
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Monday 30th August - Thursday 2nd Sept 
Book Fair 
 
Wednesday 1st September 2021 
Bookweek Dress Up 
 
Thursday 16th September 2021 
World of Maths 
 
Friday 17th September 2021 
Last day of Term 3  
 
Monday 4th October 2021 
Labour Day Public Holiday  
 
Tuesday 5th October 2021 
Students return for Term 4 
 
Wednesday 13th October 2021 
Whole School Photos  
 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 
Presentation Evening 

Dear Parents,  
We wish to work in partnership with families 
to fully support the intent of the public health 
orders to keep students and staff safe. The 
orders are very clear that schools are only 
open for children where both parents are 
essential workers who are required to be 
onsite at their place of work. Since the 
first day of remote learning we have had a 
35% increase in student attendance on-site 
and our teachers are being stretched more 
than ever before. Teachers are trying to 
juggle supervision of students on-site with 
providing support for remote learning. We can 
only provide one platform of learning, which 
at present is online, and teachers are not 
expected to respond to online work when 
supervising students on-site. We understand 
that this lockdown is challenging for most but 
where possible please keep your children at 
home or if you are an essential worker who is 
required to be at your place of work, please  
email and request supervision prior to 3pm 
the day before.   
Please remember to send your child’s device 
and learning pack with them on the days they 
are at school.  
 
We certainly didn’t think we would be 
preparing for such a lengthy lockdown period 
and we really pray that all of you are taking 
care and looking after yourself. We have 
noticed a shift in many students this week 
and we really need to allow our students to 
express their emotions and provide them with 
additional support if required. Many students 
are missing their friends and the normal 
routines of school life. We understand that 
some students would like to come to school 
for social purposes, however we have been 
directed to implement stricter social 
distancing practices including the introduction 
of staggered break times to minimise 
unnecessary interaction between students 
and staff. This strain of COVID is proving to 
be much more problematic than last year as 
it’s extremely contagious and much more 
prevalent in children. Please be assured that 
social interaction onsite is very minimal.  
The aim is for students and staff to be 
physically distanced, this does not mean 
socially isolated. Now more than ever is a 
great time for students to start exploring 
digital ways to connect with their friends. 
Some ideas include, writing letters or emails 
to a friend, arranging a Zoom catch-up, 
arranging a phone call or facetime call with a 
friend. It's normal to feel overwhelmed, 
underwhelmed, stressed and burnt out during 
the coronavirus pandemic. An important part 
of self-care is rest – but rest is so much more 
than sleep! Please find attached a resource 
from Kids Helpline regarding types of rest.  
 
If you or your child would like to speak to 
someone or would like some additional 
support or resources please contact myself or 
your classroom teacher. There are also a 
number of free and great resources to 
support students:  
 
Kids helpline  
https://kidshelpline.com.au/coronavirus 

Kids Help line has a range of videos you 
might find helpful about managing anxiety 
during a lockdown. 
 
Brave 
https://www.brave-online.com 
BRAVE is a fun, easy to use, evidence-based 
program designed for children and teens who 
want to learn how to reduce stress and 
anxiety, and improve their mood—and there’s 
help for parents too. 
The BRAVE Program will help you (and your 
parents or carer) identify, understand, and 
change your worried thoughts and behaviour 
patterns, so you can improve the way you 
feel. 
 
MPC Online Bibliotherapy Program for 
Children  - please see the attached 
information.  
 
Happy Father’s Day  
We would like to wish all our Dads, 
Guardians, Uncles, Grandfathers, Brothers, 
and friends a Happy Father’s Day for this 
Sunday. We are devastated that we won’t be 
able to share in our regular BBQ to celebrate 
your important role, however, our school 
community has purchased a little gift for each 
dad. If families are coming to school to collect 
belongings we will send home a little pack 
with you. If we don’t see you at school we will 
arrange a way to get this to you.  
 
