
DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Thursday 18th November 2021 
O’Connor STEP Day for enrolled students only 
 
Tuesday 7th December 2021 
Presentation Evening 
 
Monday 13th December 2021 
Year 6 Dinner 
 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Graduation Mass 
 
Tuesday 14th December 2021 
Pool Party 
 
Wednesday 15th December 2021 
Last day of Term 4 for students 

Dear Parents,  
Yesterday our Leadership Team met with 
other Catholic Schools from the Northern 
Tablelands to discuss the Annual 
Improvement Plan for 2022. The meeting was 
via Zoom which meant we were privileged to 
have our new Principal, Zoe Nugent part of 
the process. At this meeting we celebrated 
the success of our school and the areas for 
growth in the future. All schools had the 
opportunity to share goals before 
collaborating on strategies and measurable 
impacts. In 2022, our Annual Improvement 
Plan will focus on building a strong, high 
functioning team, providing quality 
differentiated learning opportunities informed 
by data and to continue to embed the Living 
Well, Learning Well Framework. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Zoe 
Nugent, Mrs Hunt and Miss Martin on their 
contributions to the planning of this meeting.  
 
Staff Development Day  
Last Friday staff participated in a PM 
Benchmarking Professional Development 
Day run by the Catholic Schools Office. The 
purpose of the day was for staff across the 
diocese to form consistency in their approach 
to the benchmark testing process. Staff 
worked with Carmel Small from Cengage who 
led discussions around what a balanced 
reader looks like and the recommended age 
appropriate levels of texts.  The balanced 
reader decodes, reads with fluency, phrasing 
and comprehends across a wide range of text 
types. You may often hear your child speak 
about their level of reading at school and it is 
important that parents are aware that the PM 
series have 30 incremental levels that span 
from Kindergarten to Year 6. In the early 
years, students often move through the levels 
quite quickly, however as the language, 
concepts and comprehension increase in 
difficulty the momentum tends to slow. We 
are focusing on creating students who are 
balanced readers and although students 
might be able to read a text with ease, it is 
important to check for levels of understanding 
and engagement. Some teachers might send 
levelled texts home that are below their 
current reading level and this is done with 
purpose and intention, quite often then not, 
this is to encourage fluency and build a love 
of reading. This day positively reinforced 
many great things that we are already doing 
with reading at our school.  
We hope that you all had a relaxing long 
weekend and had the chance to spend some 
quality time with your family.  
 
Positive Behaviour 
In my conversations with other members of 
the Catholic Schools Office it has become 
apparent that across the diocese many 
schools are facing similar challenges in 
regards to student engagement and 
behaviours post Covid. I was enlightened to 
hear that many are on a similar journey, 
particularly with students in upper primary, 
but it poses the question, why? After many 
discussions, the word ‘Covid Impact’ kept 
reappearing. During remote learning, 
students had a greater sense of 
independence and freedom regarding 

workload and I am reminded of how 
challenging it would be for many students to 
return to a greatly structured environment. 
Having no manual for how to support 
students post Covid is challenging but we 
simply need to remind ourselves of what 
makes our school a special place, 
relationships and faith. We continue to build 
positive relationships and use prayer to guide 
and support us through this journey. Although 
enlightened to hear others are riding the 
same train, it is important to remind families 
that  disrespectful behaviours will not be 
tolerated at our  school. We are a school that 
ensures everyone feels safe, valued, cared 
for, respected and where all students have 
the opportunity to learn. If you feel your child 
has been significantly impacted by Covid and 
you are seeing  changes in their behaviours it 
might be worth speaking with  your classroom 
teacher to set some goals for the remainder 
of the year. Centacare counselling is also 
available for all students with a referral from a 
classroom teacher.  
 
Gaga Pit  
Today was a special day for students as the 
long awaited Gaga-Pit has been unveiled. A 
special thank you to Jeremy Cox who 
designed and constructed the pit. 
 
COVID Roadmap rules  
Our latest COVID Roadmap outlines some 
changes to our current restrictions, including 
masks not being required outside for staff or 
students. We were delighted to see that Year 
6 Graduations can proceed with restrictions in 
place. Over the next few weeks staff will 
commence planning for the end of year 
celebrations and we will communicate with 
families when we have greater clarity around 
proceedings.  
 
Supporting Children Through Change & 
Uncertainty Webinar 
The last couple of years has brought many 
changes and losses for children, young 
people, and families all around Australia. 
There are so many questions about the 
impacts of the pandemic, natural disasters, 
and life changes such as bereavement, family 
separation and relocation - and how we can 
best support the children and young people in 
our lives. Join the free online seminar for 
Parents on Tuesday 9/11/21 at 3:30-4:30pm 
or 7:00-8:00pm. Please register using the link 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?ei
d=823758&  
 
 
Yours Sincerely  
 
 
Jessica Scully  
Principal  

My Lord, my God, my shepherd,  
You watch over and protect me,  

You lead me on safe paths  
through light and darkness  

and I try to follow as best I can.  
My Lord,  

You are wonderful because you 
understand me,  

you even understand when I sin.  
You comfort me when I’m in distress.  

