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Dear Parents
I would like to congratulate you on the positive manner in which you are all adapting to our new circumstances. I know that
these are not easy times and it is very difficult to manage your work schedules and also supervise your children’s learning.
My greatest empathy is with those who have lost their jobs and their income at this time. It is possible that we could get
complacent and believe that the government is overreacting to the situation but when we look at the death statistics in some
overseas countries I think we need to take a deep breath and be grateful that the measures in place are helping to control
the spread of this virus in Australia.
I would like to share a personal experience from all of this. My nephew, his girlfriend and my niece, all professional young
people, resigned from their jobs to spend a year working and holidaying overseas. After just three weeks they heeded the
Prime Minister’s warning to return immediately. They caught emergency flights from London and asked the family to help
organize complete isolation for them for two weeks. My farm in Crookwell is unoccupied during the school term so we had
the house cleaned and filled the pantry and fridge with food. We arranged someone to take a car full of fuel to the airport and
throw the keys across a ten metre gap to avoid any contact. They were happily isolated together playing board games and
watching movies. After five days, my niece developed a cough. Upon advice from the local hospital they presented for
testing. Yesterday they received the results to say that two of them have tested positive for COVID-19. They tell me that the
symptoms they are experiencing are less than the common cold. We are all eternally grateful that these young people took
extreme measures just in case they were carrying the infection. As it turns out, if they were less careful, they may have
inadvertently infected numerous people before they realised there was a problem. I realise from this that the measures we
are all taking are certainly cutting down the chances of spreading this dreadful virus. I just hope that the virus will run its
course quickly, with minimal loss and we are able to get back to our normal, happy lives.
St Mary of the Angels School remains open with a skeleton staff. Our staff are working from home where possible. We are
eternally grateful to our parents who are working from home and are able to supervise their own children. This helps to
minimise the risk for the staff that do come to school each day. Staff on our worksite are providing supervision of students
with working parents. Students at school complete their learning packs the same as students at home. Teachers are also
working hard on creating and resourcing additional work for the coming weeks. I am very grateful to them for their dedication
and for their willingness to allow our school to operate.
In these difficult times we are looking for ways to spread joy and good news. Thank you to those children who have sent in
cards for our Kolora friends. I am sure your efforts will brighten their day. We have been making posters for businesses in
town who continue to operate to ensure that our community is able to function. They are also placing themselves at risk
each day that they come to work. Our next initiative is to create cards for our veterans who will not be able to gather together
to celebrate ANZAC Day. I am sure these older people are really feeling the pain of social isolation.
Today I attach to this newsletter correspondence from Chris Smyth regarding school fees. In following our normal school
routines we did send out fee reminders to families this week. I apologise that this is in contradiction to Chris’ letter which I
only received late yesterday. I hope that after last year, all parents would realise that I am always available to discuss
circumstances and make allowances with fees where necessary. If you fit the criteria mentioned in Chris’ letter and would
like assistance, please contact either myself of Simmone as soon as possible.
Additions to our learning packs are now available at the front office. They will be posted out today to those families who have
requested this. Please let us know what arrangements you would like to be put into place for your family. Thank you for the
photos of remote learning. Please keep sending them in to share each week. I would also like to thank those families who
have sent wonderful messages to our staff and to the “angels” who provided coffee vouchers this week. Your kindness was
really appreciated by our staff . We are really missing our students and hope that both they, and you, are coping well in such
difficult circumstances.
Our prayers and thoughts are with you.
Yours Sincerely
Sharon Wittig
Principal

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Tuesday 7th April 2020
Easter Raffle books due back
Thursday 9th April 2020
Last day of Term 1
Monday 27th April 2020
Students return for Term 2

Prayer for Our Doctors.
Jesus, you were like a doctor when you cured people.
Please guide our doctors so that they are able to tell what
is making a person sick, and show them what to do to make
that person better. Help them not to be upset when they are
not able to cure a person. Be with them when they are tired
and worried. Jesus, please take care of our doctors,
bless all they do. Bless their families.

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to Lachlan
Cruickshank and Baxter
Clark who celebrate their
birthdays
this
coming
week.
Many happy
returns!

