
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 
Transition begin school 
 
Friday 12th February 2021 
Swimming Carnival 
 
Wednesday 17th February 2021 
Ash Wednesday 
 
Friday 26th February 2021 
Diocesan Swimming Carnival 
 
Thursday 1st April 2021 
Last day of Term 1 
 
Friday 2nd April 2021 
Good Friday 
 
 

Dear Parents 
Welcome back! It was wonderful to see all 
the smiling faces as our students returned 
to school on Friday. Unfortunately, I had a 
small accident while fencing and have 
broken my ankle. If I follow advice carefully, 
my orthopaedic surgeon feels that I may be 
able to heal without surgery. I am therefore 
taking leave for the next three weeks and 
hoping for the best.  
It is wonderful to start the year without 
recorded community cases of COVID in 
NSW during the last two weeks. Our area 
has remained COVID free throughout this 
entire ordeal. Despite this, we are 
constantly trying to negotiate the changing 
guidelines while providing a safe 
environment and minimising the effect on 
our families as much as we can. Again I 
thank you for your patience and 
understanding as we follow the guidelines 
given. Information about parent attendance 
at the swimming carnival will be sent out to 
parents when we have a clear plan. Let's 
hope that 2021 evolves into a fabulous year 
for all members of our school community. 
 
Increased COVID Anxiety 
We have been informed that one of the 
ongoing effects of events in 2020 has been 
a heightened level of anxiety across all  age 
groups. While the impact on our students 
has been minimal compared to many 
others, we still need to be aware of this 
potential concern.  
 
Living Well - Learning Well 
This year we introduce a new framework for 
wellbeing that has been developed at the 
Catholic Schools Office. This very positive 
document will be shared with parents each 
week in the newsletter as we unpack the 
best way to implement it within our school. 
The major focus of this document is to 
promote wellbeing for all and ensure that 
classroom time is dedicated to learning 
rather than behaviour management.  
For  some children, returning to school can 
be a time of anxiety; worrying about leaving 
parents, making friends and meeting new 
teachers. Research shows that parents can 
do a number of simple things to help 
minimise this anxiety. Talk positively to your 
children about their day. Instead of asking 
“How was your day?” Perhaps ask about 
something exciting they did that day. If 
children speak of problems, acknowledge 
them but do not encourage children to 
dramatise them. Remember that there are 
always two sides to every story, not just 
your child’s interpretation. Always speak 
positively about the school and the teachers 
but if you have concerns please bring them 
to the attention of the class teacher or 
myself as soon as possible.  
 
Individualised Instruction 
St Mary of the Angels takes pride in the 
way we treat each child as an individual 
and cater for their learning needs. This is 
evident in the detailed programming that 
teachers put into planning for your child. 
With the approval of the School Advisory 

Council, our school adds considerable 
funding to our budget to employ additional 
teaching and support staff. Following our 
success last year we have also expanded 
our flexible class arrangements. This year 
Mr Brodie Flynn joins our teaching staff and 
this will allow us to creatively organise 
students from Year 2 to 6 for literacy and 
maths in much smaller group sizes. We are 
also lucky to have Mrs Jessica Scully taking 
the role of Leader of Pedagogy while 
Matilda Hunt is on maternity leave. We are 
still in the process of employing another 
teaching assistant to maximise learning. 
With these measures in place, 2021 should 
be a wonderful year of learning.  
 
Uniforms 
School uniforms demonstrate pride and 
ownership of our school. I ask that all 
parents try to ensure that their children 
come to school each day dressed in proper 
school uniform. This is especially important 
for our senior students who set standards 
for our younger students to follow. Please 
not that caps are not part of our uniform. 
The use of wide brimmed hats is promoted 
in our school, Diocesan and government 
sun safe policies. These hats are available 
through the P&F at our school office.  
 
General Information for families 
Sports Day 
Our sports day is Friday. Students are 
required to come to school in their sports 
uniform.  
 
Fruit time 
8:50am every morning the students have 
fruit time. Students are all encouraged to 
bring a piece of fruit or vegetables to have 
at this time.  
 
Library Day 
Library days for 2020 will be:  
Kindy - Thursday, 1/2 - Monday, 3/4 - 
Tuesday, 5/6 - Tuesday.  
Students need to bring a library bag to help 
protect the books, NO BAG NO BORROW. 
Transition will change Library books on 
Wednesdays.  
 
