St Mary of the Angels Primary School
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016
Email guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au
TERM 1 WEEK 3 Wednesday 12th February 2020
Dear Parents
Student learning is now in full swing for the
2020 school year. Once again we will be
focusing on specific goals identified to
improve student performance. These goals
include a strong emphasis on writing using
VCOP
and
Big
Write
strategies
underpinned by the 14 Parameters that
staff have been implementing over the last
few years. As always, we give priority to
mathematics with special attention given to
applying skills through problem solving.
Pastoral care of students, teachers and
their families will again be important as we
implement Catholic Principles and Values in
a meaningful way.
Research shows that student learning is
maximised by quality teachers who
continually upgrade their skills. It is a
government and Diocesan expectation that
staff will continually upgrade these skills.
Throughout the year our staff will be
required to attend regular Professional
Development to enhance their teaching
skills. I thank them for their dedication to
this learning.
Healing Mass
Yesterday our school and community
celebrated a special healing mass for
Samuel Hope. This was the perfect day for
special prayers as it was Sam’s 4th
birthday. We would ask that you all keep
Sam and his family in your prayers. The
Guyra community will be organising a major
fundraising day to support the family as
they remain together in Newcastle during
Sam’s treatment.
Working With Children Checks
At St Mary of the Angels we like to provide
a safe, happy learning space. It is best
practice for all parents to have a current
Working With Children Check. This can
easily be done by googling NSW Working
With Children Check and filling in the online form. Please tick the volunteer section
and nominate our school. There is no cost
involved. I ask that parents please consider
helping us by completing this check and let
me know so that I can add you to our
database.
Swimming Carnival
Our school swimming carnival will be held
this Friday 14th February. Students from
Year 3-6 will leave school at 9am with
students from K-2 leaving later in the
morning at 11am. If your child is in Year
1/2 and can competently swim more than
25m, please contact Sharon regarding
full day attendance. The day will involve
a formal carnival and novelty events for less
experienced
swimmers.
We
would
appreciate helpers for this day to assist with
time keeping, judging, record keeping and
supervision. Please return the permission
note no later than tomorrow.
We will cover the cost of entry this year for
all students as part of our support during
these drought conditions.
Could Kindergarten parents please contact
Mrs Wittig and fill her in on any necessary

details about swimming skills and fear of
water for their children.
Please also fill in the attached form if you
would like to order a lunch for your child.
Orders are due tomorrow.
Costa Tomatoes
Our fabulous friends at Costa are
implementing a program to encourage
students with healthy eating. This initiative
will involve the delivery of baby tomatoes
each Monday that students can enjoy as
part of Fruit and Vegie time. On occasions
they will also deliver punnets of tomatoes
that can be sent home to our families. If we
have left over tomatoes perhaps some
wonderful parents can come up with a way
that we can use them for the benefit of the
school eg. making pickles, tomato sauce
etc. Let me know if you come up with any
brilliant ideas.
P&F AGM
The P&F will be holding their AGM tonight
at 6pm in the staffroom. Nominations are
being called for all positions on the
Executive committee.
In order for our P&F to continue the
important fundraising work they do for our
school, a full executive committee is
required to be elected. We ask all parents
to please consider coming along to this
meeting.
Blessing Mass
Our Blessing Mass will be held next
Wednesday 19th February at 6pm. Our
Beginning of Year Mass will be held asking
God’s blessing for this school year.
Induction
of
school
leaders
and
commissioning of staff will be an important
part of this Mass. I would encourage all
families to share in this special celebration
that acknowledges our choice of a Catholic
education for our children. It is only by living
our faith that it becomes real for our
children and is likely to make a lasting
impact on their future lives. Mass will be
followed by a BBQ tea. Please fill out the
form to let us know if you will be attending
the Mass and BBQ. All families are
encouraged
to
attend
this
school
celebration.
Hours of Supervision
Supervision of playground is from 8.30am
to 3.30pm. NO child is to be at school prior
to 8.30am. If on any occasion your child
needs to be at school outside supervised
hours please make prior arrangements with
the Principal.
Yours Sincerely
Sharon Wittig
Principal

