
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Friday 4th September 2020 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Friday 25th September 2020 
Last day of Term 3 
 
Monday 12th October 2020 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Tuesday 13th October 2020 
Students return for Term 4 
 
Wednesday 28th October 2020 
Whole School Photos 

Dear Parents, 
At this time last year we were busy making 
bacon and egg burgers and taking 
wonderful photos of children and their 
Dad’s. At Mother’s Day we would never 
have imagined that we would still be in 
isolation. This morning we are really 
missing our Dads. All we can do is wish you 
the most wonderful Father’s Day with your 
families. I hope Sunday brings you beautiful 
weather and quality time to spend together. 
Have a coffee in your new mug and 
remember that you are appreciated! 
 
Pupil Free Day 
As with most things lately the first plan is 
never the final plan but with the constantly 
changing COVID rules the plans change 
almost daily. Our staff retreat this Friday 
was planned for Moree with a guest 
speaker and hot springs in the evening. 
Plan B was a shift to a local venue with a 
guest speaker. Plan C was on school site 
with a guest speaker. Plan D is a single 
hour of Professional Development and the 
rest of the day studying in isolation on our 
school site with a power outage!  
We hope that you all enjoy a fabulous long 
weekend!  
 
Hours of Supervision 
We have had an increasing number of 
students arriving early at school. 
Supervision in the playground is from 
8.30am to 3.30pm. NO child is to be at 
school prior to 8.30am. If on any occasion 
your child needs to be at school outside 
supervised hours please make prior 
arrangements with the Principal. 
 
School Photos 
Just a reminder to all that our Whole School 
Photos have been rescheduled to 
Wednesday 28th October 2020. At this 
stage these will go ahead. More information 
will be sent out closer to the date.  
 
COVID-19 Testing 
If you or someone in your family is unwell 
with COVID-19 symptoms and require 
testing, you are able to visit your GP or a 
local Drive through clinic for testing. When 
you select a testing clinic to visit, check the 
details before you go to see what you need 
such as: an appointment, checking whether 
children are tested at the clinic or if your 
need a referral from your GP. Drive through 
clinics are located at Glen Innes Hospital 
Ph. 0438 925 949, Inverell Hospital  Ph. 
6721 9520, Armidale Hospital Ph. 0427 923 
080.  
 
School Surveys 
An annual satisfaction survey of parents, 
students and staff will be conducted on 
behalf of all Catholic schools in the Diocese 
this term. The surveys are designed to 
gather feedback from parents, staff and 
students about our school and will be used 
to inform school improvement. Responses 
are confidential and individuals can not be 
identified.  
The surveys were launched via email on 

Monday using the email addresses supplied 
to the school. If you did not receive an 
email with a link to the survey, please 
contact the school and we will arrange this 
for you.  
 
School TV - A Special Report  
Celebrating Father’s Day 
For many years now, the role of fathers has 
changed and evolved. During the industrial 
revolution, fathers were often considered 
detached and distant due to working long 
hours in factories. However, today things 
have changed dramatically with many dads 
being celebrated for being sensitive, caring 
and more hands-on. 
Recent studies have shown that children 
benefit greatly from having fathers who are 
present and interacting in everyday 
activities. This has transformed the 
understanding of how fathers shape 
children’s lives from the start, challenging 
conventional ideas of parenthood and 
gender. 
Research also suggests that fathers 
influence their sons and daughters in 
different ways, which is especially true 
during their transition to adolescence. 
Engaging in regular physical activities can 
play a key role in influencing children to 
learn self-control, face challenges, regulate 
emotions and take manageable risks. 
In this Special Report, fathers will learn 
about the positive impact they can have on 
their child’s mental health and wellbeing, 
whilst also ensuring they indulge in a little 
self-care. 
We hope you take time to reflect on the 
information offered in this Special Report, 
and as always, we welcome your feedback. 
If you do have any concerns about the 
wellbeing of your child, please contact the 
school for further information or seek 
medical or professional help. 
Here is the link to your special report: 
https://stmarysguyra.catholic.schooltv.me/
wellbeing_news/celebrating-fathers-day 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Sharon Wittig 
Principal 

What Is A Dad? 
A dad is someone who 

wants to catch you before you fall 
but instead picks you up, 

brushes you off, 
and lets you try again.  
A dad is someone who 

wants to keep you from making mistakes 
but instead lets you find your own way, 
even though his heart breaks in silence 

when you get hurt.  
A dad is someone who 

holds you when you cry, 
scolds you when you break the rules, 
shines with pride when you succeed, 

and has faith in you even when you fail... 
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Hot Lunch Roster 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 
NO HOT LUNCHES 



 
 
 
 
 

Transition 
Alexander Brazier-Kraan for his improved learning behaviours  

and using lovely manners in the classroom.  
Ayva Simpson for working with sounds beautifully and increased confidence in the playground. 

