
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Wednesday 20th October 2021 
Real Talk Sessions Year 4 & 6 
 
Wednesday 27th October 2021 
Socktober Shoutout Day 
 
Friday 29th October 2021 
Pupil Free Day 
 
Thursday 18th November 2021 
O’Connor STEP Day for enrolled students 
 
Wednesday 24th & Thursday 25th November  
Life Education Van 
 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 
Presentation Evening 
 
Monday 13th December 2021 
Year 6 Dinner 
 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Graduation Mass 
 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Pool Party 
 
Wednesday 15th December 2021 
Last day of Term 4 for students 

Dear Parents,  
Our Diocesen Living Well, Learning  Well 
Framework is based on ‘A universal and 
unconditional positive regard for children and 
young people, and a high regard for the 
collective capacity of a school staff team to 
increase learning, wellbeing and life-
opportunity outcomes for children and young 
people’. This week I have spent time in each 
classroom reminding students of the 
flowchart for positive behaviour and that all 
students have the right to learn, feel safe, 
valued, cared for and respected at school. In-
line with this framework, our teachers support 
students to make positive choices in all 
aspects of their schooling. If a student makes 
a poor choice, we identify replacement 
behaviours and support the student to make 
adjustments to increase the likelihood of 
success. It is important that students are 
aware of poor choices and that they learn 
from their mistakes. Getting good at 
something like making new friends, doing 
homework, or learning a new game, means 
being okay with making mistakes. It’s how we 
learn to do things better and that getting 
better at things takes practice. Our 
Framework for positive behaviour highlights 
students to take ownership and responsibility 
for their actions, ultimately teaching them life 
long skills.  
 
Social Media 
I am sure many of you would agree that 
technology has been a blessing during 
lockdown as students were able to keep in 
touch with their school, teachers, friends and 
classwork. One thing that has greatly 
concerned me after our lockdown, is an 
increase in social media usage for students. 
Social media outlets like Snapchat, are a 
great way for students to keep in touch with 
their friends and share what's happening in 
their world but when these avenues are not 
monitored and restricted, students can 
become engrossed and addicted to their 
devices. In this world where our children are 
exposed to more and more, I would 
encourage parents to keep a close eye on 
their child's social media accounts and have 
open discussions with their child about who 
they are talking to. Take the time to listen, be 
open and understanding. It is also important 
that where possible, children are using their 
devices in an open area and not closed off in 
their bedroom. If for any reason you notice 
your child is socialising less with friends and 
family, reducing time online or being jumpy 
when getting text or emails, avoiding school 
and dropping out of sports and other 
activities, losing self-esteem or confidence, 
feeling anxious, sad, embarrassed, angry or 
physically sick or changing moods, 
behaviour, self-harm and suicidal thoughts 
please seek immediate help and contact our 
school or speak with Kids Helpline.  
 
Swimming dates  
We are very excited to start our swimming 
this Friday. Please find the updated dates for 
swimming this term: Friday 22nd October, 
Friday 5th November, Friday 19th November, 
Friday 26th November, Friday 3rd December 
and Friday 10th December.  

Please ensure your child comes to school on 
Friday with their swimmers, towel and $4 
entry money or seasonal pass.  
 
School Satisfaction Survey  
Thank you to the many parents who have 
completed the St Mary of the Angels School 
Satisfaction Survey. We have been informed 
this morning that the window for this survey 
has been extended to Friday 22nd October 
2021. Parents can access and complete the 
survey at the following link. 
https://www.research.net/r/StMaryAngelsPAR
ENT2021 
 
Congratulations Olive McFarlane 
As part of the CSO NAPLAN analysis, the 
CSO team has identified the top 10 
performing students in the Armidale Diocese 
in the various NAPLAN tests. The CSO team 
would like to congratulate Olive McFarlane on 
her outstanding achievement in her NAPLAN 
test for Year 5 Numeracy.  
 