Hot Lunch Roster
NO HOT LUNCHES
THIS WEEK

Come and sing for joy to God;
Let us come before him
and say thank you!
For God is great!
He holds in his hands
the foundations of the earth,
the mountain tops and
the depths of the sea.
Come, bow down and worship him.
Kneel before the Lord, the Creator.
For he is our God,
and we are his people.
He loves us and
takes care of us.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Wednesday 12th February 2020 - 6pm
P&F AGM
Friday 14th February 2020
Swimming Carnival
Wednesday 19th February 2020 - 6pm
Blessing Mass
Friday 21st February 2020
Responsible Pet Program K-2
Wednesday 26th February 2020
Ash Wednesday
Friday 28th February 2020
Diocesan Swimming Carnival
Wednesday 25th March 2020
Whole School Photos
Thursday 9th April 2020
Last day of Term 1
Friday 10th April 2020
Good Friday

Weekend Mass Times
Saturday Guyra (every Saturday)
1st Sunday of the month
Ben Lomond
2nd Sunday
Guyra
3rd Sunday
Wards Mistake
4th Sunday
Guyra
5th Sunday
Armidale
St Albert's UNE
Armidale

6pm
9am
9am
9am
9am
9am
9am

Transition
Alex Brazier-Kraan for being brave with his broken arm and having a go with all tasks.
Lynzi Beard for listening to instructions and cleaning up after herself.

Kindergarten
Boston Starr and Rylan Wilson have had an amazing start to the Guided
Reading sessions, you are full of enthusiasm and great ideas!
Chaise Martin, you are using terrific mathematical thinking to recognise numbers and 2D shapes.
Eliza Wesley, you show outstanding interest and motivation towards our science unit about the living world.

1/2
Catie Furphy, Sharnahleiah Bishop, Hugo Sisson, Myles Cox and Bella Hayes are
using “wow” words in their writing. Keep it up guys!
Oskar Laing is using the “flippy dolphin” strategy in his reading. Great work Oskar!
Saxon Bray is using fantastic expression in his reading. Well done Saxon!
Jimmy Neill is a confident and on task reader. Great job Jimmy!

3/4
Lots of fantastic things happening in 3/4 this week!
Congratulations to Noah Brennan for receiving our class award for being a kind and considerate member of our class.
Well done to Tom Graham, Noah Brennan and Jack Wesley for winning our 'Amazing Race' maths challenge!
Freya Bray has put in a great effort with her artwork this week and should be very proud of her efforts.
Finally, a big happy birthday to Olive McFarlane for last Friday

5/6
Archer Colvin for his excellent retention of concepts taught last year
in literacy and numeracy. Keep up the fantastic work!
Tessa Jackson for her excellent results in her maths assessments this week. Well done Tessa!
Sienna Nguyen and Olive McFarlane for their exceptionally neat handwriting. Lovely work girls!
Mavric Foster for his amazing catching and fielding skills in sport
last week. You made the game a very entertaining one!

Hot lunches are an important part of our school week. This is a
voluntary service and any parent who could pick up the lunch orders
in the morning, or pick up the hot lunches at lunch time would be
appreciated. Please put your name down and return to the office if
you are able to help.
Without parent support the Hot lunches will be cancelled.
Morning
Friday 14th February
Friday 21st February

Afternoon

SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Carlotta Chiesa

Friday 28th February

Jo Cruickshank

Friday 6th March
Friday 13th March

Carlotta Chiesa

Friday 20th March
Friday 27th March
Friday 3rd April

Jo Cruickshank
Carlotta Chiesa

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to Darcie
Campbell who celebrates her
birthday tomorrow.
Many happy returns!

Blessing Mass
Please join us at our Blessing Mass on
Wednesday 19th February 2020.
During this Mass we will be asking for God’s
Blessing for the School Year. Induction of
school leaders & commissioning of staff will
also be an important part of this Mass.

Wednesday 19th February 2020
6pm
St Mary of the Angels Catholic Church
Mass will be followed by a BBQ tea. Please
RSVP to the front office for catering
purposes.

Our family ……………………….……………. would love to attend
the Blessing Mass and BBQ on Wednesday 19th February.
There will be ………………. adults and
attending the BBQ .

…………….. children

Signed ……………………………………

Swimming Carnival Hot lunch
$5 hot dog & Super Dooper
Please order:________ lunch/es for:___________________________________________
Signed: ___________________________
Swimming Carnival
I…………………………………………………… give permission for my child/ren…………………………………….
……………………………………………………..…… to attend the St Mary of the Angels swimming carnival to be
held on Friday 14th February 2020.
I can help with: Time keeping/ Judging/ Supervision of non swimming children/ BBQ (Please circle one).
………………………………………………..…
Signature

……………………………..
Date

