
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Monday 18th October 2021 6:30-7:30pm 
Real Talk Parent Zoom Session 
 
Wednesday 20th October 2021 
Real Talk Sessions Year 4 & 6 
 
Wednesday 27th October 2021 
Socktober Shoutout Day 
 
Friday 29th October 2021 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Thursday 18th November 2021 
O’Connor STEP Day for enrolled students 
 
Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th November  
Life Education Van 
 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 
Presentation Evening 
 
Monday 13th December 2021 
Year 6 Dinner 
 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Graduation Mass 
 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Pool Party 
 
Wednesday 15th December 2021 
Last day of Term 4 for students 

Dear Parents,  
What great joy it brought to our school 
community to allow our Transition students 
back onsite today. Our Transition program 
runs quite differently to most in our Diocese 
and I have spent countless phone calls 
advocating for our Transition students to be 
back onsite and participating in our 
successful program. Luckily we have had 
clearance to allow Transition students onsite, 
providing we adhere to a number of specific 
COVID safety measurements. Thank you to 
all of our Transition families for your patience, 
support and understanding during such 
uncertain times.  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome Christopher Welsh along with his 
parents Jon & Claire and older brother Patrick 
to our school community. Christopher has 
settled well into Year 3 and I know his new 
classmates have made him feel extremely 
welcome. We hope that when our restrictions 
are lifted we can have a Welcome Back BBQ 
to allow families to reconnect after this 
lengthy time of isolation.  
 
Strategic Improvement Plan 
Last week Miss Martin and I presented our 
Strategic Improvement Plan to the Catholic 
Schools Office. At this meeting I discussed 
some of our incredible 2021 academic data. 
This data included;  
100% of Year 3 students achieved Above 
National Minimum Standards in Writing, 
Reading, Grammar and Punctuation.  
93% of Year 3 and Year 5 students achieved 
Above National Minimum Standards in 
Numeracy.  
80% + of all students are at or on target to 
achieving set PM benchmark reading levels.  
We have incredible phonemic awareness 
date across the school, including an increase 
of 59% of students successfully able to 
isolate final sounds in words.   
I used this data to explain three important 
facts. Firstly, our pedagogy is structured, 
specific and is working. Secondly, our tier 2 
and tier 3 intervention students have been 
identified and we have put structures in place 
to best support their learning. Thirdly, our 
students in K-2 are all achieving foundational 
concepts that set them up to be the best 
learners possible in those critical primary 
years. I have advocated for continuity of our 
existing structures, particularly with the 
flexible classroom space and to ensure we 
maintain what we know has worked well in 
our school community. I think this data 
doesn’t get displayed enough and I think our 
students, families and staff should be 
incredibly proud of the great partnerships you 
have created to set students up for 
educational success. Congratulations!  
 
School Satisfaction survey 
We know that St Mary of the Angels is a 
special place to belong to and we welcome all 
families to complete our School Satisfaction 
survey by Wednesday 20th October 2021. An 
annual satisfaction survey of parents, 
students and staff will be conducted on behalf 
of all Catholic schools in the Diocese this 
term. The surveys are designed to gather 
feedback from parents, staff and students 

about our school and will be used to inform 
school improvement. Responses are 
confidential and individuals can not be 
identified.  The surveys were launched via 
email on Monday 11 October 2021 using the 
email addresses supplied to the school. If you 
do not receive an email with a link to the 
survey, you can access and complete the 
survey at the following link. 
https://www.research.net/r/StMaryAngelsPAR
ENT2021 
 
Covid Update 
We would like to thank parents and carers for 
your continued support of our QR check in 
process and mandatory face coverings when 
coming to the school office. We know that 
some conversations are best had face to face 
but unfortunately at Level 3 restrictions we 
are not allowed to have parent meetings 
onsite. If you would like to meet with your 
classroom teacher or myself please phone 
ahead so we can arrange a COVID safe 
appointment.  
 
Enrolments 2022 
Our numbers for 2022 are looking 
increasingly promising and we have received 
numerous applications for students to attend 
our school. If you know of someone 
considering moving to our school, please get 
them to contact the front office to ensure we 
have their application. This includes students 
who would like to be considered for Transition 
in 2022.  
 