Virtual Book Fair  
Our Virtual Book Fair commenced on Monday 
and Karen has been eagerly posting videos 
and prices on our school Facebook page. 
Please contact Karen for any enquiries 
regarding books and ordering - 
kfaint@arm.catholic.edu.au 
 
Sporting Cancellations 
Due to the impact of COVID-19 across New 
South Wales, Armidale Diocesan Primary and 
Secondary Sports Councils wish to advise 
that the upcoming Athletics Carnival and Gala 
Days have been cancelled for 2021. We 
understand the disappointment that may 
follow this announcement, however, as 
always, the health, safety and wellbeing of all 
members of the school community were at 
the heart of this decision. We thank you for 
your patience and understanding as we 
continue to navigate this challenging time.  
 
Book Week Parade  
To celebrate Book Week our students were 
encouraged to wear a Book Week costume 
and what fun it was seeing everyone go to so 
much effort!  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Jessica Scully 
Acting Principal 

 

Lord, please bless our fathers, 
these men who mean so much to us, 

who are greatly responsible for  
who we are and who we are becoming. 
Bless them for having the courage to do  

what's necessary to keep us out of trouble, 
for making us do the right thing, 

for helping us build our character, 
even when it makes us angry; 

and bless them for pushing us to do our best, 
even when they just want to love us. 

Bless our fathers for being our protectors, 
for leading us through stormy times to safety, 

for making us believe that everything  
will be all right and for making it so. 

Bless our fathers for quietly making a living 
to provide for those they love most, 

for giving us food, clothing, shelter and  
the other material things that really matter, 

for unselfishly investing time and money in us 
that they could have spent on themselves. 

Bless our father, Lord, 
for saving some energy for fun, 

for leading us on adventures to explore  
the outer reaches of ourselves, 

for making us laugh, 
for being our playmates and our friends. 

Bless them for being our secure  
foundation, our rock, 

for holding on tight to us... until  
it's time to let us go. 

Lord, bless these men we look up to, 
our role models, our heroes, our fathers. 

In Jesus' name we pray. 
Amen. 

St Mary of the Angels Primary School 
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365 
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016  
Email guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au  
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
 
TERM 3 WEEK 8 Wednesday 1st September 2021 

Hot Lunch Roster 
 

NO HOT LUNCHES THIS WEEK 



 
 
 
 

Kindy 
Alex Brazier-Kraan for trying his best to complete his work to a good standard.  

Maddie Ellem for working extremely hard at her reading. Your hard work has paid off!!! Moving on up!  
Brock Adams for his enthusiasm towards online learning and sharing his amazing experiences on Seesaw!  

 
1/2 

Amelia Neill has been presenting fantastic work each week. I especially enjoy listening to her  
read as well as reading her research on her Geography Inquiry Task about 'The Beach'.  

Matthew Sauer and Chaise Martin have been putting in tremendous detail while using the visualising  
strategy. I enjoy seeing your pictures and the colours that you are visualising. Well done boys! 

Vancara Locker has been  working on her fluency while she is reading  
aloud. She is also using great expression. Well done Vancara! 

Jayde Cox has been working hard on her remote learning in both Literacy and Numeracy. I enjoy listening to her  
read with tremendous expression and she is confidently describing and giving directions. Great work Jayde! 

Jimmy Neill for his great description of what a good friend is as well as being able 
 to explain how to be a caring friend to others. Lovely words Jimmy! 

 
3/4 

Benji Archibald for displaying his digital technology skills and assisting other students in our Google Classroom.  
Ryan Waters for his enthusiasm towards all of his online learning tasks and demonstrating consistent work habits.  

Bella Hayes for showing resilience during a tough time and always keeping her quality of work very high.  
Lewis Robinson for making a consistent effort to submit his online work and for giving the activities his best go. Well done Lewis!  

 
5/6 

Thanks to all of the Year 5/6 students who are trying as many learning activities as they can each week. Your 
 persistence to learn everyday in these challenging times is inspirational. Keep up the good work! 

Logan Mendes and Amber Writer for their wonderful effort in class to stay on task and tick off their daily tasks. Great job girls! 
Noah Brennan for his great procedure about how to make footy posts with an inbuilt dartboard  

and then helping his Dad to build a set for his backyard. Top job Noah! 
Tom Graham for striving to become the next junior masterchef this week. Thanks for  

sharing your deliciously baked goodies photos on Google Classroom.  
Lily McFarlane & Kenzie Ellem for making and hosting a class Kahoot on zoom  

about the Solar System. You created a fun meeting for all. Thanks girls! 
Camilla Grills and Tessa Jackson for their wonderfully coordinated dress ups on zoom sessions. Your collaboration  

on planning your outfits brings some joy to our remote learning zoom sessions. Thanks girls! 
Alana Marshall for her fabulously humorous writing about her ultimate treehouse last week.  

