
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Thursday 9th September 2021 
R U Ok Day?  
 
Friday 17th September 2021 
Last day of Term 3  
 
Monday 4th October 2021 
Labour Day Public Holiday  
 
Tuesday 5th October 2021 
Students return for Term 4 
 
Wednesday 13th October 2021 
Whole School Photos  
 
Friday 29th October 2021 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 
Presentation Evening 

Dear Parents,  
When I think of the word ‘resilience’ I think 
about a ball bouncing back and forth. For 
students, resilience is the ability to bounce 
back after a challenging time. Although we 
don’t confidently know when this lockdown 
will end, we begin to predict how our students 
will ‘bounce back’. For some students the 
transition will come with minimal fuss, while 
for others it might be a longer journey. We 
want all of our students to know that some of 
the toughest times in history have allowed 
people to emerge stronger than before and 
be more confident in their abilities. We hope 
that with our strong sense of community and 
our ability to lean on each other for support, 
that this will bring us closer together and 
remind us not to take things for granted. We 
hope we come out of lockdown with a greater 
sense of gratitude and appreciation, kindness 
and empathy. I would encourage families to 
start discussing these five questions with your 
child to build a stronger sense of resilience - 

 What are some positives that will 
come out of this situation?  

 What are some different ways of 
looking at this situation?  

 What are some things I can do that 
might help myself or others?  

 How has this made me a bit stronger 
or wiser?  

 How will I encourage myself to keep 
moving forward? 

 
Parent survey 
Thank you to the many families that have 
completed the Remote Learning Parent 
Survey. We have had a mix of families 
respond to this survey and we can see that 
many of you are extremely grateful for the 
ongoing support. We can’t help but notice 
that this pandemic has exacerbated a sense 
of pandemic-related guilt for many parents. 
We understand that the balancing act is 
extremely challenging and we want you to 
know that you are not alone. Clinical 
Psychologist, Jill Stoddard in a recent article 
suggests that “Guilt is a useful emotion when 
it tells us we’ve done something wrong, 
however, what’s happening now is we feel 
like we’ve done something wrong, even when 
we’re doing the best we can”. Juggling the 
demands of life at home with kids, school 
work, meal preparations, work and not to 
mention the daily chores is an enormous 
responsibility. There is no pressure for 
students working from home to complete all 
of their set work. I have mentioned plenty of 
times before, please do not feel guilty if your 
family just needs to switch off from their 
devices for a day or two. Now more than ever 
it is critical to focus on mindfulness, self care 
and clarity around your perspectives. You are 
not alone and we are so incredibly proud of 
the support you have all shown. Please 
remember to prioritise yourself, your routines 
and if need be adjust your expectations. Last 
but not least, celebrate the successes! Can 
you believe we have all made an incredible 
impact on our little people for 5 weeks now!  
 

R U OK Day 
Tomorrow marks R U OK? Day (Thursday 9 
September, 2021). It is a day of action 
dedicated to reminding everyone that every 
day is the day to ask, “Are you OK?” and 
support those struggling with life's ups and 
downs. Tomorrow students will be 
encouraged to wear something yellow and 
ask others R U OK?  
 
Daily Challenge  
We have plenty of students participating in 
our Daily Challenges. We hope that they are 
building excitement and getting students to 
be creative thinkers. If there are any more 
cards or letters that families would like to 
send to Kolora please email them to the front 
office by tomorrow afternoon.  
 
Naplan 
Congratulations to all of our students for their 
fantastic NAPLAN results for 2021. St Mary of 
the Angels sits well above the National 
Minimum Standards across all NAPLAN 
examinations. Have a look at the fantastic 
statistics of our current Year 3 and Year 5 
students -  
91% (Year 3) and 85% (Year 5) were Above 
the National Minimum Standard for Grammar 
and Punctuation 
90% (Year 3) and 92% (Year 5) were Above 
the National Minimum Standard for Reading 
91% (Year 3) and 86% (Year 5) were Above 
the National Minimum Standard for Spelling 
95% (Year 3) and 82% (Year 5) were Above 
the National Minimum Standard for Writing  
89% (Year 3) and 87% (Year 5) were Above 
the National Minimum Standard for 
Numeracy  
Parents should expect a letter in the mail in 
the coming days with their child’s individual 
NAPLAN results.  
 