 

Kindy 
Matthew Sauer for his technical language use in science and  

giving detailed explanation of his ideas.  
Miles Furphy for his amazing counting, addition recall and 2D shape recognition.  

Jayde Cox for her enthusiasm during reading and willingness to read and use unfamiliar words. 
Vancara Lockyer for her hard work and improvement with reading comprehension.  

 

1/2 
Benji Archibald for his effort and participation in both academic and social experiences.  

Chase Floyd for the effort and achievement that he is putting  
into both his reading and writing tasks.  

Zac Jones for the tremendous effort he is putting into answering  
and sharing during class discussions.  

Grace Linfield for consistently making sensible choices in her learning during afternoon sessions.  
Hugo Sisson for the fantastic expression and fluency that  

he is consistently working on to improve his reading.  
Saxon Bray for the enthusiastic approach he is taking to both his Literacy and Numeracy learning.  

Isobella Hodgens for the effort and enjoyment that she puts into each and every task. 
Sharnahleiah Bishop for her pride and love of country.  

 

3/4 
Khloe Martin for taking a special interest in our studies of Malala  

Yousafzai. Hopefully she responds to your letter soon.  
Jake Siddell for being a positive class member who is always willing to help others.  

Isabell Brazier-Kraan for always putting 100% effort into all of your work. Fantastic work Izzy.  
Darcy Sisson for your consistent ability to problem solve  

and for showing more confidence everyday! 
Camilla Grills for being a positive class member who can put a smile on anyone’s face.  

 

5/6 
Tessa Jackson for making great progress with her writing skills and times tables.  

Sophie Spradbrow for her excellent dedication to her studies. Keep up the great progress!  
Isaac Hayes for his wonderful mathematics skills during maths lessons.  

Olive McFarlane for her creative writing style and always trying to improve her writing.   
Daniel Grills for being a focused learner and making great work on his planning and writing skills.  

 

Miss Ryder’s Science awards 
Archer Colvin for his continued efforts towards learning activities and his commitment  

to trying his hardest and achieving his best in our Science classroom. 
Isabell Brazier-Kraan for her persistence with all topics and desire to  

extend her knowledge in all topics to the best of her abilities. 
Lewis Robinson for his consistent engagement in learning activities  

and efforts to better his learning in our Physical World unit. 

Teacher Aide Appreciation Week 
This week we celebrate the wonderful           
contribution our amazing Teacher Aides make 
to our school.  
Thank you Karen, Cassie and Linda for the 
support you offer our teachers and the work 
that you do with our students. We are very 
blessed to have you on our staff.  



Congratulations to the following students:  
 

Minor Boy Champion   - Flynn McFarlane 
Minor Boy Runner Up  - Hugo Sisson 

Minor Girl Champion    - Darcie Campbell 
Minor Girl Runner Up   - Millie Neill and Annabelle Brazier-Kraan 

Junior Boy Champion   - Archie Foster 
Junior Boy Runner Up  - Edward Grills 

Junior Girl Champion    - Olive McFarlane 
Junior Girl Runner Up   - Alana Marshall 

11 Year Boy Champion  - Nayte Foster 
11 Year Boy Runner Up  - Dominic Nguyen 
11 Year Girl Champion   - Lily McFarlane  
11 Year Girl Runner Up – Logan Mendes 
Senior Boy Champion   -  Daniel Grills 
Senior Boy Runner Up  - Lachlan Clark 

Senior Girl Champion    - Rhiannon Heagney 



Interview with Kindergarten Scientists 
 

What are you doing? We are learning about 

pushes and pulls and trying to push a row of 

dominoes down with a little car. 
 

What was hard? Sometimes the dominoes were 

too close and didn't even move, sometimes they 

were too far apart so the movement stopped. It 

was really hard to set them up without bumping 

the dominoes over. 
 

What worked well? When we had it right, the 

car pushed the first domino over and all the rest 

followed until the last domino fell. 