MPC Online Bibliotherapy Program for Children 

In 2020, the ACU Melbourne Psychology Clinic (MPC) successfully ran an Online Bibliothera-

py Program for Victorian students during the second lockdown due to COVID-19. This year 

we are again offering this program to students while in lockdown and when transitioning back 

to school. Our program covers a range of topics to support and promote  children's emotional 

health. 

The purpose of the Online Bibliotherapy (picture story based) Program is to provide support 

to young primary school children (aged 5 to 9) as they navigate the impact of COVID-19 and 

lockdowns on their schooling, family and home life. The sessions will be run by a Provisional 

Psychologist completing a postgraduate degree in Psychology, who is working under the 

supervision of a fully registered psychologist. The Provisional Psychologist will connect with 

families via telehealth technology, allowing children to receive support in the home environ-

ment. 

The sessions will utilise Bibliotherapy to introduce students to a range of topics that promote 

emotional wellbeing and social skills. Bibliotherapy uses books (picture books in the case of 

children) to introduce topics that promote wellbeing or provide guidance on challenges or 

relevant issues. Topics addressed during the sessions will include learning about feelings, 

developing friendship skills, exploring self –esteem and coping with transitions and change. 

Each week, after reading a chosen picture book aloud, children will be invited to participate in 

an art, craft or discussion based activity to help them explore the topic in more detail. The 

activities are anticipated to last for approximately 30 minutes. At the conclusion of each 

session, parents will be provided with information about how they can harness the strategies 

raised in the session in their interactions with their children.For further information on the 

program, or to enrol in the sessions, please contact our intake team on 9953 3006. 



 

Noah’s showing us just how creative he is with his Footy 
Posts and Dartboard that he wrote about in his ‘How to 

Make’ Procedure for Big Write on Thursday and his 
drawing of Mary for Religion. Great work Noah! 

We absolutely miss having our whole school     
together during this lockdown, but we love seeing 
all of our students working hard on their remote 
learning from home. There is such great           
enthusiasm and some students are participating 
in additional extra curricular activities. You 
guys are doing an outstanding job and we     
wanted to share some of this brilliant work with 
our school community.  
Keep it up, you are all just amazing!  

Mrs Hayes just loved 
hearing Clancy read  
Billie B Brown - The  
Perfect Present. Such 
beautiful expression 

 and fluency!  

Brock’s Honey, Oatmeal and  

Banana Edible Facemask!  

The perfect way to relax after  

a hard day of remote learning!! 

While at home Kobi has been 

busy with a little bit of 

construction while Milla has 

taken advantage of the 

warmer weather to enjoy a 

little outdoor learning.  

Minion  

McFarlane 

Flynn has been learning to 
introduce himself in Chinese 

5/6 Zoom Dress Up 

Great work Fergus! 
Chase is sharing some 

amazing work on SeeSaw!  



The Girl and the Monster  
by Casey Jones 

The girl was walking in the wood and a monster 
was behind a tree. The monster looks like this: 
it has three eyes and blue fur and horns and he 
has a smile and is friendly. She was watching 
the monster jump out and they played together.  

If we weren’t 
in Lockdown, 

you would find 
us at Tom’s 

house having  
morning tea !  
This is just a 
sample of the 

tasty treats Tom 
has been busy 
cooking up!  

 

 

Nathan Lane is busy juggling his time between cuddles with his 
brand new baby sister, Ruby, and completing his school work!  

After Henry’s self made obstacle course resulted in 
a sprained ankle, he turned his talents to the less 
risqué daily challenge of building a lego creation!  

Bo just loves to give Arch a hand with his online 
learning! No homework was eaten during this lesson! 

Maddie’s Nature Names Artwork!  

Our first whole school assembly Zoom style! 

Ayva is submitting excellent work 
from her bright and airy workspace! 

Lily 
Zoom  
Ready! 


