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TERM 1 WEEK 2 Wednesday 5th February 2020
Dear Parents
Welcome back to the 2020 school year.
What a difference a few weeks and a
couple of inches of rain makes! It is hard to
believe the transformation. I do realise that
while it is greener and this lifts our spirits
and makes the world look a lot more
positive, the real implications of the drought
are still with us for some time to come. I will
continue to work with you to find ways that I
can further support our families through
these difficult times.
We welcome our new staff members and
our new Kindergarten students. This year
Mrs Sheree Ward will be assisting
Simmone in the office. Miss Jenna
Campbell and Miss Samantha Ryder have
joined our teaching staff and are off to a
flying start. Today our Transition classes
started. There were a few tears but only
from parents. We are looking forward to a
wonderful year.
For some children, returning to school can
be a time of anxiety; worrying about leaving
parents, making friends and meeting new
teachers. Research shows that parents can
do a number of simple things to help
minimise this anxiety. Talk positively to your
children about their day. Instead of asking
“How was your day?” Perhaps ask about
something exciting they did that day. If
children speak of problems, acknowledge
them but do not encourage children to
dramatise them. Remember that there are
always two sides to every story, not just
your child’s interpretation. Always speak
positively about the school and the teachers
but if you have concerns please bring them
to the attention of the class teacher or
myself as soon as possible.
This year we will be extending our flexible
learning classes with students moving
between classes for literacy and numeracy
sessions.
Please read this newsletter carefully as it
covers many administrative procedures that
must be followed. I thank you for attending
to these matters as they make our school
run more smoothly.

to please pop this date in your diary and
consider coming along to this meeting.
General Information for families
Sports Day
Our sports day is Friday. Students are
required to come to school in their sports
uniform.
Fruit time
8:50am every morning the students have
fruit time. Students are all encouraged to
bring a piece of fruit or vegetables to have
at this time.
Library Day
Library days for 2020 will be:
Kindy - Thursday, 1/2 - Wednesday, 3/4 Tuesday, 5/6 - Tuesday.
Students need to bring a library bag to help
protect the books, NO BAG NO BORROW.
Transition will change Library books on
Wednesdays.
Hours of Supervision
8:55 am
Assembly
9.00 am
Classes commence
11.00 am
Recess
11.20 am
Classes resume
1.00 pm
Lunch
1.55 pm
Assembly
2.00 pm
Classes resume
3.10 pm
Dismissal
Supervision of playground is from 8.30am
to 3.30pm. NO child is to be at school prior
to 8.30am. If on any occasion your child
needs to be at school outside supervised
hours please make prior arrangements with
the Principal.
News from the Library
We would like to remind you that library
rules will require students to have a library
bag to carry borrowed books in. This will
help to keep our books in good condition so
that may have a long life in our school
library. Sadly quite a lot of books last year
were being returned covered in dirt, food,
wet from leaking drink bottles, or simply
bent and torn. A library bag can help to
avoid a lot of these common mishaps.
Keeping library books in a library bag at
home can also help to avoid books
becoming overdue or lost.
We do have a small number of library bags
available for purchase from the front office.
Many thanks, The Librarian

Uniforms
School uniforms demonstrate pride and
ownership of our school. I ask that all
parents try to ensure that their children
come to school each day dressed in proper
school uniform. This is especially important
for our senior students who set standards
for our younger students to follow. Please
not that caps are not part of our uniform.
The use of wide brimmed hats is promoted Yours Sincerely
in our school, Diocesan and government
sun safe policies. These hats are available
through the P&F at our school office.
Sharon Wittig
Principal
P&F AGM
The P&F will be holding their AGM on
Wednesday 12th February at 6pm in the
staffroom. Nominations are being called for
Hot Lunch Roster
all positions on the Executive committee.
In order for our P&F to continue the
Morning - Tracy Reeves
important fundraising work they do for our
Afternoon - Jo Cruickshank
school, a full executive committee is
required to be elected. We ask all parents

Dear Lord,
As we begin a new school year,
we ask your blessing
in all that we do together.
May we be friendly to everyone
here - staff, teachers and pupils.
Help us to be always cheerful and to
smile, even when we don’t feel like it.
Help us to be generous and helpful
and to take the good with the bad.
Help us to hear you calling us in
everything that happens this year.
Thank you, Lord, for all that you
have done for us in the past,
We look forward to all that
you will do for us this year.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Wednesday 12th February 2020 - 6pm
P&F AGM
Friday 14th February 2020
Swimming Carnival
Friday 21st February 2020
Responsible Pet Program K-2
Wednesday 28th February 2020
Ash Wednesday
Friday 28th February 2020
Diocesan Swimming Carnival
Wednesday 25th March 2020
Whole School Photos
Thursday 9th April 2020
Last day of Term 1
Friday 10th April 2020
Good Friday

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday Guyra (every Saturday)
1st Sunday of the month
Ben Lomond
2nd Sunday
Guyra
3rd Sunday
Wards Mistake
4th Sunday
Guyra
5th Sunday
Armidale
St Albert's UNE
Armidale

6pm
9am
9am
9am
9am
9am
9am

Transition
A huge welcome to the newest members of our St Mary of the Angels family. Our new Transition
class had a wonderful day, meeting new friends and learning all the routines of big school.

