
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Friday 13th August 2021 - POSTPONED 
Diocesan Athletics Carnival Tamworth 
 
Tuesday 24th August 2021 
Year 6 Step Day  
 
Monday 30th August - Thursday 2nd Sept 
Book Fair 
 
Friday 17th September 2021 
Last day of Term 3  
 
Monday 4th October 2021 
Labour Day Public Holiday  
 
Tuesday 5th October 2021 
Students return for Term 4 
 
Wednesday 13th October 2021 
Whole School Photos  

Dear Parents,  
I can vividly remember one afternoon before 
Mrs Wittig retired, she said “What are we 
going to do if lockdowns come back?” I 
remember looking at her thinking ‘surely not’, 
and here we are again! Living in a small 
country town, I, like many, felt distant from 
the COVID nightmare that was unfolding in 
Sydney but over the course of the weekend, 
this became reality. What an incredible job 
NSW Health, Catholic Schools NSW and our 
Catholic Schools Office Armidale has done in 
response to our Level 4 restrictions. At times 
of uncertainty, I am reminded to remain calm 
and wait for guidance from health authorities. 
This advice came late on Sunday afternoon 
and staff, parents and students were 
informed as soon as the appropriate 
information came to hand.  
 
Firstly, I need to say a huge thank you to our 
wonderful teaching staff and educational 
assistants. They  have gone above and 
beyond to ensure that remote learning started 
as quickly as possible, with consistency and 
focus. I am in awe of how quickly they 
responded to the demands of online learning 
and with no fuss got straight to work. Many 
teachers worked tirelessly over the weekend 
to prepare resources for online learning and 
learning packs to match appropriate teaching 
activities. They deserve a huge THANK YOU! 
 
I have to also say a huge thank you to our 
families for their agility in responding to 
remote learning. I guess having practised this 
once before, most of our families have found 
it easier and more organised this time 
around. I know many of you are juggling busy 
workloads and other family commitments, so 
please remember to take care of yourself. As 
much as we would love our students to 
continue with as much learning as they can 
from home, please remember to take time 
out, rest, turn off your devices and get some 
fresh air. Thank you to those who have 
followed the stay at home rules and only sent 
their children to school if both parents are 
essential workers. We have very limited staff 
available for supervision, so your support is 
greatly appreciated.  
 
To our amazing students, it is such a joy and 
a privilege to see your faces each and every 
day, whether it be virtually or in real-life. We 
want you to continue to be the best learners 
that you can be and continue to help those 
around you. You have all done a fabulous job 
so far with your remote learning, so please 
continue the excellent work.  
 
One of the many things we learnt from 
COVID last year was the importance of our 
school community. We understand that this 
lockdown can cause families stress and 
present challenges. For others, it can be a 
useful 'circuit breaker' to reset and spend 
time together as a family. Regardless, it is 
important that we stay connected as a 
community and support each other during this 
time. As a school, we are here to support 
you, so please reach out by emailing the 
office should you have any questions or 

concerns.  
 
No Hat, No Play 
As a friendly reminder to our very limited 
students on site this week, please remember 
your school hats. We will no longer be 
lending hats for students that have 
forgotten theirs at home.  
 
Pupil Free Day - POSTPONED  
The Pupil Free Day scheduled for Monday 
has been postponed. Unfortunately with the 
current restrictions the Professional 
Development that was planned for staff is not 
able to be delivered. It will be a normal school 
day for our staff and students.  
 
Science Week 
Next week we will be celebrating all things 
Science. Regardless of whether we will 
continue with remote learning or be back on 
site, students will participate in fun and 
exciting science experiments. If we are still on 
Level 4 restrictions, we would like students to 
learn a simple science experiment at home 
and then film themselves doing it and share it 
with the class via zoom, video file or a photo. 
Teachers will talk more about this with their 
class in the coming days.  
 
Book Week  
Book Week will be celebrated in Week 8 and 
students can come to school dressed as their 
favourite book characters. If we are still 
participating in remote learning, students can 
wear their costumes for their Zoom lessons.  
 
Hot Lunches  
Please be advised that there are no hot 
lunches this week.  
 
Diocesan Athletics Carnival  
The Diocesan Athletics Carnival set for this 
Friday has been postponed. We will contact 
parents of those children who qualified to 
attend once a new date has been 
determined.  
 
Book Fair  
Our Book Fair will be held from Monday 30th 
August to Thursday 2nd Sept. We will advise 
closer to the date of how this will be run this 
year depending on the COVID advice at the 
time.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Jessica Scully 
Acting Principal 

Jesus, when you  
were on earth,  

you healed sick people,  
and those with pains  

and diseases.  
When people are very sick, 

they go to hospital  
where our nurses take  

care of them and  
help them to get better.  

Bless all our nurses  
in our hospitals,  

give them energy when  
they are tired and busy,  

help them not to worry when 
they are not able  

to make people better.  
Thank you, Jesus,  

for our nurses,  
bless them and those  

they care for.  
Bless their families.  
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TERM 3 WEEK 5 Wednesday 11th August 2021 

Hot Lunch Roster 
 

NO HOT LUNCHES THIS WEEK 



  Morning Afternoon 

Friday 13th August NO HOT LUNCHES THIS WEEK 

Friday 20th August Amanda Waters Susanna Simpson 

Friday 27th August Amanda Waters Susanna Simpson 

Friday 3rd September  Marg Grills 

Friday 10th September  Susanna Simpson 

Friday 17th September  Susanna Simpson 

Hot lunches are an important part of our school week. This is a    
voluntary service. Any parent who could pick up the hot lunches 
at lunch time would be appreciated. Please put your name down 
and return to the office if you are able to help.  