Swimming Program   
After numerous conversations we have opted 
to trial something different this year to 
minimise the disruption to learning during our 
annual swimming program. This year we 
would like to trial students attending the pool 
once a week on Friday as part of their sport 
program. Due to our COVID-19 restrictions, 
we have had to reduce mingling between 
class cohorts and until we hear otherwise, 
students will need to remain with their class 
group for the duration of the water 
familiarisation lessons. We are looking at 
getting started next Friday and more 
information will be provided in the coming 
days.  
 
Welcome back Mrs Hunt  
I would like to welcome Mrs Matilda Hunt 
back as she returns from Maternity Leave in a 
casual capacity. Mrs Hunt has offered to 
return to her LOP position for one day a week 
for Term 4. I am sure you will all join me in 
welcoming her back after spending this year 
with her children.  
 
Pupil Free Day 
We have a pupil free day scheduled for 
Friday 29th October. Please pop this date in 
your diary.  
 
Yours Sincerely  
 
 
Jessica Scully  
Principal  
 

God, we want to say thanks for our world.  
Our sun gives us light and warmth and 

our homes give us shelter and protection.  
The flowers and trees give us beauty  

and the animals, birds and fish  
make the world so interesting.  

We have food and drink to make us strong  
and healthy and we have games to enjoy.  

We are grateful for these and all the 
wonderful things you have given to us.  

St Mary of the Angels Primary School 
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365 
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016  
Email guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au  
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
 
TERM 1 WEEK 2 Wednesday 13th October 2021 



  Morning Afternoon 

Friday 15th October No volunteer required  

Friday 22nd October  Susanna Simpson 

Friday 29th October PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday 5th November Carlotta Chiesa  

Friday 12th November   

Friday 19th November  Susanna Simpson 

Friday 26th November Carlotta Chiesa   

Friday 3rd December   

Friday 10th December  Carlotta Chiesa Susanna Simpson 

 
 
 
 
 

Transition 
Welcome back to our Transition students, we have missed you all so much!! Well done  

on settling back into our routine so easily and for all the enthusiasm you bought to  
class today. We are going to have a great term together!  

 

Kindy 
Harbour Hutton for her improvement and growing confidence in all of her classwork. It has  

been so exciting watching her excitement when learning the past few weeks. Well done! 
Alex Brazier-Kraan for his amazing improvement with reading  

and writing this term. Keep up the good work! 
I have been so impressed with all of Kindergarten during Mathematics this week. They  

are all showing great confidence and growth using addition, subtraction  
and identifying money. Well done, what a fun week! 

 

1/2 
Peter Grills, Ted Warner and Darcie Campbell for their tremendous enthusiasm and enjoyment of    

learning new and tricky concepts during mathematical sessions. Well done to you both! 
Willow Brettle and Emmy Hodgens for their engagement and willingness to extend  

themselves with Whole Number and Fraction and Decimals topics.  
Amaly Adams Amaral for his tremendous attitude in all areas of his learning. 
Jack Marshall, Isobella Hodgens and Oskar Laing for their eagerness to move  

through the Punctuation Levels in their writing. Well done to you both! 
Kobi Wilson for his fantastic and persistent work with decoding skills in his reading. Well done Kobi! 

 

3/4 
Welcome to our new Year 3 student Christopher Welsh! Christopher has  

settled in very well and is a fantastic addition to our class.  
Well done to Logan Lockyer who received 94% in his 3D shapes maths test.  

Khloe Martin and Sam Reeves were able to name all capital cities of the states  
and territories of Australia, without using a map. Very impressive! 

George Hope for his tremendous effort and enthusiasm during science lessons.  
 

5/6 
Logan Mendes and Freya Bray for the great display of netball  

and passing skills in PE lessons on Friday.  
Isaac Hayes and Noah Brennan for sharing their great excitement on learning  

interesting facts about deadly Australian snakes in English lessons. 
Amber Writer and Connor Montague for their great work together on writing an information  

report on dingoes. The work you have written already is just fabulous. 

Hot Lunches 
We are currently seeking volunteers to  assist with hot lunches 
in Term 4. We currently need afternoon volunteers who could 
pick up the hot lunches at lunch time. Please put your name 
down and return to the office if you are able to help.  
We desperately need a volunteer to pick up lunches this 
Friday, if you can help please phone the front office.  