Students on-site 
We want you all to know that every decision 
we make is to protect the health and safety of 
our students. We have been instructed to 
minimise mingling between cohorts of 
students and students are required to remain 
in stage groupings for morning tea and lunch. 
If we were unfortunate enough to have a 
confirmed case of COVID this would minimise 
the chances of spreading. We have 
introduced an optional social Zoom this week 
to allow students on-site and working from 
home to catch up. We also encourage all of 
our students on-site to make contact with 
their friends from home by phoning a friend, 
having a Zoom call or writing letters to each 
other to continue to build their relationships. 
We are doing our best to adhere to the public 
health orders, which is really challenging for 
the learning and wellbeing of our children. 
Let’s continue to do the best for our children.  
 
Book Fair and Book Week 
Thank you for your support with the virtual 
Book Fair and Book Week Parade. Karen has 
done an incredible job arranging all of this 
and our school has raised money to purchase 
some great new resources. Thank you! 
 

Hello God,  
When spring comes everything  

seems to wake up.  
The trees send out new buds,  

seeds start to shoot and  
crops begin to grow.  

This is the time when new birds  
and animals are born.  

It’s great to have warm days again.  
Thank you for the beautiful  

time of spring. 
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Transition 
To all the wonderful students in Transition who are giving learning from  

home their best effort, playing kindly, helping their family and doing  
some activities from their teachers. We hope to see you very soon!  

 
Kindy 

Lynzi Beard for her consistency when sounding out unfamiliar words. Amazing! 
Ayva Simpson for her growing confidence with literacy  

tasks. Your Seesaw posts are a pleasure to mark!  
Alex Brazier-Kraan for his increased motivation and quality of work. Well done!  

 
1/2 

Mia Waters and Emmy Hodgens for their fantastic uplevelling of  
sentences and making them fun to read. Great uplevelling girls! 

Grace Linfield, Vancara Lockyer and Oskar Laing are doing fantastic reading and  
showing great enjoyment with their expression and fluency. Well done guys!  

Miles Furphy, Ned Newberry, Lachlan Cruickshank and Amaly Adams Amaral have been  
uploading all of their work on Seesaw and taking great pride in their work. Their work is  

neat and shows they are having fun with their work. Well done to you all! 
Oskar Laing for up-levelling punctuation in his writing. 

 
3/4 

Flynn McFarlane for always turning in his work and maintaining  
a positive attitude during these tough times. 

Darcy Sisson for always completing his assigned work promptly and  
continuing to show great work ethic throughout lockdown.  

Catie Furphy for always putting forward her best quality of work when  
completing online tasks, especially her research projects.  

Myles Cox and George Hope for handing in quality, well thought out Religion work.  
Kayne Brennan for creating a great First Nations Athlete research project and taking on feedback.  

 
5/6 

Thanks to all the Year 5/6 students for another great week of learning. We are loving your hard  
work and how well you are sharing your fun learning moments on Google Classroom.  

Amber Writer for being a resilient and hardworking student. Keep it up Amber!  
Archer Colvin for working hard to complete as many learning tasks as he can each day.  

Edward Grills for working well to improve his reading and writing skills during remote learning. 
Lily McFarlane for her fun and entertaining favourite recipe video. She  

could be the next up and coming celebrity chef on TV!  
Camilla Grills for her friendly greeting each morning. It is a nice  

positive way to start the day each morning. Thanks Camilla. 

Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to Ned Newberry, Camilla Grills, 

Mavric Foster, Nayte Foster and Dom Nguyen who 

celebrate their birthdays this coming week.    

 Many happy returns!  