Kindergarten
To all of our beautiful Kindergarten students. Congratulations on such a fantastic first week of
school. Mrs Cox and Mrs Grills are so proud of your enthusiasm and eagerness to learn!

1/2
Saxon Bray is putting a tremendous effort into all areas of his
learning. Well done Saxon a great start to the year!
Dylan Maguire is making sensible choices in his learning and is ready to learn. Fantastic Dylan!
Darcie Campbell is an attentive and confident class member. Well done Darcie!
Myles Cox is putting great detail into his writing. Keep it up Myles!
Lewis Robinson is a great listener and is enjoying working on his math facts. Great work Lewis!

3/4
Congratulations to all students in 3/4 for a fantastic start to the school year! The students have
taken on new roles with pride and are making new friendships in our class. A big warm
welcome to Connor Montague into our school. We hope you enjoy your time in 3/4!

5/6

Congratulations to Archer Colvin, Isaac Hayes and Dominic Nguyen for solving the Back to School Escape
Room Game. You saved the day by finding the teachers classroom key again. Great problem solving boys!!
Ethan Wilson for his careful attention to detail in his artworks. Fantastic work Ethan!
Thank you to Daniel Grills for a great first couple of days back at school showing
your responsible attitude towards your work and behaviours. Keep it up!
Lily McFarlane for her very caring and considerate approach when helping with younger
students around the school. You do an exceptional job thanks Lily!

Hot lunches are an important part of our school week. This is a
voluntary service and any parent who could pick up the lunch
orders in the morning, or pick up the hot lunches at lunch time
would be appreciated. Please put your name down and return to
the office if you are able to help.
Without parent support the Hot lunches will be cancelled.
Morning

Afternoon

Friday 7th February
Friday 14th February

Rainbow Club Banking
Every Thursday
Please drop your banking
to the front office by 9am.
School bags and hats are available
for sale from the front office.

Bags - $45

Hats - $15

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Friday 21st February
Friday 28th February
Friday 6th March
Friday 13th March
Friday 20th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 3rd April

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to Jimmy
Neill for last Friday and to
Olive McFarlane for this
Friday!
Many happy returns!

Our School was extremely honoured to receive The Community Event of the
Year Award at the Guyra Australia Day dinner held on Saturday the 25th
January. This award recognised our wonderful Centenary celebrations held
in June last year. We would like to acknowledge and congratulate the other
nominees in this field, TroutFest, The Lamb and Potato Festival and Frock
Club.
Congratulations to Sue Adams who was named Guyra’s Citizen of the Year.
Sue was recognised for her work with Can Assist, the Guyra Garden Club, the
St Vincent de Paul Guyra Conference, the Catholic Women’s League, as well
as being a dedicated Meals on Wheels volunteer. She also runs a weekly
exercise group for Home Support Services and founded the Guyra Heart
Foundation Walking Group.
Sue, a long time parishioner in our Parish, along with her husband Steve
regularly donate to our school to support various programs with Sue often
working along side us in her role with the St Vincent de Paul Society.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Our school swimming carnival will be held on Friday 14th February. With the changes to facilities for younger
students at the pool, it is more difficult to arrange a full day of activities for our younger students. With this in mind
we have decided to keep the infants students at school until recess. Students from Year 3-6 will leave school at 9am
with students from K-2 leaving later in the morning at 11am. If your child is in Year 1/2 and can competently swim
more than 25m, please contact Sharon regarding full day attendance. We would appreciate helpers for this day to
assist with the carnival and lunches. Please return the permission note within this newsletter to the school as soon as
possible.
We will cover the cost of entry this year for all students as part of our support during these drought conditions.
Could Kindergarten parents please contact Mrs Wittig and fill her in on any necessary details about swimming skills
and fear of water for their children.

Please also fill in the attached form if you would like to order a lunch for your child. Parents are most welcome to
order lunch too!

Swimming Carnival Hot lunch
$5 hot dog & Super Dooper
Please order:________ lunch/es for:___________________________________________
Signed: ___________________________
Swimming Carnival
I…………………………………………………… give permission for my child/ren…………………………………….
……………………………………………………..…… to attend the St Mary of the Angels swimming carnival to be
held on Friday 14th February 2020.
I can help with: Time keeping/ Judging/ Supervision of non swimming children/ BBQ (Please circle one).
………………………………………………..…
Signature

……………………………..
Date

P&F Meeting
I will be attending the P&F meeting on Wednesday 12th February 2020 at 6pm.
I would be willing to consider being elected to an Executive Position.
Name:_____________________________ Signature:_______________________________ Date:______________

