pupil Free Days
Saturday 15th June 2019 - 6pm
First Eucharist celebrated
Friday 21st June 2019
Centenary Dress Up day
Saturday 22nd June 2019
School Centenary Dinner

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday Guyra (every Saturday)
1st Sunday of the month
Ben Lomond
2nd Sunday
Guyra
3rd Sunday
Wards Mistake
4th Sunday
Guyra
5th Sunday
Armidale
St Albert's UNE
Armidale

6pm
9am
9am
9am
9am
9am
9am

Transition
Brigitte Maguire for contributing to class discussions.
Kieran Ahern for his improved concentration with floor time.
Eliza Wesley for her amazing recount of her holiday.

Kindy
Lachlan Cruikshank for his great ideas when brainstorming “sh” words!!
Jack Marshall for his brilliant work on 3D shapes!!
Claire Mayled for the positive relationships she has built with class members.
Grace Linfield for her improved confidence in counting aloud!! Keep it up!

1/2
Catie Furphy for her enthusiastic and committed approach to learning- especially during reading groups.
George Hope for his increasing confidence to contribute to class discussions.
Charles Drew, Logan Lockyer and Jack Wesley for all the effort that have put into
MiniLit over the past year. Congratulations on finishing!

3/4
Noah Brennan and Isaac Hayes are always on task workers that like to complete
all set tasks in the allocated time. Well done boys!
Mavric Foster is working on reading with greater expression as well as
working on his letter formation. Keep it up Mavric.
Logan Mendes is working hard on targeted learning and is great at listening to and following advice given to her.
Isabell Brazier-Kraan is working methodically in her mathematical work, well done Isabell, a great skill to have!

5/6
Thank you to the students in Year 4 and 6 who very patiently worked on independent learning contracts while their
peers in Year 3 & 5 participated in their NAPLAN tests. You were amazing little workers. Well done!
Tom Lockyer for his exceptionally articulate answers to his reading comprehension assessment. You are a very
deep thinker and can cleverly determine the deeper meanings and messages embedded in challenging texts.
Ethan Tribe for his beautiful manners and work habits with any member
of staff. You are a model student for your peer learners.

LOST PROPERTY
Each day we have students losing items of clothing at school. Any clothing found
is put in the lost property box, or if clearly labelled it is returned to the student.
Sometimes things are accidently taken home by other students. To help us
reunite lost items, we would really appreciate parents regularly checking labels
and returning any items not belonging to your child.

Morning

Afternoon

Friday 24th May

Alison Marshall

Wendy Warner

Friday 31st May

Jess Sisson

Jo Cruickshank

Friday 7th June

Leisa Jones

Bern Jackson

Friday 14th June

Carlotta Chiesa

Jo Cruickshank

Friday 21st June

Leisa Jones

Jenette Williamson

Friday 28th June
Friday 5th July

Jo Cruickshank
Leisa Jones

Bern Jackson

TERM 2 ASSEMBLIES
Wednesday 29th May - 2:15pm
Wednesday 3rd July - 2:15pm

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to Dylan Maguire and
Noah
Brennan
who
celebrate
their
birthdays
this week.
Many happy returns!

Have you got your tickets yet?
Please join us for our School Centenary Dinner
Saturday 22nd June 2019, 5pm for 6pm start.

Grazing plates will be served on arrival, followed by a 3 course dinner.
Onsite bar and entertainment.
Tickets are available for $45 each and can be bought individually
or as an organised table of 8 to 10 people.
For ticket purchases, or for more information, please contact
the school on 67791661 or guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au

Money raised from this event will go toward the Year 5/6 Canberra excursion in 2020.

St Mary of the Angels
Centenary Dinner 1919-2019

Can you help?
As part of our Centenary Celebrations we will be hosting a morning tea and BBQ lunch after Mass on Sunday 23rd June. We are
looking for volunteers to assist us with this. If you could lend a hand, please fill in this slip and return it to our front office as
soon as possible.
Name(s) of helper(s):____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Morning tea cooking - I could cook the following:_________________________________________________________________
Morning tea serving (immediately after Mass)
BBQ lunch helpers (approx. 11am)

