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Dear Parents,
The Armidale Catholic Schools Office is
currently evaluating how our system of
schools responded to the COVID-19
crisis and its impact on the learning and
wellbeing of our students and their
families. As a Principal I was extremely
happy with the support and advice
provided by our Director, Chris Smyth,
and his Leadership Team. They
recognized that all schools were in
different situations with varied staff and
family situations. It was therefore decided
that school Principals could make
decisions at a local level that were best
suited to the needs of families whilst
maintaining as safe an environment as
possible.
We are now being asked to evaluate the
actions taken to see how we can best
prepare for similar situations if they
should occur in the future. Instead of
sending out a tiresome survey, I would
really appreciate it if our families could
take the time to just send me through an
email giving your thoughts as to how our
school responded during this very difficult
time. Are there any things that we did
well? Are there things that we could do
better if the situation arises again? We
made a conscious effort to return our
students to school as quickly as possible.
Was this helpful to your families or
should we have proceeded with greater
caution? Your responses will help me to
make wise decisions in the future. Your
assistance with this would be greatly
appreciated.
Student Illness
Our community is still on heightened alert
preparing for a possible Second Wave of
the COVID-19 virus. We have been
asked to be particularly carefully about
the spread of any infectious disease. I
ask that parents please be very vigilant in
assessing children if they are feeling
unwell and keep them at home so that
infections are not spread to other
members of the school community.

School Uniforms
With a full return to school we are keen
to get things back to normal as quickly as
possible. This includes having students
dressed proudly in their proper school
uniform. Last week I included a copy of
the Winter Uniform within the newsletter.
I ask that parents please ensure that
your children wear their uniform correctly
each day. We do have uniform items
available in the clothing pool for very
reasonable prices. If financial hardship is
a problem then please contact me and I
will see how I can help you.
Drink Bottles
As part of our COVID-19 precautions, the
water bubblers have been turned off for
the moment. Could you please ensure
that your child brings a drink bottle to
school. If they should drink all their
water we are happy to refill their bottle for
them.
COMPASS Update
For those parents who have signed up
with Compass, you are now able to book
your Parent/Teacher Conference using
the app. Simply click on the Book Parent
Student Teacher Conference link under
your child’s name to book a timeslot with
their teacher. If you haven’t already
signed up to Compass and you need
your login details sent again give
Simmone a call to organise this.
Hot Lunches
Hot lunches are now available from the
Bakery and the Guyra Café. Please note
FRIED
RICE
DISHES
ARE
CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE. Please
remember to send your child’s order in a
brown paper bag with the correct money,
no change will be given.
With the return of lunches as normal we
will require volunteers to assist with this.
If you can spare half an hour at 9am on a
Friday, or pick up our lunches just before
1pm, please fill in the attached form.

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences
Thank you to all of our parents who have Yours Sincerely
used the COMPASS platform to book
their three way conferences. I have set
aside the entire day on Tuesday 23rd Sharon Wittig
June for on-site meetings (8:00 am until Principal
7:00pm). Teacher will also be available
from 8:00 - 9:00am and 3:20 -6:00 pm on
Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th
June. Please use the COMPASS App or
call the office to book a conference. If
you would like your meeting to be a
zoom meeting, please contact the
Hot Lunch Roster
office so that this can be arranged. If
you are unable to fit with these times
Morning - Lizzie Adams
then please let us know and we will make
Afternoon - Volunteer needed
other arrangements.

For this new morning
and it’s light,
For rest and shelter of
the night,
For health and food,
for love and friends,
For every gift your
goodness send,
Thank you,
gracious Lord.

Hot Lunches are
available from the
Bakery and Café.
**Fried rice dishes are
currently unavailable.

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Friday 3rd July 2020
Last day of Term 2
Monday 20th July 2020
Term 3 commences

https://stmarysguyra.catholic.schooltv.me

Transition
Harbour Hutton for matching numbers and her beautiful attitude
towards all the activities we do in Transition.
Brock Adams for developing good friendships at school and sharing his news confidently.

Kindergarten

Clancy Robinson for her beautiful manners and always trying her best.
Emmy Hodgens for settling back into school routine and showing persistence with her writing skills.
Matthew Sauer for his improvement in reading and his hard work on developing his independent work habits.

1/2

Scarlett Newberry has had fantastic results in Mathletics! Well done Scarlett!!
Lewis Robinson & Bella Hayes have been writing fantastic persuasions! Great language guys!
Isobella Hodgens & Peter Grills have been enjoying and working hard
with decoding tricky words. Keep it up!!
Flynn McFarlane & Jack Marshall are great independent workers. On task and ready to go!! Well done boys!!

3/4
Sienna Nguyen, Freya Bray, Edward Grills and Henry Cox have created some fantastic artworks for
Religion surrounding the themes of justice and equality. They should be very proud of their work.
Charles Drew has been working hard to achieve his reading goals and
has become a much more independent learner this term.
Tom Graham has brought in some fantastic farm toys to school and this has created a really nice group
of people playing together. He should be commended on his ability to share and be inclusive.

5/6
Thank you to all the students in Year 4/5/6 for organising such fun treasure
hunts recently in our studies about position in Maths.
Archie Jackson and Dominic Nguyen for their fabulous work with square, triangular and cubed numbers.
Ethan Wilson for his well structured paragraphs using the TEEL strategy we have been studying.

Miss Ryder’s Good News
Congratulations to Nate Mendes and Darcy Sisson for their engagement and
enthusiasm to learn all about the states of matter in 1/2 Science!
Congratulations to Isaac Hayes for his commitment, enthusiasm and engagement
in creating his sustainable community. I am excited to see how it turns out.
Congratulations to Tessa Jackson for her maturity, problem solving skills and
ability to work collaboratively within our science class.
I would also like to congratulate Sophie Spradbrow for her efforts and commitment to
our new drama unit, I cannot wait to see how she continues to go!

Without parent support the Hot lunches will be cancelled.
Afternoon

Friday 12th June

Morning
Lizzie Adams

Friday 19th June

Jess Sisson

Lisa Wilcox

Friday 26th June
Friday 3rd July

Lisa Wilcox

Happy Birthday
Happy birthday to Grace Linfield, Scarlett
Newberry, Freya Bray and Mackenzie Ellem
who celebrate their birthdays this coming
week.
Many happy returns!