Hot lunches will be cancelled if  
volunteer positions are not filled.  

Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to Oskar Laing who   

celebrates his birthday today!   

Many happy returns!  

Living Well, Learning Well  
 

What an important time to be reminded of our Living Well, Learning Well 
Framework. Students will be sent challenges throughout the week to promote  
being a learner, being safe, being valued, respected and cared for.  
 

Yesterday students were challenged to create a fun and productive learning space. 
Take a look at some of our students' learning spaces… 

 
 
 
 
 

 

I am a  
LEARNER 

SCHOOL TV - A SPECIAL REPORT: Instilling Hope In Uncertain Times 
 

Although life is always filled with uncertainty, the levels we are currently experiencing are unprecedented and it is 
becoming evident that this is taking a toll on our young people. The most recent research from Mission Australia makes 
clear the breadth and depth the pandemic is having on our youth across the nation. 
It appears that lockdowns and tighter restrictions will be with us for some time, but it is important in such times of  
uncertainty to instil hope and remain optimistic. Adult carers can play a vital role in helping young people reframe 
their worries, encouraging them to see life as it is and helping them to focus more on the things they can control,     
rather than those they can’t. 
It’s important young people remain connected with their social networks during these times as often their natural    
response to uncertainty is to exhibit varying degrees of fear and anxiety. With the continued disruptions, mental health 
concerns are on the rise and it is evident that many students may need some extra support to achieve their goals.      
Parents can help their kids focus more on the good bits in their life, rather than fill in the blanks with catastrophic  
narratives. 
This Special Report outlines how adult carers can help instil hope and offer 
support in such times of uncertainty. 
We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special  
Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback. 
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact 
the school for further information or seek medical or professional help. 
Here is the link to your special report: 
https://stmarysguyra.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-
instilling-hope-uncertain-times 



News from the classroom  
 

Transition 
We certainly miss seeing your cheerful faces this week and can't wait until you get back to school. While you 
are at home, keep playing nicely, keep counting objects up to ten and keep listening for the sounds at the start 
of words. Sending out warm wishes, Mrs Grills and Naomi. 

 

Kindergarten 
Kindergarten have been super excited to get together on Zoom each morning and have begun their online    
learning with so much enthusiasm.  I’m so proud of their efforts so far and can’t wait to see their smiling faces 
soon!  Mrs Cox  

 

Year 1/2 
Day 1 has finished and we can all take a deep breath now. Thank you to you all for your patience with Zoom 
links and meeting times. I think Day 2 will flow better now that we have trialled it. Please make sure that if you 
have any questions to ask them so we can hopefully help you with any problems as they arise.  
We began our Zoom session this morning with a prayer session where students in Year 1/2 were able to offer up 
prayers of thanks as well as prayers of petitions. It was such a nice way to centre and begin our day. Students 
participated in a Phonemic Awareness Lesson and then we discussed the day and what learning was going to 
happen. Students then had a chance to ask any questions. The final part of our Zoom sessions was when        
students went into Breakout rooms and had a chance to discuss the book they had read earlier that day as well 
as chat and catch up with their friends. Throughout the day Anna and I held some 1:1 sessions with students 
where they read to us and did another Phonemic Awareness session. Students read beautifully. Well done to 
them! 
Anna and I were very impressed with Zoom and all that it allows us to do. Through this platform we were able 
to share our screen so that students can follow on with what we are discussing.  Using the PMe-reader online 
was most beneficial as it helped us share the book on the screen and students could read to us of the same book.  
We want to thank parents and siblings for the support they are offering our Year 1/2   
students to navigate around the various learning platforms.  
Many thanks and happy learning, 
Mrs Hayes and Anna 
Zoom Sessions with some of our students reading to Anna and Mrs Hayes as well as working on             
Phonemic Awareness strategies.  

 

Year 3/4 
Years 3 and 4 have adjusted well to their new online learning setting. Stage 2 students meet with their teachers 
every morning via a Zoom meeting. In this meeting, the teachers discuss the activities that the students have to 
complete for the day and students have opportunities to ask questions. Students also have a chance to break out 
into smaller Zoom groups to chat with their schoolmates. The activities that students complete throughout the 
day involve various digital learning applications such as Mathletics, Google Classroom and ReadingEggs.      
Students can ask their teachers questions via email or Google Classroom comments at any point throughout the 
day. At the end of the school day, students submit a checklist to their teachers that summarises the work they 
completed. Students met their first days of remote learning in 2021 with optimism and enthusiasm as they    
tackled their new digital schoolwork.  
Mr Brodie Flynn, Karen and Miss Campbell 

 

Year 5/6 
Year 5/6 are back into the swing of remote learning this week. Our eager students have been very busy             
navigating Google Classroom to find all of their online tasks to continue their learning in English, Maths,        
Religion, PDHPE & Geography. Our zoom meetings have been successful so far with lots of technology tips   
being learned along the way. We even got to attempt a spelling test on zoom which worked rather well.         
Students have been great in reaching out for help and support from our teachers via email  and we are trying to 
get back to them as quickly as we can. Darby will be starting some zoom sessions for reading and maths with 
students in Year 5/6  on Wednesday which will keep our regular class routine running smoothly. I will also be 
offering some zoom sessions for Year 5/6 groups after lessons have ended at 2:30pm for students to keep in 
touch with their friends while they are not together. It is important to maintain social groups while we can't be 
together, so I hope the students will enjoy a less formal zoom session to just talk with their friends. Thanks for 
your great efforts and independence with your work Year 5/6.  
Miss Tiffany Martin and Darby 