Hours of Supervision 
8:55 am  Assembly 
9.00 am Classes commence 
11.00 am Recess 
11.30 am Classes resume 
1.10 pm Lunch 
1.55 pm Assembly   
2.00 pm Classes resume 
3.10 pm  Dismissal 
 
Supervision of playground is from 8.30am 
to 3.20pm. NO child is to be at school prior 
to 8.30am. If on any occasion your child 
needs to be at school outside supervised 
hours please make prior arrangements with 
the Principal. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Sharon Wittig 
Principal 

St Mary of the Angels Primary School 
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365 
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016  
Email guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au  
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
 
TERM 1 WEEK 2 Wednesday 3rd February 2021 

Dear Lord,  
As we begin a new school year,  

we ask your blessing  
in all that we do together.  

May we be friendly to everyone  
here - staff, teachers and pupils.  

Help us to be always cheerful and to 
smile, even when we don’t feel like it.  
Help us to be generous and helpful  
and to take the good with the bad.  
Help us to hear you calling us in 

everything that happens this year.  
Thank you, Lord, for all that you  

have done for us in the past,  
We look forward to all that  
you will do for us this year.  

Weekend Mass Times 

 

Saturday Guyra (every Saturday)  6pm 
1st Sunday of the month  Ben Lomond  9am 
2nd Sunday   Guyra  9am 
3rd Sunday   Wards Mistake 9am 
4th Sunday    Guyra   9am 
5th Sunday    Armidale 9am 
St Albert's UNE   Armidale  9am 

Hot Lunch Roster 
 

Morning - Volunteer needed 
Afternoon - Volunteer needed 



  Morning Afternoon 

Friday 5th February   

Friday 12th February   

Friday 19th February   

Friday 26th February   

Friday 5th March   

Friday 12th March   

Friday 19th March   

Friday 26th March   

Hot lunches are an important part of our school week. This is a 
voluntary service and any parent who could pick up the lunch 
orders in the morning, or pick up the hot lunches at lunch time 
would be appreciated. Please put your name down and return to 
the office if you are able to help.  
Without parent support the Hot lunches will be cancelled.  

Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to Jimmy 

Neill for last Sunday and  

to  Olive McFarlane for this 

Sunday! 

Many happy returns!  

Rainbow Club Banking 
Every Thursday 

Please drop your banking  
to the front office by 9am. 

School bags and hats are available 

for sale from the front office.  

Bags - $45        Hats - $15 

* A collective responsibility for all students 
* A positive, high regard for all students 
* A commitment to increasing learning, well-being, faith development and life-
opportunity outcomes for all students 
* A commitment to being a skilled and helpful adult support for all students 

* People have a better day because I am here as part of the school team! 

What a pleasure it is to be back and working with such dedicated teachers, smiling          
children  and caring and committed parents. St Mary of the Angels, is a special place to be. 
It is a community of love focused on supporting one another. It is a place of  enriching and   
inspiring, a place of comfort and sharing, a place to proclaim, witness and serve.  
  

This year we really want to build on our  positive relationships with students. Staff have 
been working hard to consider how we can implement greater student voice and continue 
to be a positive environment for our children. We are committed this year to pushing our    
students to act upon our School Motto to ‘Strive Ever Higher’. We want students to push that 
little bit extra to reach their full potential- academically, physically, socially and             
emotionally. We are off to a great start this year and students 
have started to explore how daily greetings can positively impact 
on how someone feels valued, respected and cared for.  
I look forward to meeting you, learning more about your child 
and sharing in this incredible journey of Catholic Education.  
 

Jessica Scully 
Leader of Pedagogy 



Swimming Carnival 
 
I…………………………………………………… give permission for my child/ren……………………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………..…… to attend the St Mary of the Angels swimming carnival to be  
 
held on Friday 12th February 2021.   
 
 ………………………………………………..…   …………………………….. 
Signature        Date 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Our school swimming carnival will be held on Friday 12th February. Careful planning of this event has        
occurred to ensure that the carnival meets the most recent Covid-19 Guidelines for Catholic Schools and also 
aligns with the Guyra Swimming Pool’s Covid-19 Safety Plan. With the changes to facilities for younger        
students at the pool, it is more difficult to arrange a full day of swimming activities. With this in mind we have 
decided to keep the infants students at school until 12pm. Students from Year 3-6 will leave school at 9am with 
students from K-2 leaving later in the morning at 11:45am. If your child is in Year 1/2 and can competently 
swim more than 25m, please contact the School regarding their full day attendance and participation. More 
information will be sent home tomorrow about the Swimming Carnival Guidelines.  
Please return the permission note back to school as soon as possible. 
Normal Friday hot lunch orders will be available for students to order for the carnival from the Bakery and 
Guyra Cafe.  
The cost of entry to the pool will be covered by COSTA.  
Could Kindergarten parents please contact the School Office and fill us in on any necessary details about   
swimming skills and fear of water for your child. 
All students will return to school upon completion of the school swimming carnival. The presentation for All 
Age Champion Awards and ribbon recipients will be awarded at the School Assembly on Monday morning. 
Photos of the recipients will be made available for parents. 