Socktober - Catholic Missions   
Setting goals is an essential part of any 
school year, but for those at St Mary of the 
Angels, the goals they kick this October may 
just change lives. The school is taking part in 
Socktober, an initiative of global mission aid 
agency Catholic Mission Australia that raises 
awareness and funds for critical projects 
supporting vulnerable children in developing 
countries. The focus of the learning and 
fundraising efforts that the students will carry 
out throughout the month of October, known 
as World Mission Month, is a Kindergarten in 
Bangkok that provides a safe learning 
environment for children and life-changing 
empowerment for their mothers.  
This month to learn about the lives of children 
who will be receiving the donations provided 
to Catholic missions, all students in our 
school from Transition to Year 6 will be 
creating sock balls which are similar to the 
soccer balls that children in impoverished 
countries make to play a  simple game with 
their friends. 
All students are encouraged to get involved in 
the Socktober Shootout Day Fundraiser by 
wearing their coloured soccer/footy socks or 
colourful socks to school with their normal 
school uniform on Wednesday 27th October 
and bringing in a gold coin donation that will 
go towards our school's fundraising for       
Catholic Missions. On this day the students 
will get to test out the sock balls they crafted 
in a fun penalty shootout and soccer match 
with their class.  
 
Pupil Free Day 
We have a pupil free day scheduled for next 
Friday 29th October.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely  
 
 
Jessica Scully  
Principal  

Prayer of the Willows 
By Alana Marshall 

From flowers to meadows of violets,  
From sand to Ocean floors,  
The sun atop a mountain,  

A lions steady claws,  
Lord may you help us to heal,  
And grow here in your world,  

With your everlasting love,  
Our faith is always yours.  

St Mary of the Angels Primary School 
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365 
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016  
Email guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au  
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
 
TERM 1 WEEK 3 Wednesday 20th October 2021 
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  Morning Afternoon 

Friday 22nd October No volunteer required Susanna Simpson 

Friday 29th October PUPIL FREE DAY 

Friday 5th November Carlotta Chiesa  

Friday 12th November   

Friday 19th November  Susanna Simpson 

Friday 26th November Carlotta Chiesa   

Friday 3rd December   

Friday 10th December  Carlotta Chiesa Susanna Simpson 

Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to Brianna     

Marshall who celebrates 

her birthday on Sunday.     

Many happy returns!  

 
 
 
 

Transition 
Grayson Brettle for using beautiful manners in class and greater confidence in making friends. 

Elinor Hill for wonderful counting and identifying numbers as  
well as sharing her news more readily in front of the class. 

Jack Newberry for his concentration on fine motor skills and trying  
his best to pronounce the sounds of the alphabet. 

 

Kindy 
Maddie Ellem, Brock Adams and Tristan Nguyen for achieving  

their writing goals this week. You are super! 
Ayva Simpson for improving her listening skills and trying to be neat. Well done! 

Harbour Hutton for continuing to work hard to improve in all learning areas. Awesome job!  
 

1/2 
Rylan Wilson, Anna Brazier-Kraan and Peter Grills have all made tremendous  
growth with both their reading and their comprehension. Well done to you! 

Millie Neill and Willow Brettle have been making great connections  
with finding fact families. Well done to you both! 

Matthew Sauer has been making great contributions to class discussions. Well done Matthew! 
Emmy Hodgens and Matthew Sauer have been proving to be  

great mathematicians. Love your work guys! 
Willow Brettle, Clancy Robinson and Jayde Cox are working hard to make sure  

our school is a safe place. Well done girls for standing up for what is right  
and reporting incidents that are not part of Living Well, Learning Well.  

 

3/4 
Indi Roberts for being an independent learner and problem solving.  

Lewis Robinson for his persistent effort towards learning new literacy skills.  
Christopher Welsh for his enthusiasm and interest during science lessons.  

 

5/6 
Jack Beard and Archie Foster for their excellent work to adjust to new routines in English lessons 

 and to select learning activities that will help them to improve their skills.  
Sophie Spradbrow for making huge improvements with her maths skills in class. Keep it up! 

Alana Marshall, Kenzie Ellem, Sienna Nguyen and Isabell Brazier-Kraan for their wonderful stories  
written in peer writing tasks for English this week. Your teamwork has allowed your partnerships to  
produce some interesting stories with high level VCOP strategies embedded. Love your work girls! 



Wednesday 27th October 
Wear your bright coloured socks or soccer/footy socks  

Gold Coin Donation to Catholic Missions 

SOCKTOBER 

Welcome Back Transition! 
It was with great joy that we welcomed our Transition class back 
last week! These beautiful little students have come back to school 
full of enthusiasm ready to pick up where they left off.  
We are currently accepting enrolments for our 2022 Transition 
class. If you, or a friend, are wishing to enrol a child in this class 
and have not contacted the school already, please give Simmone a 
call to ensure that we have their name on our list.  
Interviews will be held in the coming weeks via zoom.  