You make me strong,  
You make me good.  

My God,  
You are wonderful… loving… clever… 
caring… kind… patient… faithful…  

and you are great.  

St Mary of the Angels Primary School 
PO Box 254 (Wirruna Street) GUYRA NSW 2365 
Ph 6779 1661 Fax 6779 2016  
Email guyadmin@arm.catholic.edu.au  
Website www.stmarysguyra.catholic.edu.au  
 
TERM 1 WEEK 5 Wednesday 3rd November 2021 

Hot Lunch Roster 
 

Afternoon - VOLUNTEER NEEDED   

 
 
 
 

Swimming Friday 
Please remember your 

swimmers, towel and entry 
money or season pass!  

 



  Morning Afternoon 

Friday 5th November  No volunteer required  

Friday 12th November   

Friday 19th November Carlotta Chiesa Susanna Simpson 

Friday 26th November Carlotta Chiesa   

Friday 3rd December   

Friday 10th December  Carlotta Chiesa Susanna Simpson 

Happy Birthday 

Happy birthday to Logan Mendes, who 

celebrates her birthday Friday.  

Many happy returns!  

 
 
 
 

Transition 
Billie Cox for sharing his delightful sense of humour and for his wonderful knowledge of number concepts. 

Nathan Lane for concentrating when finding the sounds that words begin  

with and the cheerful way he participates in group activities. 

Fergus McFarlane for his infectious enthusiasm for learning and the way he shares and plays kindly with all his friends. 

Mackenna Cleaver for wonderful skills when working with numbers and her careful, yet creative, approach to art activities. 
 

Kindy 

Harbour Hutton for her new found enthusiasm towards reading and perseverance with all learning tasks. 

Lynzi Beard for consistently being on task and completing her work. 

Tristan Nguyen for being super helpful to his classmates and teacher and thinking of others. 
 

1/2 

Vancara Lockyer for working on her counting up by 2’s. Keep it up!  

Millie Neill and Emmy Hodgens for their fantastic writing and working on adding speech marks.  

Chaise Martin and Matthew Sauer have been working hard to learn new time concepts in math sessions.  

Isabella Hodgens has been working on solving time problems. Well done Issy!  

Kobi Wilson and Rylan Wilson have been working on both their writing and spelling. Well done to you both!  

Ted Warner and Lachlan Cruikshank have been working hard to decode sounds and blend words in their reading.  
 

3/4 

Jack Wesley for his persistence and enthusiasm during maths lessons. 

Myles Cox for sharing his creative and funny poetry with his peers. 

Rachael Jackson for always ensuring her bookwork is neat and tidy. You always put  

your best effort in and it shows in the presentation of your work. Well done!  

Charles Drew for helping Miss Campbell learn new skills with Minecraft Education. Your patience is greatly appreciated.  

Well done to Nate Mendes for settling into reading groups and working hard to complete his activities.  

Great effort to Kayne Brennan who has improved his neatness in his handwriting. Well done 3/4! 
 

5/6 

Lacey Cruickshank displaying great resilience and persevering through lengthy work tasks to their completion.  

Edward Grills for his great teamwork and cooperative skills in the Wii Gaay Program last week.  

Olive McFarlane for her focus and determination to showcase her greatest potential  

in all school work, assessments and social interactions. Great work Olive! 

Mavric Foster for always getting started on his work promptly and listening to feedback to make pleasing progress. 



2021 Wii Gaay Learning Hub  
Last week, Edward Grills and Nate Mendes participated in the Wii Gaay learning 
Hub assisted by Naomi Mendes. The staff from the Catholic Schools Office    
provided engaging lessons and activities for students across the diocese to      
participate in over two days. The topics covered this year were: What is a Sacred 
Site? Why are they important? How are they significant to Aboriginal tradition 
culture? What are some examples of Sacred Sites in Australia? What types are 
they? 
They were given creative time to explore and create their own versions of sacred 
sites. They presented back to the group the two pieces and explained what they 

represented to them.  

Fantastic work, Nate and Ed! 

In the spirit of Melbourne Cup Day, Lynzi and       
Harbour made some absolutely gorgeous fascinators! 
What talented little Milliners!  



SOCKTOBER 
Last Wednesday, all students at St Mary's had a ball participating in our Crazy Sock Day and Socktober Soccer 
Shootout Challenge. In the days leading up to the day, students in all classes were challenged to create sock balls, 
made from recyclable everyday materials, using techniques used by many children in poorer countries around the 
world to make a soccer ball to play with. Our students loved crafting their own sock balls with their classmates and 
their creations were certainly put through their paces in the Socktober Shootout Challenge. Each student tested 
out their sockballs by kicking goals with their peers to empathise with the challenging lives that so many                
disadvantaged children face everyday. A big thanks to the teachers for assisting 
their students with the challenge and to our students 
and their families for their support for the Catholic 
Missions Week fundraiser for 2021. Your donations 
will be greatly appreciated by the Good Shepherd  
Sisters Kindergarten in Thailand.  