Creative Kids Vouchers 
Have you used your Creative Kids Vouchers yet? 
Did you know that these vouchers can be used 
online to buy a huge range of art & craft supplies. 
Check out the following link for ideas.  
https://newywithkids.com.au/use-nsw-creative-
kids-voucher-home-craft-kits/  



Socktober Shootout Day for Catholic Missions Fundraiser 
Setting goals is an essential part of any school year, but for those at St Mary of the Angels, the goals they 
kick this October may just change lives. The school is taking part in Socktober, an initiative of global      
mission aid agency Catholic Mission Australia that raises awareness and funds for critical projects       
supporting vulnerable children in developing countries. The focus of the learning and fundraising efforts 
that the students will carry out throughout the month of October, known as World Mission Month, is a     
Kindergarten in Bangkok that provides a safe learning environment for children and life-changing         
empowerment for their mothers.  
This month to learn about the lives of children who will be receiving the donations provided to Catholic 
missions, all students in our school from Transition to Year 6 will be creating sock balls which are similar 
to the soccer balls that children in impoverished countries make to play a  simple game with their friends. 
All students are encouraged to get involved in the Socktober Shootout Day Fundraiser by wearing their          
coloured soccer/footy socks or colourful socks to school with their normal school uniform on Wednesday 
27th October and bringing in a gold coin donation that will go towards our school's fundraising for       
Catholic Missions. On this day the students will get to test out the sock balls they crafted in a fun penalty shootout and    
soccer match with their class.  

Wednesday 27th October 
Wear your bright coloured socks or soccer/footy socks  

Gold Coin Donation to Catholic Missions 

Student behaviour 
At the beginning of Term 3 our school community restructured our school rules to better align with our 

Living Well Learning Well Framework. This term, after our heavily disrupted Term 3, teachers are busily 

reminding students of this Framework and what it means for their learning and behaviour. We encourage all 

families to discuss the Flowchart to the right and to support positive behaviour and learning by making good 

choices. 

SOCKTOBER 

Real Talk Sessions 
Next week, our school will be holding zoom sessions with the Real Talk Team. Real Talk is an organisation 
that is all about getting REAL on the topics of sex, relationships and personal identity. Based on Catholic 
Christian values, Real Talk provides up-to-date resources, presentations and programs that help young 
people to understand God’s amazing plan for love and life. This year due to Covid restrictions, the sessions 
organised by Real Talk will be heading online via zoom sessions. There will be a session specifically for 
parents to attend to discuss and learn about  
· Current culture and what’s impacting our kids. 
· Is technology taking over your family? Tips to help you understand and manage the world of social media & 
gaming. 
· What’s happening to my child? Let’s talk about developmental changes in our kids. 
· How can parents help?!? 
The parent zoom session will be held on Monday 18th October at 6:30-7:30pm. You can access the meeting 
using the zoom meeting ID: 833 6062 1843 and zoom link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83360621843  
The parents who have attended these sessions in past years have commented on how beneficial the    
meeting was to update them on information that will help their children now and for the future as their needs 
change and develop and their influences broaden. 
On Wednesday 20th October, students in Year 4 will participate in the ‘Getting Real in the Digital World’ 
zoom sessions to learn about topics of: 
• Being created in the image and likeness of God 
• Self worth and appreciating diversity (others and ourselves) 
• Making good choices based on respect and love of self and neighbour 
• The impact of the media on how we see ourselves and how we act 
• Cyber-safety tips and hints 
• Fun activities and games 
• Personal sharing from the presenters 
• Multimedia, reflection and discussion 
The Year 6 students will then participate in the ‘Love and Life’ zoom sessions include the following elements 
and topics: 
• Being created in the image and likeness of God 
• Self worth and appreciating diversity (others and ourselves) 
• Making good choices based on respect and love of self and neighbour 
• The impact of the media on how we see ourselves and how we act 
• The importance of our bodies the value and meaning of sexual body language 
• The beauty of healthy relationships 
• Fun activities and games 
• Personal sharing from the presenters 
• Multimedia, reflection and discussion 
We look forward to having our students involved in such a wonderfully prepared program to discuss relevant 
issues with great sensitivity and from a truly Catholic and Christian perspective. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83360621843



